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Drop boxes limited
A Waukesha County judge 

ruled ballot drop boxes 

in the state may only be 

located at municipal clerks’ 

offices. Page 2A

Cougars fade
Madison East went on a 12-0 

scoring run to close a Big 

Eight boys basketball game 

against Janesville Craig and 

win it, 76-68. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 29 | Low 19  

Colder;  
a little snow

More on 10A
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CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A group of college students and recent Parker High graduates still on winter break take advantage of the Wednesday’s mild weather to get in 
a late afternoon game of two-hand touch football at the Janesville Youth Sports Complex. After Thursday’s high of 39 degrees it will be a little 
colder today with a forecasted high of 29. For more on the weather, turn to 10A.

Football weather

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

COVID-19 cases continue to 

increase, particularly among the 

young, as the number of hospi-

talizations in Rock County set a 

record Thursday.

There were 75 people hospi-

talized in Rock County because 

of COVID-19 as of Thursday. The 

previous high mark was 74 hos-

pitalizations on Nov. 18, 2020, 

according to Rock County Public 

Health Department data.

There were 4,421 active cases 

in the county Thursday and a case 

rate of 1,559 per 100,000 people.

The number of 4- to 18-year-

olds who are testing positive for 

COVID-19 continues to grow. 

From Jan. 5 to 11, there were 249 

cases among children age 4 to 13, 

and 143 new cases for those age 14 

to 18, according to a Rock County 

Public Health Department report 

issued on Jan. 13.

Cases were most prevalent 

in Rock County among 25- to 

34-year-olds, followed by 15- to 

24-year-olds.

As of Thursday, there were 

136 new cases of COVID-19 in 

Rock County after 338 new cases 

were reported Wednesday and 

638 were reported Tuesday. The 

total number of cases since the 

pandemic began reached 28,517, 

and the total number of deaths 

reached 261, according to county 

Hospitals hit new high
Data: 75 COVID-19  

patients in Rock  
County facilities

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

It looks as though interest—

and competition—could be heavy 

among local nonprofit organi-

zations in need of the $2 million 

in federal COVID-19 relief fund-

ing Janesville plans to disperse as 

grant money.

Erin Davis, an assistant to Janes-

ville City Manager Mark Freitag 

and a grant-writer by trade, is at 

the helm administering “Pay it For-

ward”—a new, city grant program 

that leverages some of the $11 mil-

lion in American Rescue Plan Act 

funds the federal government dis-

bursed last year to the city.

The new program is the first 

of its kind in Janesville—a pass-

through grant the city would use 

to award local, private charitable 

nonprofit organizations that are 

pursuing needed facility upgrades 

and other projects that typically 

can be difficult to qualify for grant 

funding.

Davis said that although the city 

council’s approval of the grant pro-

gram was only made public at its 

meeting on Monday night, the city 

had already received by Thursday 

15 calls and several emails from 

local nonprofits who might vie for 

a slice of the $2-million pie. The 

city plans to carve up the total into 

smaller chunks—$50,000 to a max-

imum of $1 million, based on the 

size and scope of the projects.

“It’s a lot of interest,” Davis said 

of the calls, adding that she’s not 

surprised.

Davis said the pandemic has 

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Edgerton-area residents will 

not be paying for two new fire 

stations the city of Milton hopes 

to build even though Milton and 

four surrounding towns wish to 

join the Edgerton Fire Protection 

District.

The petition to join the 

district spells out that the cost 

of build the fire stations will not 

be shared with Edgerton taxpay-

ers. The city of Milton has hired 

a consulting firm to write and 

market a referendum that will 

ask Milton-area voters to agree 

to pay for the fire stations.

Conversely, Milton-area resi-

dents will not be required to foot 

any bills related to improvements 

of Edgerton’s existing facilities, 

such as the Edgerton Fire Station, 

until well after an intergovern-

mental agreement is established. 

Cost won’t be shared by the five 

petitioning municipalities until 

2033—10 years after they are 

admitted into the district.

The joint petition of the city 

and town of Milton and the 

towns of Harmony Johnstown 

and Lima spells out the condi-

tions under which they will share 

costs of EMS and fire protection 

once they’re part of the district. 

which currently includes the city 

of Edgerton and the towns of Ful-

ton, Porter, Albion and Sumner.

Construction-related costs 

and engineering of the two new 

proposed fire stations, to be 

located in Milton East and Mil-

ton West, will be covered by 

Milton and the four other peti-

tioning communities.

Upon completion of the sta-

tions, operational costs would 

then be paid for by the Edgerton 

fire district as a whole.

Furthermore, the smaller 

townships of Harmony, John-

stown and Lima, under the agree-

ment, would be only required 

to pay a proportionate share of 

expenditures based on the equal-

ized value of their property that 

lies within the new fire district.

Now that Edgerton’s Fire Pro-

tection District Commission 

board has received the petition, 

its members will evaluate fire 

and EMS services requested by 

the intergovernmental group. If 

the board determines the request 

is feasible, and approves the 

requests, a planned transitional 

phase will be set into motion.

This will ensure the new mem-

bers “have no lapse in fire pro-

tection or EMS paramedic ser-

vice coverage,” according to the 

petition.

In the meantime, the Janes-

ville’s fire district will provide 

mutual aid, as it has since a fire 

protection agreement with Mil-

ton expired at the end of 2021.

Documents: In fire services deal, funding would remain local
Edgerton tax dollars 
would not be used  

in Milton and vice versa

Janesville 
starts grant 
program for 
nonprofits
Funding comes from 

federal COVID-19 relief

Cases were most prevalent 

in Rock County among  

25- to 34-year-olds, 

followed by 15- to  

24-year-olds. As of 

Thursday, there were 136 

new cases of COVID-19 

in Rock County after 338 

new cases were reported 

Wednesday and 638 were 

reported Tuesday. Turn to HOSPITALS on Page 7A

Turn to PROGRAM on Page 7A
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