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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 93 | Low 66  

Mostly sunny; 
breezy, hot, humid
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BELOIT

Turning trash into 

treasure is a challenge 

many hobbyists joyfully 

take on. But not all do so 

at the level that Chris Flip-

pin does.

The Janesville native’s 

new studio, Flippin’s 

Welded Imagination, 

opened officially Satur-

day, giving visitors fasci-

nating glimpses into what 

Flippin is capable of cre-

ating.

The drive leading to his 

studio at 9702 W. High-

way 81, two drives west of 

Kauffman’s Country Mar-

ket, is lined with life-sized 

metal sculptures. Inside 

the roomy studio, there’s 

a lot to take in, from the 

light fixture in the center 

ceiling that was once a 
round hog feeding trough 
to impressive metal and 
wood creations.

“My grandfather was 
the inspiration for my art. 
He would go to all the flea 
markets and bring back 
all sorts of things,” Flippin 
said. “I really didn’t have 
an interest in welding 
until he showed me what 
he did. And he explained 
it was cheaper to weld 
things himself rather than 
buy them.”

But Flippin wasn’t able 
to truly get into his pas-
sion for metal sculpture 
early on. Life intervened. 
He said he built a home 
in Clinton and worked 
in Belvidere, Illinois, for 
many years.

Then he and his wife, 
Virginia, along with their 
six children, bought a 
failing camp resort near 
Leland, Illinois.

“We turned it into a 
huge success,” he recalled. 
“We focused on fami-
ly-oriented attractions 

Grandfather  
inspired artist’s 
love of the craft

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

As you might have 

noticed, we’re in a bona 

fide, midsummer heat 

wave. But wait: It’s not mid-

summer. Not even close.

In fact, National 

Weather Service meteoro-

logical archives show that 

it’s not been this hot and 

muggy in early May since 

1993. Then, daytime highs 

hit 87 degrees. On Wednes-

day, the mercury hit 93 

degrees and partly sunny 

in parts of Rock County as 

a dome of hot, humid air 

continued to hover above 

Wisconsin.

The “partly sunny” part 

is what’ll get you. It’s that 

soup, that heaviness in the 

air that feels more like early 

July weather, that caused 

local grower Tim Reilly to 

break a legit summertime 

sweat first thing Wednes-

day morning.

“It’s weird. One day 

you’re running the fur-

nace at night, the next 

day, it’s this,” Reilly said as 

he dumped a sack of Pio-

neer seed corn seed into 

one of the hoppers of a 

planting machine parked 

alongside a freshly fur-

rowed, 100-acre farm field 

off East McCormick Drive 

on Janesville’s north edge.

Reilly was wearing 

boots, jeans and a T-shirt 

with the sleeves ripped off. 

His bare arms were dusted 

with dry field dirt the 

way that flour coats moist 

chicken that’s headed for 

the deep-fat fryer.
That’s not typical 

corn-planting weather. 
And given the weather in 
recent weeks, this sudden 
warm snap smacks of agri-
cultural irony.

Until just a few days 
ago, Reilly’s spring corn 
planting schedule had 

A blast of summer
Historic heat settles over southern Wisconsin

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
Local grower Tim Reilly works to load bags of corn seed into the hopper of a planting machine at a farm field Wednesday 
morning on Janesville’s far north edge. Reilly said planting of the field had been running about 10 days behind schedule amid 
an otherwise wet, cold spring. But the spate of 90-degree heat that’s come this week had finally spiked soil temperature 
enough to plant corn. Reilly was fighting record, 100-degree heat-index temperatures on Wednesday as he raced against 
pending rain to the get corn planted across a 100-acre parcel.

Karyn Saemann/Adams Publishing Group
People cool off at the splash pad at Riverside Park Wednesday in Janesville under a hazy sky 
and amid 93-degree heat. National Weather Service data shows that daytime highs have 
cracked the former record temperature for May 11 in southern Wisconsin. The old record of 
87 degrees has stood since 1993.

National Weather Service 

meteorological archives 

show that it’s not been  

this hot and muggy in 

early May since 1993. Then, 

daytime highs hit 87  

degrees. On Wednesday,  

the mercury hit 93 degrees.

By Kimberly Wethal

kwethal@apg-wi.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville School 

District will give eligi-
ble teachers recognition 
bonuses and additional 
sick time days paid out of 
funds saved from unfilled 
positions.

During its Tuesday, 
May 10 meeting, the 
Janesville School Board 
unanimously approved 
a plan recommended by 
administration. It will 
give teachers and other 
eligible staff a one-time 
payment of $600 and 
add three days to their 
sick-time bank, after 
the district saved nearly 
$927,000 in wages and 
benefits during the 2021-
22 school year.

The district saved that 
over periods of time when 
staff members resigned 
and administration had 
yet to fill their role with a 
replacement. The district 

also saved money through 
a reduction in the num-
ber of substitute positions 
filled that money had 
been allocated for in the 
2021-22 year, according 
to a memo to the board 
included in the May 10 
agenda.

District chief financial 
officer Dan McCrea said 
while the district allo-
cated about $1 million in 
substitute pay alone for 
the 2021-22 year, it didn’t 
come close to crossing 
that threshold.

JANESVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Teachers will get 
one-time bonus
Funding coming from revenue saved  

by unfilled positions in 2021-22

In April, the board directed 

district administration to 

look into ways to recognize 

its current staff members 

for the work they put  

in over two years of  

teaching during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Janesville native 
builds welding studio 
that opened Saturday
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Grim record
The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

announced more than 

107,000 people died of drug 

overdoses in 2021. Page 9A

Probe paused
Assembly Speaker Robin Vos 

said Wednesday that Michael 

Gableman’s investigation 

into the 2020 presidential 

contest is on hiatus. Page 2A

Comeback completed
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored  

40 points Wednesday as Milwaukee 

rallied from down 14 to take  

a 3-2 NBA playoff series lead over 

Boston. Page 1B
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