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JANESVILLE

Ernest Batchelder believed if something was 

“really beautiful, the next generation will share 

our pleasure in living with it.”

Almost 90 years after Batchelder’s tile facto-

ry closed, his artwork is still enjoyed by Janes-

ville students.

Batchelder’s work, along with that of three 

other decorative art companies, appears in 

three elementary schools and goes largely un-

noticed. 

Kids are used to it, and teachers think it’s 

neat and leave it at that.

But the artwork tells complicated stories 

about American history, its cultural life and 

how people, even during the Depression, saw a 

better future for their children.

Unconsidered treasures
Roosevelt Elementary opened in spring 1930 

on the city’s east side. Wilson Elementary, on 

the Rock River, opened in fall of the same year.

In 1938 and 1939, the city used Public Works 

Administration money and Works Progress Ad-

ministration labor to build a new Adams Ele-

mentary and add on to Roosevelt.

All three are built in the colonial revival style 

with decorative cupolas, semicircular fanlights 

over the entrance doors, and touches of classical 

architecture—a scrolled capital here, a decora-

tive pillar there.

Inside, the schools become textbook exam-

ples of the American Arts and Crafts move-

ment. Classrooms contain window seats, faux 

fireplaces with tile surrounds, water fountains 

inset into walls and built-in bookshelves and 

cupboards.

Everything is solidly made, crafted to with-

stand the onslaught of thousands of children.

The kindergarten rooms were about twice 

the size of normal classrooms and were de-

signed to be like little homes, with small kitch-

ens, bathrooms and a living room-like space 

with a fake fireplace.

City and school officials wanted the “most 
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A

•Lois I. Berra
•Edward C. Leahy

•Thomas H. Schultz
•Doris H. Wille

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 82 | Low 67  

Mostly cloudy, 
a t-storm; warmer

More on 9A

Cracked coalition?
As we approach the Nov. 6 

election, Gov. Scott Walker 

faces several challenges 

in attempting to unite 

his supporters to gain 

a third term. Page 8A

Brewers sweep into NLCS
Milwaukee’s 6-0 victory over the 

Colorado Rockies on Sunday gave 

the Brewers a sweep in the National 

League Division Series and a ticket 

to the championship series vs. either 

Atlanta or Los Angeles. Page 1B

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
‘Enter to learn’ is carved into the frame of the main entrance at Adams Elementary School in Janesville. 
The decorative art and architecture at a handful of Janesville elementary schools reflect American 
history and culture from the time the schools were built. 

These tiles featuring animals are located around a fireplace inside Adams Elementary School in Janesville. Such tiles featured childhood themes and 
nursery rhyme characters, and the fireplaces were dubbed ‘storybook tile’ fireplaces.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville City 

Council will consider im-
plementing at its meeting 
today a fee system for de-
velopers requesting tax in-
crement financing.

The proposed policy 
would require developers 
to pay a fee of $10,000 or 
1 percent of their financing 
request, whichever is less. A 
developer still would have 
to pay the cost of hiring a 

consultant to evaluate the 
project, according to a city 
memorandum.

The policy would apply 
to all such requests, even 
if the council later denies 
them.

City officials based the 
policy on a similar one in 
Oshkosh. There, develop-
ers pay $10,000 or 1 per-
cent of the financing re-
quest, whichever is greater, 

By Julie Pace

AP Washington Bureau Chief

WASHINGTON

The bitter battle over Brett Ka-

vanaugh’s nomination to the Su-

preme Court has exacerbated the 

nation’s political 

divide and left 

many Americans 

emotionally raw. It’s also given new 

definition to the high stakes of No-

vember’s election.

Until now, the fight for control of 

Congress has largely been viewed as 

a referendum on President Donald 

Trump’s first two years in office. But 

the turmoil surrounding Kavana-

ugh has transformed the midterms 

into something bigger than Trump, 

with implications that could endure 

long after his presidency.

The election is suddenly layered 

with charged cultural questions 

about the scarcity of women in po-

litical power, the handling of sexu-

al assault allegations, and shifting 

power dynamics that have left some 

white men uneasy about their place 

in American life.

Both parties contend the new 

contours of the race will energize 

their supporters in the election’s fi-

nal stretch. Both may be right.

Republicans, however, might 

benefit most in the short term. Until 

now, party leaders, Trump included, 

have struggled to rev up GOP voters, 

even with a strong economy to cam-

paign on. The president’s middling 

job approval rating and indepen-

dent voters’ disdain for his constant 

personal attacks have been a drag on 

GOP candidates, particularly in the 

more moderate suburban districts 

that will determine control of the 

House.

But Republican operatives say 

internal polling now shows Kava-

naugh’s acrimonious confirmation 

has given the party a much-need-

ed boost, with GOP voters viewing 

Democrats as overzealous partisans 

following the public testimony by 

Kavanaugh and Christine Blasey 

Ford, who accused the judge of 

Council could create 
fee for TIF requests

IF YOU GO
What: Janesville City 

Council meeting
When: 6 p.m. today
Where: Council cham-

bers at City Hall, 18 N. 
Jackson St.

Works of decorative arts  
still found within 
Janesville schools

Art, education intersect

Kavanaugh confirmation fight sharpens the stakes for midterms

ANALYSIS

And now ... the elections
The election is suddenly layered with 

charged cultural questions about the 

scarcity of women in political power, 

the handling of sexual assault allega-

tions, and shifting power dynamics 

that have left some white men uneasy 

about their place in American life.

Turn to ART on Page 9A

Plan could have 
added $75,000 
for city in 2017

Turn to COUNCIL on Page 5ATurn to ANALYSIS on Page 5A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=beb29094-0066-5f8e-8ae5-c5e2f5d63502
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=beb29094-0066-5f8e-8ae5-c5e2f5d63502
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=9A&uuid=beb29094-0066-5f8e-8ae5-c5e2f5d63502
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=beb29094-0066-5f8e-8ae5-c5e2f5d63502
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=beb29094-0066-5f8e-8ae5-c5e2f5d63502

