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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Barbara B. (Brunsell) Adamany
•Terry L. Dohs
•Marylyn N. Gasch
•Kathleen K. Hadrich

•Fayette Gordon Hensley
•William “Bill” Rolseth
•Robert W. Scharnke
•Virginia “Ginger” Skaife

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 70 | Low 54  

Plenty of sun
More on 7A

Book it
Beloit City Council  

OKs plans for Amazon  

to build distribution  

center in city’s Gateway 

Business Park. Page 3A

Rivals play five sets
Brodhead’s volleyball team 

held off an Edgerton rally 

from two sets down in  

Rock Valley competition 

Tuesday night. Page 1B
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
A paralyzed Wisconsin lawmaker 

would be allowed to call into committee 

meetings he can’t attend in person under 

rule changes Republicans unveiled Tues-

day that are designed to meet demands 

the Democrat made 

nearly a year ago.

But Democrats and 

Rep. Jimmy Anderson, 

who is paralyzed from 

the waist down, objected 

to Republicans tying the 

accommodations to sev-

eral other rule changes 

that would strengthen 

Republican power in the 

Assembly. One of the most significant 

would allow Republicans to make multi-

ple attempts to override Gov. Tony Evers’ 

vetoes.

“I don’t know why these are all being 

mixed together,” Anderson said.

Republicans didn’t include Anderson 

in discussion of the accommodations, 

which he called “offensive, disappoint-

ing and, frankly, really frustrating.”

Republicans came forward with the 

rule changes after Anderson hired an 

Phone-in 
committee 
meetings 
proposed

Dem requested rule change; 
GOP ties it to proposals  
to give itself more power

STATE LEGISLATURE

UW-W exhibit 
illustrates  

toll of suicide
By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
Taking a few steps outside 

UW-Whitewater’s University 
Center on Wednesday, students 
saw about 25 backpacks on the 
grass.

Each backpack had its story, 
representing a life lost to sui-
cide.

There was a pink backpack 
for Kelsey, who was smart 
and funny but struggled with 
depression after her boyfriend 
died by suicide. She died in 
2014. She was 27.

There was a backpack for 
Kati, who liked scary movies 
and had a bubbly personality. 
She died in 2012. She was 14.

As students kept walking on 
the cloudless afternoon next to 
a running fountain, they saw 
about a dozen more backpacks. 
Closer to Hyland Hall were 
scores of backpacks.

UW-W officials estimated 
about 250 backpacks were in 
the exhibit, displayed where 
campus foot traffic was at its 
peak.

As the exhibit titled “Send 
Silence Packing” travels across 
the country, it sometimes dis-
plays more than 1,000 back-
packs—all to reach college stu-
dents and encourage them to 
destigmatize mental illness 
and seek help when they need 
it.

UW-W’s chapter of Active 
Minds and University Health 
and Counseling Services 

A solemn reminder

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Jack Simons stops to read a message on a backpack during the ‘Send Silence Packing’ event 
on the UW-Whitewater campus Tuesday. ‘Send Silence Packing’ aims to spread awareness about men-
tal health by visually representing the number of college students who die by suicide each year. Below 
left: Students pass by the backpacks on display for ‘Send Silence Packing.’ Below right: A student 
stops for a closer look at the backpacks.

Plan commission has 
not reviewed proposal

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

If it gets approved and built as 

planned, a 93-unit “affordable” 

apartment complex known as 

River Flats would rise five floors 

above the downtown intersection 

of Franklin Street and Laurel Ave-

nue and offer rents its developer 

said would be tailor-made for a 

segment of the population with 

“low to moderate” income.

During a neighborhood meet-

ing Tuesday, Daniel Kroetz, vice 

president of development for 

Commonwealth Companies, 

said renters, depending on their 

income, could typically expect 

to pay between $385 and $975 

a month for an 850-square-foot, 

two-bedroom apartment.

At that price, Kroetz said, the 

apartments’ renters could expect 

an onsite management office, a 

fitness facility, a laundry room 

and about 89 parking spaces, 

Kroetz said. Many of the parking 

spaces would be underground 

in the sloped ground floor of the 

building.

Renderings of the L-shaped, 

red-and-tan brick apartment 

building on display Tuesday 

showed some upper units with 

balconies. Kroetz and city plan-

ning officials also answered ques-

tions from residents, adjacent 

apartment property managers, 

and members of the city’s Com-

munity Development Authority 

and plan commission, which has 

yet to vote on the proposal.

If there are no delays in the 

approval process, the apartment 

complex could break ground 

next spring and could be ready 

for occupancy by mid-2021, Kro-

etz said.

Commonwealth Companies 

would operate River Flats with 

the help of a federal tax credit 

the Wisconsin Housing and Eco-

nomic Development Authority 

awarded the developer earlier 

this year. The program would 

require residents to earn no 

Developer unveils plans for ‘affordable’ downtown apartments

Turn to SOLEMN on Page 7A
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Turn to RULES on Page 6A
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