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A little comic relief
kicks offers a look at classic 

comic novels that might  

help take your mind off  

the situation our world  

finds itself in.  
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CROP Walk goes online
Like most other activities, the 2020 

Janesville Crop Walk has had to 

adapt to the coronavirus pandemic. 

For the first time, the fundraiser 

will be done online to help ECHO 

and Church World Service. Page 2A

Marathon man
Janesville’s Adam Riley wasn’t 

going to let the cancellation  

of a marathon race stop him, so 

he ran his own marathon along 

Ruger Avenue on Saturday. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 58 | Low 33  

Cloudy with 
afternoon showers

More on 7A
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By The Rev. Jason Karampatsos

Special to The Gazette

JANESVILLE
If any of us had been told 12 

months ago that today, Easter Sun-

day 2020, churches around the 

globe would be empty, not one of us 

would have believed it.

None of us.

The thought of waking today 

and not driving to church has been 

unsettling for many. While some 

smaller churches are finding cre-

ative ways to maintain social dis-

tancing, most churches are leaning 

into the reality that Resurrection 

Sunday will be streamed online.

This is not what we expected.

This does not make sense.

We had hoped for so much more 

this week of all weeks.

Sound familiar? It should. These 

were the very sentiments of those 

closest to Jesus some 2,000 years 

ago. After they had gathered around 

the table and broke bread together, 

their lives became broken pieces as 

they wrestled with the uncertainty, 

disbelief and fear that would forever 

define that first Passion Week.

We often view brokenness as 

something to avoid, but it just might 

be the key to our greatest joy! There 

is a pathway to joy that we find in 

the Resurrection Story—a way that 

does not avoid brokenness but goes 

through it—that feels relevant and 

appropriate on this unprecedented 

Easter morning.

We read in the Gospels that Jesus 

not only was aware of what would 

happen to Him, but He also had 

not kept it secret: “He is not here; 

he has risen, just as he said…” (Mat-

thew 28:6a).

Those who first visited the tomb 

were clearly surprised, but should 

they have been? The angels had 

pointed out that Jesus told them 

this would happen. Matthew 28:8 

records that, upon receiving this 

exciting news, Mary and Mary “hur-

ried away from the tomb, afraid yet 

filled with joy, and ran to tell his dis-

ciples.”

The pathway to joy often begins 

with fear and joy. Much like a first 

day of school, a new job or a blind 

date, we often experience conflicting 

emotions. Many of us look forward 

to summer when we can return to 

the Dells and sit atop a water slide, 

feeling a tinge of fear as we enjoy 

the quick downward descent. The 

goal is not to avoid having fear but 

Pastor’s Easter message: Don’t allow fear to have control

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Deb Purdy spent much of her life addicted to alco-

hol and other drugs. She will be two years sober one 

week from now.

Just short of that anniversary, the novel corona-

virus raised its fearsome head.

The 60-year-old was scared. She has COPD, an 

inflammatory lung disease, and a weakened immune 

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Billy Bob Grahn stands in front of the Red Road House, a residential recovery facility in Janesville.
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CHICAGO

The U.S. death toll from the 

novel coronavirus eclipsed Ita-

ly’s for the highest in the world 

Saturday, surpassing 20,000, 

as Chicago and other cities 

across the Midwest braced for 

a potential surge in victims 

and moved to snuff out smol-

dering hot spots of contagion 

before they erupt.

With the New York area still 

deep in crisis, fear mounted 

over the spread of the scourge 

into the nation’s heartland.

Twenty-four residents of an 

Indiana nursing home hit by 

COVID-19 have died, while a 

nursing home in Iowa saw 14 

deaths. Chicago’s Cook County 

has set up a temporary morgue 

that can take more than 2,000 

bodies. And Chicago Mayor 

Lori Lightfoot has been going 

around telling groups of peo-

ple to “break it up.”

In Europe, countries used 

roadblocks, drones, helicop-

ters, mounted patrols and the 

threat of fines to keep peo-

ple from traveling over Easter 

weekend. And with infections 

and deaths slowing in Italy, 

Spain and other places on the 

Continent, governments took 

tentative steps toward loosen-

ing the weeks-long shutdowns.

Glorious weather across 

Europe posed an extra test of 

people’s discipline.

“Don’t do silly things,” said 

Domenico Arcuri, Italy’s spe-

cial commissioner for the virus 

emergency. “Don’t go out, con-

tinue to behave responsibly as 

you have done until today, use 

your head and your sense of 

responsibility.”

The outbreak’s center of 

gravity has long since shifted 

from China to Europe and the 

United States, which now has 

by far the largest number of 

confirmed cases—more than  

a half-million—and a death 

toll higher than Italy’s count 

of nearly 19,500, according to 

the tally kept by Johns Hop-

kins University.

The death rate—that is, the 

number of dead relative to the 

population—is still far higher 

in Italy than in the U.S., which 

has more than five times as 

many people. And worldwide, 

the true numbers of dead 

and infected are believed to 

be much higher because of 

US death toll  
now largest 
in the world

Karampatsos

Recovery 
goes online

US coronavirus deaths surpass Italy

Deb Purdy speaks to The Gazette in an interview Wednes-
day at the Red Road House in Janesville.

Addicts, alcoholics face adjustment
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