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FESTIVALS
Leafy jamboree

Edgerton goes for the gold
as it celebrates 50 years of its
annual Tobacco Heritage Days
from July 16-18 at locations throughout the
city.
Events taking
place downtown, at Central Park and
at Racetrack Park
include:
softball and
little league
tournaments;
a Home Talent League baseball game; a women’s
alumni softball game;
pottery fair and art festival; lipsync contest; pie and ice cream
social; Masonic breakfast; 1-mile,
5K and 10K Rascal Runs; Sunday parade; big wheel races and
other kids’ activities; car show;
tobacco ax throwing contest; pie
eating contest, knockerball and
more.
In addition, live music is
scheduled all three nights with
performances by Bree Morgan,
Granny Shot, Free Fallin’ and Jerrod Niemann.
Cost is $10 for the weekend,
and parking is free. For more
information, visit edgerton
tobaccodays.com or search for
“Edgerton Tobacco Heritage
Days” on Facebook.
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historic planes on display
War II, will be among several
aircraft built during World
in Janesville.
Diamond Lil, a B-24 Liberator 23-25 at the Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport
July
end. The event runs from
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Warbird Weekend—
set for July 23-25—
will feature a
dozen authentic
warplanes. kicks,
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Departed district
administrator details
‘concerns’ he has about
some Evansville School
Board members.
Page 3A

Khris Middleton’s
big night helped the
Bucks draw level
with the Suns at two
games apiece in the
NBA Finals. Page 1B

Warbird Weekend

unique
said Janesville’s event a
affair.
and “fully-immersive”
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Transparency questioned
Watchdog group looks
into Rock County Board
appointment process
By Austin Montgomery
Adams Publishing Group
JANESVILLE

A Wisconsin government watchdog claims the Rock County Board of
Supervisors’ administration might
be violating the state open meetings
law regarding pending appointments
of new supervisors. The administration contends the actions are lawful.
In late May, District 11 Supervisor

Kaelyb Lokrantz resigned after moving from the city and town of Beloit
district. In mid-June, District 23
Supervisor Doug Wilde resigned, citing conflicts with his
career while serving. The resignations
prompted the county
to begin a search for
replacement candidates.
County Board
Chairman Richard
Bostwick
Bostwick has the
authority to make
appointments and fill vacant supervisor seats, with Rock County Corporation Counsel Richard Greenlee

contending that how Bostwick
chooses to make appointments is
not subject to the Wisconsin open
meetings law, even after the chairman opted to involve other members
of the county board to participate in
the selection process and interviews
of potential board appointees.
Tom Kamenick, president and
founder of the Wisconsin Transparency Project, said the board’s leadership is attempting to delegate responsibilities to a committee that does not
hold open public meetings.
“Governmental bodies cannot
create other bodies to help them
perform their work without those

Turn to TRANSPARENCY on Page 7A

Brad McClenny/The Gainesville Sun
A photo of deceased U.S.Air Force Airman 2nd Class Edward
J. Miller, who died in a plane crash in 1952 in Alaska, is displayed with a single dog tag, debris from the plane crash
and a letter telling the family that these items were recovered from the crash.

Long-lost airman
to be buried
in Evansville
Æ Military convoy will escort Edward J. Miller

from Milwaukee on Friday; burial is Saturday
By Scott Froehlich
sfroehlich@gazettextra.com
After his military
transport plane crashed
into an Alaskan mountainside nearly 70 years
ago, Edward J. Miller is
finally coming home.
On Friday, Miller will
be transported to the
Ward-Hurtley Funeral
Home en route to Maple
Hill Cemetery in Evansville, where he will be laid
to rest.
Starting at Mitchell International Airport
in Milwaukee, a military
convoy—to be joined by
the Rock County Sheriff’s Office and Evansville
Police Department—will
escort Miller and members of his family along
a route leading to the
funeral home.
According to a news
release from the Evansville Police Department,
the convoy will depart
the Piggly Wiggly on the
east side of Evansville at
6:30 p.m. and continue
west on Main Street, then

Testing the waters
Above: Jeff Hess plays fetch with his
6-month-old puppy named Daisy while
spending time at Storrs Lake in Milton late
Wednesday morning.
Right: Josiah Rogers, 12, reels in a small fish
while spending time at Storrs Lake in Milton
late Wednesday morning.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

IF YOU GO
What: Edward J.
Miller’s funeral procession and burial.
When: Procession
through Evansville at
6:30 p.m. Friday; burial
at Maple Hill Cemetery
at 1 p.m. Saturday.
Where: Friday procession starts at Piggly
Wiggly in Evansville,
continues on Main
Street and Fifth Street
to Ward-Hurtley Funeral
Home; Saturday burial
procession to Maple Hill
Cemetery and burial
with full military honors
to follow.

south on Fifth Street
before reaching the
funeral home.
The release encourages
members of the public to
show their respects by lining Main Street during the
procession. There will be
no parking on East Main
Street or on the north side
of West Main Street from
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County health officials encourage youth to get vaccinated
By Hillary Gavan
Adams Publishing Group
Local health officials are
encouraging more young people to get the COVID-19 vaccine
before the start of the new school
year as variants of the virus continue to circulate.
“It’s important to get vaccinated to protect yourself from
the variants that are circulating

According to the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, 48.1%
of the total population in the state has completed a vaccine series. That
includes 25% of 12- to 15-year-olds and 34.5% of 16- to 17-year-olds.
as well as the original strain of
COVID-19. All three of the vaccines offer protection against the
variants,” Rock County Publicc
Health Department communications specialist Jessica Turner

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•James Lee Carlson
•Hugh Gene Dahl
•Jerry L. Flood

•Claire Fredricks
•Leroy L. “Roy” Machnik
•William R. “Bill” O’Neal

•Joseph G. Roberts
•Roxanne M. Taylor-Hundt

said. “By getting more people vaccinated, it decreases the chance
of more variants surfacing.”
More young people in Rock
County and across the state are
getting vaccinated.

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 79 | Low 63
A shower and
thunderstorm
More on 7A

According to the Wisconsin
Department of Health Services,
48.1% of the total population in
the state has completed a vaccine
series. That includes 25% of 12- to
15-year-olds and 34.5% of 16- to
17-year-olds.
The total number of 12- to
18-year-olds vaccinated in Rock
County is 4,715.
About 29% of the county’s 12- to
15-year-olds have gotten the first

dose, and 25% of that age group
is fully vaccinated. About 38% of
16- to 17-year-olds have gotten
at least one dose, and 33% have
completed the series, according
to data from the health department.
“We’d like to see them a little
bit higher with the school year
coming up, and we are doing
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