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Woman reaches  
end of drug court 

with new hope
By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
The last time Walworth 

County Judge David Reddy 

oversaw a drug court hearing 

more than a year ago, Hailey 

Beles made him a promise.

“I’ll be good,” Hailey said 

in late July 2018 before the 

judges rotated. “I promise.”

Having faced several 

rounds of punishment, Hai-

ley’s future in the drug court 

program wasn’t clear. She 

was being placed on an alter-

native-to-termination agree-

ment—close to a last straw.

But she gave the judge her 

word.

On Thursday, for the 

first time since last sum-

mer, Reddy was back run-

ning drug court, filling in for 

another judge on vacation.

“It’s great to see you 

again,” Reddy told Hailey.

“It’s good to see you,” she 

said. “I told you I’d be good!”

“I know,” Reddy said, 

laughing. “It’s great to see 

your smiling face.”

In return for keeping her 

promise, Hailey graduated 

from drug court Thursday. 

She leaves with her criminal 

charge dismissed.

Hailey made her promise 

at the end of a Gazette profile 

on her. The story chronicled 

how some of the 19-year-old’s 

physical and emotional scars 

influenced her often-criti-

cized attitude and her recov-

ery from heroin addiction.

Reddy yelled at Hailey at 

times, and other times he 

sent her to jail. But he had a 

different message for Hailey 

on Thursday.

“I’ve been doing this 

for over eight years, and I 

don’t think I was as hard on 

anybody as I was on you,” he 

said.

“You did give me that kick 

in the ass I needed,” Hailey 

responded.

“I kind of did, didn’t I?” 

the judge asked.

“Yeah, you did,” Hailey 

said, laughing. “So, thank 

you for that. As much as it 

sucked, and I’m sorry for 

how I was. Thank you. You 

did help me.”

Reddy said all credit goes 

to Hailey. She had to com-

plete therapy and commu-

nity service. She had to pass 

drug tests and, at times, com-

ply with GPS electronic mon-

itoring.

She’s now 20. When she 

started in the program in 

January 2018, she had turned 

19 only a few months earlier.

As of last year, she was the 

second-youngest person to 

start drug court. The young-

est participant was termi-

nated.

“I think your success 

story is the kind of stuff that 

inspires us,” Reddy said. 

“And that’s why we continue 

doing this. So I’m very proud 

of you, and I want to thank 

you.”

A promise kept

Above: Hailey Beles smiles as 
she recounts the lessons and 
strategies she learned in drug 
court during her graduation 
from the program Thursday at 
the Walworth County Judicial 
Center in Elkhorn. Left: Judge 
David Reddy hugs Beles at her 
drug court graduation.

Photos by Angela Major 
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Economists: Few options  
remain if recession comes

By Paul Wiseman,  

David McHugh and Josh Boak

AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON

As global leaders gather on two conti-

nents to take account of a darkening eco-

nomic outlook, this is the picture they face:

Factories are slumping, many busi-

nesses are paralyzed, global growth is sput-

tering and the world’s two mightiest econ-

omies are in the grip of a dangerous trade 

war.

Barely a year after most of the world’s 

major countries were enjoying an unusual 

moment of shared prosperity, the global 

economy could be at risk of returning to 

the rut it tumbled into after the financial 

crisis of 2007-09.

Worse, solutions seem far from obvi-

ous. Central banks can’t just slash interest 

rates because they’re already ultra low. And 

even if they did, the central banks would 

risk robbing themselves of the ammuni-

tion they would need later to fight a reces-

sion. What’s more, high government debts 

make it politically problematic to cut taxes 

or pour money into new 

bridges, roads and other 

public works projects.

“Our tools for fight-

ing recession are no 

doubt more limited 

(than) in the past,” said 

Karen Dynan, an econo-

mist at Harvard Univer-

sity’s Kennedy School.

The International 

Monetary Fund and the 

World Bank have down-

graded the outlook 

for worldwide growth. 

On Thursday, Moody’s 

Investors Service said it 

expects the global econ-

omy to expand 2.7% this 

year and next—down 

from 3.2% the previous 

two years. And it issued a dark warning: 

Get used to it.

“The new normal will likely continue 

for the next three to four years,” the credit 

rating agency said.

Concerns are rising just as central bank-

ers meet in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, and 

leaders of the Group of Seven advanced 

economies gather this weekend in the 

resort town of Biarritz in southwestern 

France. A spotlight will shine, in particu-

lar, on whatever message Federal Reserve 

Chairman Jerome Powell sends in a speech 

today in Jackson Hole.

The dour global outlook partly reflects 

Economic 
outlook 

has world 
wary

Retirement community to break 
ground soon on 25 townhomes

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Cedar Crest retirement community says it 

plans to break ground on a 25-townhome devel-

opment in what would be its biggest push for 

new senior housing since the early 2000s.

Sales Manager Ben Reese said Cedar Crest 

has a waiting list of residents to buy the homes, 

which the community plans to build on contract 

on 5 acres south of its South River Road complex.

Reese said Cedar Crest is still designing 

floor plans and pricing for the homes, but the 

company plans to begin site preparations and 

pre-selling this fall.

Over the next three or four years, Reese said, 

Cedar Crest will build 19 to 25 townhomes—a 

blend of single-family homes and duplexes 

designed for senior citizens. They will be an 

expansion of Waterford Grove Townhomes, a 

set of 25 senior townhomes mostly built in the 

early 2000s before the Great Recession.

Reese said Cedar Crest has seen increasing 

demand for housing as aging baby boomers look 

Cedar Crest ready for expansion JANESVILLE

Planned townhomes
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I think your success story is the kind of stuff that inspires us. 

And that’s why we continue doing this. So I’m very proud  

of you, and I want to thank you.

Judge David Reddy to drug court graduate Hailey Beles

“ ” Squeezed by 

tightening  

protectionism, 

global trade is 

likely to grow 

just 2.5% this 

year, its slowest 

pace in three 

years, the 

International 

Monetary Fund 

says.
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Open for business
The Cobblestone Hotel  

& Suites and the Wissota  

Chophouse restaurant in 

downtown Janesville open 

today. Page 3A

Love affair
Craig sweeps 

Parker in Big 

Eight girls 

tennis match 

Thursday.  
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