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Remembering Kobe Bryant
Retired NBA superstar Kobe Bryant’s 

death along with his teenage daughter 

and seven other people in a helicopter 

crash on Sunday prompted an outpouring 

of grief in the sports and entertainment 

world. Page 1B, 4B

Proposed sex offender 

restrictions debated
Two Rock County towns are looking 

at ordinances restricting where 

sex offenders can live while a group 

says those kind of rules actually 

hamper rehabilitation. Page 3A
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Rock County program that 

keeps drunken drivers from repeat-

ing their mistakes has a problem.

For the first time since it began 

in 2012, the program known as OWI 

court is close to its capacity of 35 par-

ticipants.

“This year, we have just exploded. 

We are one below capacity, and we 

anticipate filling that one,” said county 

Justice System Man-

ager Elizabeth Pohl-

man McQuillen, at 

a recent meeting of 

the county Criminal 

Justice Coordinating 

Council.

Officials don’t 

know why there’s 

a sudden interest 

in the court, which 

requires sobriety, backed up by ther-

apy, drug testing and alcohol-sens-

ing bracelets, among other require-

ments.

Since the Rock County OWI court 

began, it has had 117 participants. 

Results:

 � 69 graduated.

 � 33 were in the program as of 

Thursday.

 � 15 were dropped from the pro-

gram for violating the rules.

Pohlman McQuillen noted the 

program takes only people who have 

pleaded guilty to third-offense OWI 

and who have moderate to severe 

drug or alcohol disorder.

OWI court requires only 48 hours 

in jail, plus additional jail time if the 

OWI court judge imposes more days 

for rule violations. But it’s a 14-month 

program, which not everyone is will-

ing to commit to.

The penalties for third-offense 

include jail time, but many are able 

to serve their time at home on a mon-

itoring bracelet, Pohlman McQuillen 

said, and OWI court participants 

can’t avoid having the crime on their 

record, so there hasn’t been a great 

incentive to get into OWI court.

The dearth of people willing to 

sign up had led officials to consider 

expanding the court to fourth- and 

fifth-offense offenders, which is in 

early stages of discussion.

OWI court offers a variety of treat-

ment options, depending on the per-

son’s needs, and participants pay 

only $75 a month, which may be 

attractive to some.

“The deal is, you get the lowest 

penalties if go into OWI court and 

are successful,” Pohlman McQuillen 

said, but she doesn’t know why the 

court is suddenly more popular.

“I hope our track record of being 

a really good program is part of it,” 

she said.

An analysis of the program in 

November 2018 looked at criminal 

histories of graduates at one, two and 

three years after graduation.

One year out, two of 38 graduates 

had been convicted of a new crime, 

according to a program evaluation 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Grandparents should 

get out their checkbooks 
and make room in their 
freezers.

Girl Scout cookie sales 
begin Feb. 15, and based 
on what we learned at 
Sunday’s CookiePalooza, 
grandparents are the pri-
mary target market. Sec-
ondary markets include 
“bruthers” and “nabers,” 
but we’ll get to those later.

The CookiePalooza is 

the annual event designed 

to get scouts ready for 

the sale, explained Sara 

Leverton, scout leadership 

development specialist.

The CookiePalooza 

focuses on five financial 

literacy skills they’ll need 

to succeed in cookie sales: 

goal setting, people skills, 

money management, deci-

sion making and business 

ethics.

Girls also learned about 

marketing, safety and how 

to talk to grownups about 

what they’re selling and 

what they hope to do with 

their earnings.

Many of the learning 

centers were run by Senior 

Scouts such as Elaina Jor-

dan, 14, from Monroe 

Troop 3459. Elaina has 

been a Girl Scout for nine 

years, and based on the 

number of badges, patches 

and stars decorating her 

uniform vest, she’s made 

the most of her opportu-

nities.

On Sunday, she was 

talking to younger scouts 

about goal setting.

“I usually tell them to 

pick a manageable goal,” 

Elaina said. “Some of 

them start by saying they 

want to sell 1,000 boxes. 

Selling 300 boxes might be 

a more manageable goal.”

Selling to family and 

friends always works, 

and often businesses will 

let you set up a table to 

capture customers, Jor-

dan said.

Scouts can use their 

By MIchael Rubinkam  

and Jonathan J. Cooper

Associated Press

HAMBURG, PA.
For all the gravity of a 

presidential impeachment 

trial, Americans don’t seem 

to be giving it much weight.

As House impeachment 

managers make their case 

to remove President Don-

ald Trump from office, vot-

ers in several states said in 

interviews with The Asso-

ciated Press that they’re 

only casually following the 

Senate trial, or avoiding 

it altogether—too busy to 

pay close attention, bored 

of the legal arguments, con-

vinced the outcome is pre-

ordained or just plain tired 

of the whole partisan saga.

Web traffic and TV rat-

ings tell a similar story, with 

public interest seeming to 

flag after the House voted 

last month to impeach a 

president for only the third 

time in U.S. history.

“I’ve been watching 

some really odd stuff just 

to avoid it,” said Kim Ash-

ford, 50, a court-appointed 

advocate for foster children 

from Gilbert, Arizona. “In 

my circle, everybody’s tired 

of hearing about it. There’s 

nobody budging. Let’s just 

agree to disagree.”

Monica DeMarco, who 

voted for Trump in 2016 but 

doesn’t plan to do so again, 

said she hasn’t watched a 

single second of the trial, 

though she’s read a little 

about it in The New York 

Times.

“I want to watch some-

thing that takes me some 

place happy,” said DeMarco, 

50, who lives near Ham-

burg, Pennsylvania, and 

works for a cargo hauler.

“What’s going to happen 

is going to happen and like 

the marching ants we are, 

we’ll go on,” DeMarco said. 

“Life’s going to go on tomor-

row, the sun’s going to come 

up and we’re going to take 

care of what’s important in 

our lives.”

Many Americans are 

tuning out because they 

made up their minds 

about Trump’s impeach-

ment months ago, said 

Eric Kasper, director of the 

Center for Constitutional 

Studies at UW-Eau Claire. 

In addition, he said, there’s 

little doubt about the even-

tual outcome—acquittal by 

the GOP-controlled Sen-

ate—depriving the trial of 

drama.

“If the story was still 

unwritten, so to speak, then 

people would still tune in 

even if they had personally 

strong feelings about how 

For first time, OWI court is at capacity in Rock County
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Girl Scouts hold CookiePalooza

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Girl Scouts decorate banks during the CookiePalooza on Sunday at the Armory in Janesville.

In divided America, some voters  
have no interest in impeachment trial

Make room 
for cookies

Tuning outAt capacity

Pohlman 
McQuillen

Turn to COOKIES on Page 9A

Turn to COURT on Page 9A
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• Nation/world: The New 

York TImes reported a claim from for-
mer National Security Adviser John 
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