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Parker seminar goes virtual
Parker High School students will  

participate for the 48th year in a row  

in field research in Washington D.C., but  

they will do their work online because of 

safety concerns about the coronavirus. 
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‘You were my heart’
A crowd of about 50 people  

gathered together in  

downtown Janesville on  

Saturday to mourn the death  

of 15-month-old Jaylee Conaway. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 28  
Sunshine mixing 
with some clouds

More on 7A
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JANESVILLE
Take one look at the fox-red Labrador 

retriever sprawled across the living room 
rug, and you might easily mistake him 
for an easygoing family pet.

But Tom Garrett of Janesville knows 
the 92-pound dog, named Clifford, is so 
much more.

Just look at what happens when Gar-
rett brings out the har-
ness. The hulking Lab 
jumps to attention, and 
his whole demeanor shifts 
into work mode.

Late last year, Garrett 
met Clifford, a guide dog 
from Guiding Eyes for the 
Blind guide dog school in 
Yorktown Heights, New 
York.

The union was 
life-changing.

Garrett, who has been 
legally blind since child-

hood, depends on Clifford to safely guide 
him in a variety of situations.

“Clifford is literally my eyes,” he said.
The bond between him and his guide 

dog is much stronger than the bond with 
a family pet.

“A guide dog develops a real sense of 
protective responsibilities,” Garrett said. 
“They are with you 24 hours a day.”

The dog takes Garrett around obstruc-
tions, stops at curbs and stairs, and is 
great at finding doors. Clifford even 

helps Garrett find empty chairs in wait-

ing rooms.

Clifford also quickly learns the routes 

to and from places where Garrett often 

goes. In the grocery store, the Lab knows 

where the meat and produce sections 

are.

When Garrett is outdoors on his 

2-acre rural property, Clifford helps him 

find key places, including Garrett’s four 

beehives.

In addition, 73-year-old Garrett has 

more independence traveling to festivals 

to play the banjo, mandolin and fiddle 

with Clifford at his side.

“He’s really superb at the job he does,” 

Garrett said.

Unfortunately, the public sometimes 

interferes with Clifford’s work.

“Every time I go out, I have to remind 

people not to distract Clifford,” Garrett 

said. “When you see a dog wearing a har-

ness, that dog is focused on doing his 

job. Don’t talk to him. Don’t call him by 

name. Don’t look him in the eye. If he 

goes to be petted, he lets me run into 

things.”

Service dog so much more than family pet

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Tom Garrett recently graduated from Guiding Eyes for the Blind with a new guide dog, Clif-
ford. He and Clifford have gotten to know each other in recent weeks, and the match has been 
life-changing, Garrett says.

MORE INFORMATION
To learn more about Guiding Eyes for the 

Blind guide dog school, visit guidingeyes 
.org or call 800-942-0149 or 914-245-4024.
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Guiding eyes

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

The message from 

health officials has been 

clear: If you are sick, stay 

home and do not go to 

work.

But what happens if you 

don’t have a home?

If your home is a busy 

homeless shelter?

If your rent payment is 

dependent on this week’s 

shifts?

Low-income and unin-

sured individuals are 

some of the most vulner-

able people during a pan-

demic, said Ian Hedges, 

CEO of HealthNet, a free 

and charitable clinic in 

Rock County.

The World Health Orga-

nization announced a 

COVID-19 pandemic this 

week.

Wisconsin has had 27 

confirmed cases as of Sat-

urday afternoon. Cases 

have been confirmed in 

Milwaukee, Dane, Racine, 

Fond du Lac, Waukesha, 

Winnebago, Sheboygan 

and Pierce counties.

As always, it is critical 

that people who do not 

Community leaders work to help those facing COVID-19

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Nurse Betty Barnett sanitizes an office Friday at HealthNet 
in Janesville.

By Paul Wiseman and Jim Vertuno

Associated Press

AUSTIN, TEXAS
It took 15 minutes for the coronavirus 

to wreck Shelley Hutchings’ carefully cal-
culated financial plans.

Hutchings, a bartender and performer, 
had lined up gigs in advance of the South 
by Southwest film, music and technology 
festival, which draws hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors to Austin each year. She’d 
expected to earn about $3,000—enough 
to pay her taxes and buy a new sewing 
machine for a tailoring business she runs.

Relaxed, she sat down to watch a 
movie. Then her phone started vibrat-
ing. Cancellations rolled in. One by one, 
the jobs she’s been counting on were gone. 
In the face of the spreading coronavirus 
outbreak, Austin officials had called off 
the festival just as the first attendees had 
begun to arrive.

“In 15 minutes, things fell apart,” 
Hutchings said. “To watch it vanish, all 
at once, was shocking.”

As Hutchings and hundreds of mil-
lions of Americans can attest, damage 
from the coronavirus has pummeled the 
U.S. economy with breathtaking speed 
and force. Hour by hour, day by day, the 
activities that households take part in 
and spend money on—plane trips, sport-
ing events, movies, concerts, restaurant 
meals, shopping trips for clothes, furni-
ture, appliances—are grinding to a halt.

And so, it seems, is the U.S. economy.
Just a month ago, experts had expected 

any severe economic pain from the out-
break to be confined mainly to Asia and 
Europe. The U.S. economy, enjoying a 
record-breaking 11-year-long expan-
sion, would likely keep cruising, it was 
thought—a bit bruised but not seriously 
damaged.

Now, forecasters can’t downgrade 
their outlook for the American economy 
fast enough.

“The expansion is under threat,” said 
Philipp Carlsson-Szlezak, chief econo-
mist at the Boston Consulting Group. 
“There’s a very plausible risk this will 
amount to a recession.’’

On Wednesday, Wells Fargo Securi-
ties had predicted a slight drop in the 
nation’s gross domestic product—the 
broadest measure of economic output—
in the April-June quarter. The next day, 
as the American stock market endured 
its deepest plunge since 1987, Wells Fargo 
economist Jay Bryson wrote that it was 
“painfully obvious that we need to rethink 
this forecast’’ and further downgrade the 
outlook.

How did the picture darken so sharply, 
so quickly?

The speed of the virus’ spread appeared 

RELATED
• Nation/World: President Donald Trump has 

tested negative for the new coronavirus, his doctor says./
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• Janesville: Hedberg Public Library announced it 
will close until April 6./Page 2A

Helping the vulnerable

Grinding to a halt
Virus-related shutdowns could bring on a recession
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