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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Gerry R. Bean
•Jeanette M. Brearley
•Geraldine C. Hilt
•Joanne “Jo” K. Hubacher
•Frank Donovan Jameson

•Debra “Debbie” June 
Jones
•Joyce A. McGuire
•Dorothy Reddy
•John Patrick Regester

•Sally Alma Reisem
•Barbara K. Schuren
•George A. Taylor
•Jeanette B. Taylor
•David C. Yoss

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 87| Low 73 

Partly sunny, 
warmer and humid

More on 7A

Critical win
Christian Yelich 

late heroics lift the 

Brewers to 4-3 win 

against the Cubs. 

Page 1B

Smoke out
Program to focus 

on creative art 

of smoking meats. 

Page 3A

By Ken Thomas

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

When President Donald 

Trump pulled the plug on an 

upcoming trip to North Ko-

rea by his secretary of state, 

he pointed a finger of blame 

at China and the global su-

perpower’s trade practices.

In his recent trade break-

through with Mexico, Trump 

praised the country’s outgo-

ing president for his help on 

border security and agricul-

ture.

Both developments of-

fered fresh evidence of how 

Trump has made trade policy 

the connective tissue that ties 

together different elements 

of his “America First” foreign 

policy and syncs them with 

his political strategy for the 

2020 presidential election.

Trump’s 2016 triumph was 

paved in part by his support 

among blue-collar voters in 

Midwestern manufacturing 

states that narrowly sup-

ported him over Democrat 

Hillary Clinton, including 

Michigan, Wisconsin, Ohio 

and Pennsylvania.

His aggressive trade tac-

tics, epitomized by tariffs and 

standoffs with longtime eco-

nomic partners and allies, 

are aimed at reversing what 

he has long viewed as unfair 

trade deals while maintain-

ing support among largely 

white, working-class voters 

who have been hurt by the 

loss of manufacturing jobs.

Trump sees mixing trade, foreign policy as good politics
President 
Donald Trump in 
August listens 
during a phone 
call with Mexican 
President 
Enrique Pena 
Nieto about a 
trade agreement 
between the 
United States 
and Mexico, in 
the Oval Office of 
the White House. 

Associated Press

 Æ Laborfest, Thresheree, 
fair all feel the effects

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
Despite consistent rain 

all weekend that forced 
the postponement or 
cancellation of multiple 
events, Walworth County 
Fair volunteers and vis-
itors weren’t letting the 
nasty weather get them 
down.

“We’ve seen several vid-
eos and pictures floating 
around with kids running 
through the water and a 
bunch of kids doing cart-
wheels through big, huge 
puddles,” Walworth Coun-
ty Fair General Manager 
Larry Gaffey said. “People 
are making the best of it. 
Spirits are good here.”

Some folks who camped 
out on the fairgrounds cast 
fishing poles and placed 
fake alligators in pools of 
standing water. It seemed 
most people who braved 
the rain accepted it would 
be muddy and didn’t let it 
bother them, he said.

But the rain was still 
enough to cancel some 
holiday events.

Organizers of Janes-
ville’s Labor Day parade 
canceled it early Monday 
morning, hours before the 
parade was scheduled to 
snake through downtown.

In Edgerton, the Rock 
River Thresheree can-
celed its fourth and final 
day Monday. Thresheree 
Board President Todd 
Ligman said he didn’t 
think that had ever hap-
pened before in the event’s 
60-plus-year history.

The grounds at 
Thresherman’s Park were 
somewhat torn up and 
had up to 3 feet of standing 
water in low-lying places. 
At least the soil drains well 
and dries quickly, he  said.

The first three days of 
the Thresheree went on 
as planned, even though it 
rained off and on all week-
end. Attendance declined, 
but those who did show up 
still enjoyed the historical 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Talking with a group of friends 

and family about her plans, it’s clear 
Milton resident Sara Knutson is a 
taskmaster.

Sitting at a table in the communi-
ty room at Janesville’s First Lutheran 
Church, Knutson works to pin down 
facts, numbers and ideas that arise 
from chit-chat, and she resets con-
versations, steering the focus back to 
the core issue the group has come to 
meet about.

Knutson and a group of six are try-
ing to launch Camden’s Hope Center, 

a proposed nonprofit daytime activity 

center for local adults who have devel-

opmental and cognitive disabilities.

Knutson said some local adults 

with disabilities might not be living 

lives as full as possible because local 

day centers are increasingly crowded 

or are geared toward services for the 

elderly.

One of those Camden’s Hope would 

serve is Knutson’s son, Camden.

Knutson and her mother, Dorothy 

Knutson, spearheaded the effort to 

build CAMDEN Playground at Palm-

er Park in Janesville. It’s specially 

designed for use by physically and 

cognitively disabled children.

CAMDEN Playground has been in 

operation since 1993, and it’s named 

after Sara Knutson’s son, Camden. 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Sara Knutson, right, sits with her son, Camden, who has autism, at their home in Milton. Sara Knutson wants to start an 
activity center for adults with disabilities.

Wet weekend 
wreaks havoc with 
Labor Day events

Motivated by hope
Woman who launched CAMDEN Playground proposes center for disabled adults

MORE INFORMATION
What: Camden’s Hope Center is 

a group of people who seek to start 
a nonprofit daytime activity center 
for young to middle-aged adults who 
have moderate development and 
cognitive disabilities.

Those interested in learning more 
about the proposed center can con-
tact Camden’s Hope Chairwoman 
Sara Knutson at 608-868-2369.

We’ve seen several videos 

and pictures floating 

around with kids running 

through the water and a 

bunch of kids doing cart-

wheels through big, huge 

puddles. People are making 

the best of it. Spirits are 

good here.

Walworth County Fair 

General Manager 

Larry Gaffey
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