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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 49 | Low 29  

Increasing 
amounts of sun

More on 8A

Having hope
Indigenous leaders hope  

a federal executive action 

will help authorities resolve 

cases of missing, murdered 

Native American women.  

Page 2A

DNR agrees
The Department of Natural 

Resources concurred with 

Enbridge’s assessment of 

the company’s chemical 

cleanup process near Lake 

Koshkonong. Page 3A

Wrestling previews
Parker has a conference 

crown in its sights while 

Craig’s new head coach has 

liked the competition within 

his team during preseason  

practices. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In Rock County, health care officials say 

they are not seeing a surge in hospitaliza-

tions for COVID-19 infections—at least 

not one like the deluge of patients with 

coronavirus that hospitals saw this time 

last year.

Yet local hospital officials and an epide-

miologist for Rock County say COVID-19 

hospitalizations have been on an uptick 

here recently, and it comes as hospitals 

also are seeing an increase in people being 

admitted for non-COVID-19 illnesses, 

including seasonal flu and cold viruses.

Hospitals are further treating more 

people with severe complications from 

diabetes and heart and circulatory dis-

eases—the types of chronic illnesses that 

health experts have linked to patients 

deferring routine health care during the 

pandemic.

Nick Zupan, epidemiologist for the 

Rock County Public Health Department, 

said that as of this week, hospitals county-

wide only have about 3% of intensive-care 

unit beds open and available and that all 

Hospitals reporting more patients
OTHER LOCAL AND STATE COVID-19 DATA

As of Thursday, 26 patients in Rock County 
were receiving COVID-19 treatment, per Rock 
County Public Health Department data.

From Nov. 22 to Monday, 658 new cases 
had been reported in Rock County with a test 
positivity rate of 12.2%, federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention data shows.

As of Wednesday, the day most recent 
data was available, 91.8% of hospital beds in 

Wisconsin were occupied as 94.7% of inten-
sive care unit beds were in use, the Wiscon-
sin Department of Health Services reported.

In the last seven days, Wisconsin has 
reported 22,576 new cases and 128 deaths 
due to COVID-19, according to the CDC.

—Austin Montgomery,  
Adams Publishing Group

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Beloit School District released a 

statement Monday in support of one of its 

students who was offended by the “gang-

ster-themed” outfits worn by several Janes-

ville Parker High School students at a girls 

basketball game against Beloit Memorial 

High School on Nov. 23.

Mandi Franks, captain of Beloit Memo-

rial’s girls varsity basketball team, wrote 

an email to Parker High School Athletic 

Director Clayton Kreger and Parker Princi-

pal Christoper Laue expressing her disap-

pointment with how the Janesville Parker 

students were dressed at the game.

Parker students were seen wearing 

white tank tops, saggy pants exposing their 

underwear, backwards hats, durags and 

gold chains. In her email, Franks said the 

outfits mocked Black culture and made a 

joke out of gang violence which is a serious 

issue for many Beloit students.

“The deaths we mourn every day and 

our peers we watch go to prison every day 

are not jokes to us, and they should not 

be jokes to your students,” Franks wrote 

in her letter to Kreger before suggesting 

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

A former Janesville man 

pleaded guilty Monday to mis-

demeanor disorderly conduct in 

a 2019 domestic assault 

incident involving a 

woman he knows.

In Rock County Court, 

Mark E. Mueller, 58, cur-

rently of Macomb, Illi-

nois, waived his right to 

a jury trial and pleaded 

no contest to the mis-

demeanor. In exchange, 

two other counts—felony stran-

gulation and suffocation and 

misdemeanor battery—

were dropped by the 

prosecution.

As part of the plea, 

Mueller will spend no 

additional time in prison 

and instead be fined 

$200. The initial charges 

would have carried a 

maximum sentence of six 

years in prison with a possible 

fine of up to $10,000.

Mueller was reportedly teased 

by the victim for being a fan of 

the Minnesota Vikings football 

team, which allegedly prompted 

the altercation at the woman’s 

residence on Dec. 24, 2019.

According to a probable-cause 

statement filed by the Janes-

ville Police Department, the 

woman stated Mueller became 

“very angry” after her remarks 

and that she tried to calm him 

down. Mueller then reportedly 

approached the woman, put 

his hands around her neck and 

throat and began strangling her.

The woman also told police 

Mueller stated he would “(exple-

tive) kill her.” She said previous 

physical altercations with Muel-

ler also included him threatening 

her life and another attempt to 

Man, prosecutors strike plea agreement in domestic abuse case

Mueller

‘Stronger  
together’

COVID-19 burden has grown; 
people with other ailments 
also occupying beds locally

Felony charge dropped; 
no more jail time, paying 

$200 fine part of deal

Above: An Army White House military social aide stands in the 
Blue Room of the White House on Monday. The décor theme for 
the White House this year is dedicated to frontline workers, such 
as nurses, doctors, teachers, grocery store employees and oth-
ers, who persevered during the COVID-19 pandemic. Fewer peo-
ple than usual are likely to see the display with public tours still 
suspended, but videos, photos and other details can be found 
online at whitehouse.gov/holidays. Right: Photos of Presi-
dent Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden and of former President 
Barack Obama and former first lady Michelle Obama are dis-
played in a Christmas tree in the State Dining Room on Monday.
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White House Christmas

Beloit school officials lend  
support to basketball captain 
who emailed over fans’ dress
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