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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Larry E. Bobsin
•Sharon Lee Henke
•Richard L. Hoium
•Sandra Lou Jones

•Kenneth R. Laughery
•Virginia “Ginny” Finnane 
Lee
•Thomas J. Murphy

•Jamie Joe Nastali
•Linda Lou O’Brien
•Judith C. “Judy” Orlando
•Michelle Osborne

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 66 | Low 40  

Clearing 
and cooler

More on 7A

All dried up
Trump administration 

decides to end sanction 

waivers for countries 

buying oil from Iran. 

Page 6B

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Residents who want a solid 

piece of General Motors’ legacy 
in Janesville will get their chance 
May 4.

Blackhawk Community Credit 
Union plans to distribute bricks 
from the former General Motors 
assembly plant in Janesville. 
They’re free and come with a 
“certificate of authenticity” that 

memorializes the nearly 100 years 
the plant existed.

Credit union 
board member 
Steve Knox, a vol-
unteer in an effort 
to obtain, clean 
and distribute 
bricks from the 
plant, said the 
credit union has 

cleaned up about 2,000 bricks so 
far and is ready to hand out up to 
two bricks to anybody who wants 

them.
That effort has rolled out as the 

property’s new owner, Commer-
cial Development, has worked to 
demolish the plant and ready the 
250-acre site for redevelopment.

The credit union has worked 
with Commercial Development 
to obtain historical relics—
including bricks—from the plant 
that it aims to incorporate in a 
GM workers’ “legacy center” at a 
new, $30 million corporate head-
quarters in downtown Janesville.

The credit union has planned 
for months to give the bricks 
away to people who want them 
as a memento of the GM plant, a 
landmark to Janesville’s history 
as an auto manufacturing city.

As far as Knox knows, the 
Blackhawk volunteers are the 
only group making bricks avail-
able to the public.

“We’re the main GM ‘brick liai-
son,’ I think,” he said.

The 4.8 million-square-foot 
plant, which stopped production 

in 2009, has been steadily disap-
pearing as Commercial Develop-
ment trucks out steel and scrap. 
The company had promised to 
make some bricks available for 
former employees and others in 
the community.

Knox said credit union volun-
teers will distribute the bricks 
from 1 to 4 p.m. May 4 at Black-
hawk’s west-side branch at 2640 
W. Court St. The distribution is 

Pelican flock drawing attention of bird-watchers in Janesville area

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A pelican spreads its wings as it takes off above the Rock River on Monday near the boat launch at the intersection of River Street and Rockport Road in 
Janesville. A large flock of the birds has been seen in Janesville, and Neil Deupree of the Bird City-Janesville Facebook page said he counted about 200 of 
the birds over the weekend and saw 30 to 50 on Monday. For more photos and information about the pelicans, go to Page 7A.

Hardened history: ‘Brick liaison’ BHCCU plans to distribute 
remnants from former GM plant to public

Knox

Turn to BRICKS on Page 6A

Report: Insolvency 
likely by 2026, 2035

By Andrew Taylor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The financial condi-

tion of the government’s 

bedrock retirement pro-

grams for middle- and 

working-class Americans 

remains shaky, with Medi-

care pointed toward insol-

vency by 2026, according 

to a report Monday by the 

government’s overseers of 

Medicare and Social Secu-

rity.

It paints a sobering 

picture of the programs, 

though it’s relatively 
unchanged from last year’s 
update. Social Security 
would become insolvent 
in 2035, one year later than 
previously estimated.

Both programs will even-
tually need to be addressed 
to avert automatic cuts 
should their trust funds 
run dry. Neither President 
Donald Trump nor Capitol 
Hill’s warring factions have 
put politically perilous cost 
curbs on their to-do list.

The report is the lat-
est update of the govern-
ment’s troubled fiscal pic-
ture. It lands in a capital 
that has proven chron-
ically unable to address it. 
Trump has declared ben-
efit cuts to the nation’s 

signature retirement pro-

grams off limits, and many 

Democratic presidential 

candidates are calling for 

expanding Medicare ben-

efits rather than address-

ing the program’s worsen-

ing finances.

Many on both sides 

actually agree it would 

be better for Washington 

to act sooner rather than 

later to shore up the pro-

grams rather than wait 

until they are on the brink 

of insolvency and have to 

weigh more drastic steps.

“The programs that mil-

lions of Americans pay into 

and expect to have in the 

future are going broke—

driving up federal spend-

ing, growing our deficits 

and crowding out other 

priorities in the process. 

We cannot afford to ignore 

this reality any longer,” said 

Arkansas Rep. Steve Wom-

ack, ranking Republican 

on the Budget Committee.

But potential cuts such 

as curbing inflationary 

increases for Social Secu-

rity, hiking payroll taxes or 

raising the Medicare retire-

ment age are so politically 

freighted and toxic that 

Washington’s power play-

ers are mostly ignoring the 

problem.

Later this year, Social 

Security is expected to 

declare a 1.8% cost-of-liv-

ing increase for 2020 based 

on current trends, program 

officials say.

Monday’s report by 

three Cabinet heads and 

Social Security’s acting 

commissioner, urges law-

makers to “take action 

Medicare, Social Security face shaky fiscal futures
Both programs will need to eventually be addressed to avert 

automatic cuts should their trust funds run dry. Neither 

President Donald Trump nor Capitol Hill’s warring factions 

have put politically perilous costs curbs on their to-do lists.

Turn to PROGRAMS on Page 7A

Bucks advance
Bucks down Pistons, 

127-104, to advance to 

second-round series 

with the Celtics in 

NBA playoffs. Page 1B

Crew crushed
St. Louis pounds out 18 

hits en route to  

hammering Milwaukee, 

13-5, on Monday. 

Page 1B

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville’s pursuit of a 

new indoor sports complex 

passed another checkpoint 

Monday after the city coun-

cil unanimously authorized 

spending $25,000 for the 

building’s design and busi-

ness plan development 

phase.

The council also nar-

rowed the list of potential 

sites to three—the Janes-

ville Mall, a vacant lot 

near the intersection of 

Wright Road and Milwau-

kee Street, and a vacant 

lot between the Janesville 

Youth Sports Complex and 

W.W. Grainger.

Borrowing $25,000 will 

cover half the costs for 

the design and business 

plan phase. The Janesville 

Area Convention and Visi-

tors Bureau is covering the 

other $25,000.

The two organizations 

split the cost of a survey and 

feasibility study last year 

to gauge public interest 

in the project. The survey 

was largely supportive, and 

most respondents believed 

replacing the Janesville Ice 

Arena was necessary.

Public support contin-

ued Monday night. Five peo-

ple spoke in favor of a new 

facility, which is expected 

to have one permanent 

ice rink, a temporary rink 

that could be removed for 

other sports and additional 

Turn to COUNCIL on Page 7A

Council 
OKs sports 

complex 
design 
funding

 Æ Officials also narrow  
potential site list to three

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=c42270c0-0040-5bec-a575-76d579d2bea1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=c42270c0-0040-5bec-a575-76d579d2bea1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=c42270c0-0040-5bec-a575-76d579d2bea1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=c42270c0-0040-5bec-a575-76d579d2bea1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=c42270c0-0040-5bec-a575-76d579d2bea1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=c42270c0-0040-5bec-a575-76d579d2bea1
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=c42270c0-0040-5bec-a575-76d579d2bea1

