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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Caryl J. Hatfield
•Judith Jean (Joyce) Hoy
•Richard J. Lechner
•Earl “Bob” Paulson
•Anastasia “Stella”  
(Zemanek) Protteau

•Richard Anthony Scherdell
•Ruth Mildred Schloesser
•Susan M. Schole
•Stephen A. Sippy
•Arlene L. Sommer
•Jack Winchester

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 45 | Low 29  

Not as cold  
with some sun

More on 7A

Email mistake
Walworth County disclosed 

hundreds of email addresses 

when the health department 

sent a mass message to 

people eligible for COVID-19 

shots. Page 3A

Win streak at four
Khris Middleton scored  

23 points to back up 

Giannis Antetokounmpo’s 

31 in Milwaukee’s 133-122 

win over Washington  

on Monday. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........3 0 14,567
Deaths ........0 0 162
 Total Change
Hosp. .....2 (March 11) -3 (from March 4)
Monday’s positivity rate: 4%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
On the first day of Rock County’s 

first jury trial in more than a year, 
Judge Karl Hanson helped set bags 
under the chairs for 14 jurors spread 
6 feet apart at the Rock County Job 
Center.

In a sign of the pandemic times, 
the bags contained 
hand sanitizer, 
masks, tissues, 
gloves and note-
books.

“I’m going to ask 
for your patience 
today because we’re 
going to take this 
process nice and 
slowly,” Hanson 

told the room of prospective jurors 
before 12 of them plus two alter-
nates were picked Monday.

“We want to make sure that we 
make this as comfortable and effi-
cient for you—and as safe for you—
as possible,” he continued. “You’ll 

note that we’ve taken as many 

health precautions as we possibly 

could.”

When Hanson introduced him-

self and the lawyers trying the case, 

he let them remove their masks so 

everyone could see their faces—but 

he said they would take “a nice, deep 

CHANGE OF VENUE

Photos by Jonah Beleckis/jbeleckis@gazettextra.com
This is the room Rock County officials set up at the Rock County Job Center in Janesville so jury trials could be held 
while adhering to social distancing recommendations.

Rock County Judge John Wood on Thursday prepares the computer at the Rock 
County Job Center that Judge Karl Hanson is using for the county’s first jury 
trial in more than a year.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers’ proposed 

capital budget for 2021-22 

includes building projects 

in Whitewater and Dela-

van totaling 

more than 

$84 million.

The bud-

get calls for 

renovations 

and addi-

tions to two 

aging build-

ings on the 

UW-White-

water campus and the con-

struction of a new residence 

hall at the Wisconsin School 

for the Deaf in Delavan.

Project funding depends 

on whether the Republi-

can-controlled Legislature 

and Democrat Evers can 

agree on at least part of 

Evers’ $2.38 billion capital 

budget request, which the 

state Building Commission 

will take up Wednesday.

A new Huff Hall dormi-

tory would be built at the 

School for the Deaf at a cost 

of $25 million.

The dormitory would 

be built on the footprint 

of Walker Hall, which has 

been deemed unsafe, is now 

closed and would be demol-

ished.

The new dormitory would 

include apartment spaces 

where students could learn 

daily living skills, classroom 

and office space for teach-

ing and outreach and a com-

mons/cafeteria.

The apartments would be 

part of an initiative to pre-

pare the students to live out-

side of an institutional set-

ting and become function-

ally and financially indepen-

dent after graduation.

The existing Huff Hall was 
once slated for renovation, 
but officials determined the 
cost would be “significantly 
higher, and it would be more 
cost effective to demolish the 
old building and build a new 
dormitory instead,” accord-
ing to the proposal.

The existing Huff Hall 
would remain in place until 
the new one is ready. 

Construction would 
begin in March 2022 and end 
in March 2024.

UW-Whitewater
The budget calls for 

improvements costing 
$59.44 million to two aging 
academic buildings on the 
UW-Whitewater campus.

Heide Hall was built in 
1965 and Winther Hall in 
1969.

Winther Hall houses the 
College of Education and 
Professional Studies, one 
of the campus’ larger pro-
grams, along with Psychol-
ogy and Race and Ethnic 
Studies. Heide Hall is home 
to the Department of Com-
munication, Office of Insti-
tutional Research and Plan-
ning & Academic Assess-
ment, and the English Lan-
guage Academy.

Winther ’s “original 

State money  
slated for area  

institutions

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Janesville attorney who 

wrote a book about a shocking 

2005 murder case is being sued 

for saying the justice system con-

victed the wrong person.

Roger Merry self-published 

“Lies for her Master” last year. 

The book’s first line accuses David 

Sidoff of murdering Ardelle 

Sturzenegger of Janesville.

Sturzenegger was an 88-year-

old homeless woman from Janes-

ville who was known to carry a 

large amount of cash. She was 

shot, and her body was found 

wrapped in a tarp 

on a Monticello 

property rented 

by a young cou-

ple, David and 

Mary Sidoff.

A jury in 2006 

found  Mar y 

Sidoff, David’s 

then-wife, guilty 

of the murder.

David Sidoff is suing Merry 

in Rock County 

Court, saying 

Merry’s allega-

tions against him 

are false and made 

either negligently 

or with malice, 

and that the false 

statements dam-

aged Sidoff. The 

lawsuit asks for unspecified puni-

tive and actual money damages.

Sidoff told The Gazette the 

book destroys his character by 

calling him a murderer, among 

other offenses. The book has res-

urrected past conversations with 

his three teenage children, Sidoff 

said.

“If you’ve got teenagers, you 

understand how damaging things 

like this can be,” Sidoff said.

Attorney’s book on 2005 murder prompts libel accusation

M. SidoffMerry

Man accused in book  
of slaying sues author

But lawmakers could nix Evers’ plans

Gov. Tony Evers’ planned  

capital budget for 2021-22 

calls for renovations and 

additions to two aging  

buildings on the  

UW-Whitewater campus  

and the construction of  

a new residence hall at the  

Wisconsin School for  

the Deaf in Delavan.

Evers

Rock County opens its first pandemic-era trial at job center
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