
Gazette
The

WISCONSIN’S BEST NEWSPAPER

Monday, January 28, 2019 • Our 173rd year • $1.50

Classified . . . . . .7B-8B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .5B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . .3A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .6A

Nation/World  . .6B-7B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .4A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . .8B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .8A

©2019 Bliss Communications. All rights reserved.

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A

•Jeremy Lee Jorgenson
•John McConnell Wood
•Tyler C. Sather

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 25 | Low -2  

Windy, a little 
morning snow

More on 7A

Area schools 

cancel classes
Many school districts 

canceled today’s classes 

because of the forecast 

for heavy snow and cold 

temperatures. Page 6A

Report planned
YWCA Rock County 

is working with a group  

to create a report on 

the racial inequalities 

residents of Rock County 

face. Page 3A

Thunder end Bucks’ streak
Paul George scored 36 points to lead 

the Oklahoma City Thunder to a 

118-112 win over the visiting 

Milwaukee Bucks on Sunday.

The loss ended Milwaukee’s 

six-game winning streak. Page 1B

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
About 21 hours before Jeff W. 

Hanson was found dead in a Janesville 

hotel, he sent a text to 

a woman he knew.

“I left the money 

under the seat.”

The woman, ac-

cording to police and 

text messages includ-

ed in their reports, 

went to South Beloit, 

Illinois, bought what 

she thought was heroin and gave it 

to Hanson.

Early the next morning, Oct. 28, 

2017, Hanson, 37, was found dead—

his body cold to the touch, his face 

and upper chest tinted in shades of 

purple—in a bathroom at a Janesville 

hotel.

Police didn’t arrest the wom-

an suspected of giving Hanson the 

drugs, but they recommended the 

district attorney’s office charge her 

with delivering heroin. After tests 

showed other substances—including 

fentanyl but no heroin—in Hanson’s 

system, the Rock County District 

Attorney’s Office declined to prose-

cute the case.

Hanson was one of 14 overdose 

deaths in Janesville in 2017.

None have resulted in prosecu-

tions.

Of the 14, police made one ar-

rest, but prosecutors declined to file 

charges. Police requested arrest war-

rants in three additional cases, but 

no warrants were issued, according 

to the Janesville Police Department.

Rock County District Attorney 

David O’Leary said drug cases, es-

pecially those involving a death, are 

tough to prove.

“One of the most difficult and 

heart wrenching decisions that the 

prosecutors in my office face are 

when we do not have sufficient ev-

idence to prove a crime that we 

suspect occurred,” O’Leary wrote to 

Hanson’s father last month.

By Vanessa Gera

Associated Press

WARSAW, POLAND
The world marked International 

Holocaust Remembrance Day on Sunday 

amid a revival of hate-inspired violence 

and signs that younger generations know 

less and less about the genocide of Jews, 

Roma and others by Nazi Germany during 

World War II.

As survivors of Auschwitz marked the 

74th anniversary of the notorious death 

camp’s liberation, a far-right activist who 

served time in prison for burning an effigy 

of a Jew placed a wreath there with about 

50 other Polish nationalists to protest the 

official observances.

Piotr Rybak said the group opposes the 

annual ceremony at Auschwitz to mark 

the camp’s liberation by the Soviet army, 

the event that gave rise to the internation-

al Jan. 27 remembrance. Rybak claimed 

it glorifies the 1 million Jewish victims 

killed at the Auschwitz-Birkenau death 

complex and discounts the 70,000 Poles 

killed there.

“It’s time to fight against Jewry and 

free Poland from them!” Rybak said as 

he marched to the site, according to a 

report by Polish daily newspaper Gazeta 

Wyborcza on its website.

Rybak’s claim is incorrect. The cere-

mony at the state-run memorial site paid 

homage Sunday, as it does every year, to 

all of the camp’s victims, both Jews and 

By Deb Reichmann

Associated Press

WASHINGTON 
President Donald Trump 

said Sunday that the odds 
congressional negotiators 
will craft a deal to end his 
border wall standoff with 
Congress are “less than 50-
50.”

As hundreds of thou-
sands of furloughed federal 
workers prepared to return 
to work, Trump told The 
Wall Street Journal that he 
doesn’t think the negotia-
tors will strike a deal that 
he’d accept. He pledged to 
build a wall anyway using 
his executive powers to de-
clare a national emergency 
if necessary.

“I personally think it’s 
less than 50-50, but you 
have a lot of very good peo-
ple on that board,” Trump 
said in an interview with 
the newspaper.

The president was refer-
ring to a bipartisan com-
mittee of House and Senate 
lawmakers that will consid-
er border spending as part 
of the legislative process.

The president’s standoff 
with Democrats on Capitol 
Hill is far from over and the 
clock is ticking. The spend-
ing bill Trump signed on 
Friday to temporarily end 
the partial government 
shutdown funds the shut-
tered agencies only until 
Feb. 15.

It’s unclear if the 
Democrats will budge. 

Trump seemed girded 

for battle over the week-

end, sending out a series 

of online messages that 

foreshadowed the upcom-

ing fight with lawmakers. 

“BUILD A WALL & CRIME 

WILL FALL!” he tweeted.

Is Trump prepared to 

shut down the government 

again in three weeks?

“Yeah, I think he actually 

is,” acting White House chief 

of staff Mick Mulvaney said. 

“He doesn’t want to shut 

the government down, let’s 

make that very clear. He 

doesn’t want to declare a 

national emergency.”

But Mulvaney said that 

at “the end of the day, the 

president’s commitment is 

to defend the nation and he 

will do it with or without 

Congress.”

The linchpin in the 

standoff is Trump’s demand 

for $5.7 billion for his prized 

wall at the U.S.-Mexico bor-

der, a project Democrats 

consider an ineffective, 

wasteful monument to a ri-

diculous Trump campaign 

promise.

Asked if he’d willing to 

accept less than $5.7 billion 

to build a barrier on the 

southern border, Trump 

replied: “I doubt it.” He add-

ed: “I have to do it right.”

He also said he’d be wary 

of any proposed deal that 

exchanged funds for a wall 

for broad immigration re-

form. And when asked if he 

Why 14 overdose deaths in 2017 led to no charges

Another 
shutdown?
Trump says the odds to craft a deal 

on a border wall are ‘less than 50-50’

Auschwitz survivors pay homage as world remembers Holocaust

Associated Press
Survivors of Auschwitz arrive at the International Monument to the Victims of Fascism at the 
former Nazi German extermination camp KL Auschwitz II-Birkenau to place candles as part 
of International Holocaust Remembrance Day in Oswiecim, Poland, on Sunday.

‘We don’t want  
his story to die’

Revival of hate-inspired violence sparks new concerns

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Jeff M. Hanson, left, stands with his son and daughter-in-law Josh and Anna Hanson inside their home. The family feels 
they were left without answers after the woman who appeared to deliver the drugs that killed Jeff W. Hanson was never 
arrested or charged with any crime.

Jeff W. Hanson
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