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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 46 | Low 30  
Intervals of clouds 

and sunshine
More on 10A

A warm gift
Tracey Kessler, a Parker 

High School senior, made 

tie blankets and gathered 

donations for GIFTS Men’s 

Shelter. Page 8A

$28.8 million
Foxconn qualified for 

state tax credits for the 

first time since breaking 

ground in Wisconsin in 

2018. Page 2A

Recovery time
Packers coach Matt LaFleur and 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers both 

tout the benefits of holding the 

NFC’s top seed and first-round 

playoff bye. Page 1B
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By Matthew Perrone

AP Health Writer

WASHINGTON
U.S. health regulators  

Wednesday authorized the first 

pill to use against COVID-19, a 

Pfizer drug that Americans will 

be able to take at home to head 

off the worst effects of the virus.

The long-awaited milestone 
comes as U.S. cases, hospitaliza-
tions and deaths are all rising 
and health officials warn of a tsu-
nami of new infections from the 
omicron variant that could over-
whelm hospitals.

The drug, Paxlovid, is a faster 
way to treat early COVID-19 
infections, though initial sup-
plies will be extremely limited. 
All of the previously authorized 
drugs against the disease require 
an IV or injection.

An antiviral pill from Merck 

also is expected to soon win 
authorization. But Pfizer’s drug 
is all but certain to be the pre-
ferred option because of its mild 
side effects and superior effec-
tiveness, including a nearly 90% 
reduction in hospitalizations 
and deaths among patients most 
likely to get severe disease.

“The efficacy is high, the side 
effects are low and it’s oral. It 
checks all the boxes,” said Dr. 
Gregory Poland of the Mayo 
Clinic. “You’re looking at a 90% 
decreased risk of hospitalization 

and death in a high-risk group—

that’s stunning.”

The Food and Drug Adminis-

tration authorized Pfizer’s drug 

for adults and children age 12 

and older with a positive COVID-

19 test and early symptoms who 

face the highest risks of hospi-

talization. That includes older 

people and those with condi-

tions such as obesity and heart 

disease, though the drug is not 

recommended for patients with 

Pfizer pill becomes 1st US-authorized home COVID-19 treatment

Pfizer via AP
Patients will need a positive COVID-
19 test to get a prescription for 
Pfizer’s Paxlovid pill. The drug has 
proven effective only if given within 
five days of symptoms appearing.

Initial supplies will be 
extremely limited

Holiday in lights

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County Human Services 

Director Kate Luster said her 

agency seeks to use new twice-

monthly updates to give county 

officials a more transparent and 

up-to-date view of the county’s 

child welfare system.

In a presentation to 

the Human Services 

Board on Wednesday, 

Luster laid out a strat-

egy she said is aimed 

at boosting morale and 

cohesion among Child 

Protective Services staff 

amid a trend this year 

of high employee turn-

over and public concern 

over how the county’s child wel-

fare system serves children and 

families.

Luster’s assurances to the 

county board subcom-

mittee came as the county 

plans early next year to 

launch a monthslong, 

third-party probe of the 

child welfare system’s 

policies, practices, staff-

ing and compliance with 

federal and state bench-

marks.

County  off ic ia ls 

ordered the probe after concerns 

emerged about turnover in CPS 

staffing and missed deadlines for 

required data reporting on cases 

of some children being investi-

gated for possible services.

Luster said her agency plans 

throughout the probe to con-

tinue a “workforce well-being” 

program through Alia, a Min-

nesota-based consulting firm 

that specializes in helping child 

welfare systems adopt changes 

driven by the Family First Pre-

vention Services Act, a federal 

law enacted in 2018 by Con-

gress and then-President Donald 

Trump that requires child wel-

fare agencies to place fewer chil-

dren in custody outside of their 

birth families.

The shift toward keeping 

more children with their families 

and out of foster care is occur-

ring nationwide, but it remains 

controversial among some foster 

parents and others in the child 

welfare services community.

Top officials in the Human 

 Services Department, who have 

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

SOUTH BELOIT, ILL.
VetsRoll co-founder Mark Finnegan said his 

organization has a law firm on retainer special-
izing in COVID-19 policies to provide guidance 
as plans start taking shape for the 2022 trip to 
Washington, D.C.

After trips were canceled for the past two 
years due to COVID-19, the organization is 
planning carefully to get the veterans and Ros-
ie-the-Riveters on the road again. The backup 
has led to more than 700 war veterans on the 
waiting list, eager to go to the nation’s capital 
to view the national war memorials and other 
sites.

“We still have a handful of World War II vet-
erans in good health waiting to go,” Finnegan 
said. “We are making every effort to not cancel 
(for a) third year.”

Finnegan noted there are myriad policies 
and codes in the various states and with bus 
carriers, restaurants and hotels to navigate. 
Although the omicron variant is throwing 
a wrench into 2022 planning, the trip is still 
on schedule for now, set for May 22-25, pro-
vided COVID-19 numbers don’t substantially 
increase.

VetsRoll, which provides free motor coach 
transportation to Washington, D.C., for war vet-
erans so they can view the war memorials, typ-
ically takes 220 veterans in addition to volun-
teers and assistants. There is the possibility of 
having to decrease the number of people on the 
trip due to COVID-19, although that is just one 
of many potential scenarios the organization 

VetsRoll plans 
for 2022 trip

Organization working on options 
depending on effects of COVID-19

Above: Visitors to Rotary Botanical Gar-
dens’ 25th annual Holiday Light Show in 
Janesville walk through the opening arch-
way as they begin their journey on the walk 
path Wednesday. Remaining dates, times 
and ticket information can be found at 
rbgholidaylightshow.com.
Left: Gabby Fisher, 8, takes a look through 
a kaleidoscope to view close-up, geometric  
shapes created by Christmas baubles 
during a stop along the Holiday Light Show 
path.
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Luster

Regular updates on child welfare system on tap
County human services 
director tells of strategy 

to boost morale
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