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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Brent A. Burdick
•Patrick “Patter” Collins
•Romana Harris
•Eugene “Gene” McQuade Jr.

•The Rev. David G. Pease
•Rita Ann Roherty
•Bette Mae Shaw
•Brock J. Swartwout

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 54 | Low 74  

Partly sunny
More on 7A

Freitag fights back
An attorney for Janesville’s city  

manager sent a cease-and-desist 

letter to a former city council  

candidate who accused Freitag 

of electioneering during April’s 

vote. Page 3A

Dare leads Cougars
Junior Savanna Dare had a goal  

and an assist as Craig beat  

Madison West 2-0 in Big Eight  

girls soccer on Tuesday. Page 1B

Frank Schultz and Nate Jackson

Gazette staff

DARIEN
A man and woman were found dead in 

a Darien residence Monday night, Delavan 

police said Tuesday morning.

Another man was found with a gunshot 

wound to the shoulder and was reported 

in stable condition Tuesday at Mercyhealth 

Hospital and Trauma Center in Janesville, 
according a news release from Delavan 
police.

Delavan Police Chief Jim Hansen said he 
did not expect any arrests in the case. He 
would not say how the incident happened, 
how the people died or what the motiva-
tion might be.

In a news release, police said there was 
“no further danger to the community.”

Hansen said he plans to wait until his 
officers’ reports and those of the Walworth 
County Sheriff ’s Office were completed 
before releasing details.

The wounded man is “fine,” and police 

planned to talk to him sometime Tuesday, 

Hansen said.

The incident occurred at 452 Bucking-

ham Court. The Walworth County Dispatch 

Center received a 911 call shortly after 6 p.m. 

Monday that someone had been shot there, 

according to the release.

Neighbors in the cul-de-sac told a Gazette 

reporter a woman in her mid to late 20s 

lived in the house. They described her as 

a nice person.

Jim Stirmel, a neighbor, said he last saw 

her Sunday as she mowed her lawn. He 

By Robert Burns and Lolita C. Baldor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

International worries that the 

Trump administration is sliding 

toward war with Iran flared into 

the open Tuesday amid skepticism 

about American claims that the 

Islamic Republic poses a growing 

threat to the U.S. and its allies in the 

Persian Gulf and beyond.

The U.S. military disputed 

doubts expressed by a British gen-

eral about such a threat. President 

Donald Trump denied a report that 

the administration has updated 

plans to send more than 100,000 

troops to counter Iran if necessary. 

But Trump then stirred the contro-

versy further by saying: “Would I do 

that? Absolutely.”

US-Iran 
tensions 
put world 
on watch

British general calls  
into doubt American 

claims of growing threat

ANALYSIS

By Jon Gambrell

Associated Press

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Murky claims of sabotage to oil 

tankers off the coast of the United 

Arab Emirates. A drone attack on a 

pipeline in Saudi Arabia. A U.S. air-

craft carrier strike group steaming 

toward an unspecified threat.

The events roiling the Persian 

Gulf in recent days have the poten-

tial to affect everything from the 

price of a gallon of gas to the fate 

of nations.

And for those feeling confused 

by it all, don’t worry: Everyone else 

seems to be puzzled too, only raising 

the possibility of a miscalculation.

Rising risk 
marked  

by mystery
Uncertainty surrounds 
developments that have 
led to current situation

Two dead, one hurt in Darien

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

O
n paper, it’s hard to 
quantify the success 
of Faith Lutheran 
Church’s program 

that helps Spanish speakers 

earn their high school equiva-

lency degrees.

The program has lost stu-

dents since it first started in 

2013.

Most of them leave before 

finishing because of family or 

job situations.

Right now, only three peo-

ple regularly attend the 

church’s weekly Tuesday 

classes, said program leader 

Barb Becker.

But the program’s value is 

evident on the face of Dan-

iela Sanchez. She’s determined 

to complete her General Edu-

cation Degree, or GED, which 

would help her family and give 

her a sought-after educational 

accomplishment.

As Sanchez studied lan-

guage arts on a laptop inside 

the church Tuesday, her 3-year-

old son, Lazaro, played with 

blocks and toy animals nearby.

Known as Faith Literacy, 

the church’s GED classes are 

part of a larger network of 

resources serving Rock Coun-

ty’s Spanish speakers. Local 

leaders say those resources can 

encourage students to become 

more involved and strengthen 

the entire community.

GED classes at Faith 

Lutheran originally started 

in 2013 as a partnership 

between the church and The 

Literacy Connection, a Janes-

ville nonprofit that closed in 

2016. When the nonprofit shut 

down, the church decided to 

continue the classes as a form 

of outreach, Becker said.

Sanchez was one of the orig-

inal students. The program has 

always functioned as one-on-

one lessons rather than a tra-

ditional class.

Work changes and her preg-

nancy with Lazaro forced her 

to leave the class, but now 

she’s back and striving toward 

a GED.

A Chicago native who grew 

up in Mexico, Sanchez strug-

gled with academics and 

dropped out in middle school 

to work. But her husband 

recently earned his bachelor’s 

degree in psychology, which 

has inspired her to continue 

studying.

“I told Barb I’m not going 

to stop this time. I’m going to 

do it,” Sanchez said. “I need 

to do something different, for 

me and my kids, to be a good 

example. I have to keep going.”

She would like to go to col-

lege eventually and score a job 

working with kids. She cur-

rently works as a custodian for 

a local day care, and the labor 

has started to take a toll, she 

said.

Besides the GED classes, 

Learning aid

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Daniela Sanchez studies on a computer after Barb Becker, left, the program leader of Faith Lutheran 
Church’s Faith Literacy program, helped her get set up Tuesday at the church in Janesville. Sanchez is one of 
three Spanish speakers in the program trying to earn their high school equivalency degrees. Below: Becker 
sits with Sanchez’s son, Lazaro, 3, as he plays with blocks during his mother’s study time at the church.

Police say they don’t expect 
 to make arrests in incident

Janesville church helps Spanish speakers pursue high school equivalency degrees
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