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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Thomas E. Bogard
•Neila H. “Huns” Brown
•Donald W. Dean
•William Fleming
•Dale M. Kruse

•John R. Matzke
•Jeremy M. Muehe
•Maxine A. Rockstead
•Nancy A. (Woodman) Stahl Pearsall
•Elizabeth G. “Liz” Thompson

College catch-up
Parker grad Ryann  

Porter will compete in 

the triple jump in the 

NCAA Division I track 

and field championships.  

Page 1B

Disagreement over aid
A Whitewater hotel uses  

Community Action voucher  

program to help those who are 

homeless, but the city’s police 

chief had concerns. Page 3A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 90 | Low 67  

Mostly sunny, 
breezy and hot

More on 9A
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Education should teach 

us how to deal with life’s ups 

and downs. The past year 

hammered that lesson into 

us all, including speakers 

at local high school gradua-

tions.

It was the year of the pan-

demic, a year of living with 

danger and safety protocols. 

It was a weird year.

“So weird,” agreed Janes-

ville Craig High School 

senior Claudia Fieiras, who 

plans on pursuing nursing 

and basketball at Edgewood 

College in the fall.

“I didn’t even think we 

were going to be able to have 

a graduation,” said Parker 

High School’s Allisyn Rosga, 

who noted the members of 

the Class of 2020 had theirs 

canceled.

The Gazette interviewed 

and reviewed the speeches 

of seven local graduation 

speakers over the past week.

For some, the year started 

normally but soon student 

bodies were split into two 

groups with every-other-

day attendance, along with 

a short burst of online-only 

schooling as the pandemic 

intensified during the fall 

semester.

Students were given work 

to do on their off days, but 

the quality of education 

probably suffered, several 

grads said.

“It was very hard for me, 

because I’m a face-to-face 

learner,” said Fieiras, quickly 
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Janesville Craig graduate Claudia  
Fieiras.

Submitted photo
Milton High School graduate Hailee 
Shores.

Submitted photo
Parker High School graduate Emma 
Perry.
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Janesville Parker graduate Allisyn 
Rosga.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville Craig graduate Sean Quinn.

Submitted photo
Milton High School 
graduate Ellen 
Toberman.
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Rock University High School graduate 
Aliyah Berg.

EDITOR’S NOTE
In what has been an unusual 

school year all around, The Gazette 
is taking a different approach to cov-
ering area graduations this spring. 
Instead of the usual day-after event 
coverage of school graduations, we’ll 
focus on telling the stories of some 
of our graduates and their senti-
ments as they look back on their 
high school years and forward to new 
adventures. A new Monday-Friday 
publication schedule this year will 
not accommodate day-after publi-
cation of graduation ceremony pho-
tos but you can find daily coverage at 
gazettextra.com/galleries.

reflection
A year of

High school grads mull over a year of abnormal schooling

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Hufcor laborer Mike Gack-

statter is 56 years old, and he 

has worked at Hufcor’s Janes-

ville manufacturing plant since 

he was 22.

It’s possible that Gackstat-

ter will have to find a new job 

when Hufcor begins to shutter 

its moveable door systems man-

ufacturing plant in early August 

in a pending move to Mexico.

The labor union that rep-

resents Gackstatter and other 

plant workers at Hufcor vowed 

at a rally Thursday in the park-

ing lot of the manufacturer’s 

Kennedy Road plant to fight the 

planned permanent layoff of 166 

plant workers as labor negotia-

tions are set to continue.

Locals jobs analysts say Janes-

ville’s labor market has become 

hungry for workers, but some 

Hufcor employees say they’re 

worried about losing salaries and 

benefits that some have spent 

decades cultivating.

The Industrial Division of 

the Communication Workers of 

America Local 84811, the local 

union that represents most plant 

workers at Hufcor, declined to 

disclose details of its negotia-

tions over the pending closure 

and layoffs.

But according to a govern-

ment notice filed this week by 

Hufcor, the company’s owner-

ship intends to move ahead Aug. 

3 with the first wave of layoffs of 

manufacturing employees at the 

plant, most of them union labor-

ers.

That announcement comes 

after Hufcor’s ownership con-

firmed The Gazette report late 

last week that it intends to 

keep its customer support and 
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Hufcor employees listen to a speaker while attending a rally on their lunch 
break in Janesville on Thursday to express opposition with Los Ange-
les-based Open Gate Capital’s announcement of plans to move produc-
tion and more than 160 jobs to Mexico.

Hufcor workers rally to save jobs
Government notice says 
first layoffs at Janesville 

plant to come Aug. 3

By Orestes Baez

obaez@adamspg.com

The Janesville Gazette 
newsroom is going through 
significant changes.

With the recent retire-
ment of Regional Editor Sid 
Schwartz and the departure 
of Managing Editor Ann Fiore, 
we get to take a moment and 
rethink how the newsroom of 
the future will be built.

We are evolving our team in 
many ways to use data about 
what interests readers online 
and in print to help us under-
stand what our audience really 
wants.

We want to make sure we 
plant the seeds that will grow 
into a longtime media source 
for our community while 
engaging in conversations that 
foster communication, collab-
oration, diversity and account-
ability among our readers and 
the communities we serve. It is 
difficult work.

As we think of the evolving 
newsroom, we have been tack-
ling issues such as:

 �How do we make sure we 
carry the most local news pos-
sible?

 �How do we share local 
news between nearby news-
rooms such as Beloit, Milton 
and Fort Atkinson to make 
sure we are providing as much 
local content as we can?

 �How do we understand 
what our most engaged readers 

Gazette 
plans 

changes
New managing editor 

to join newsroom
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RELATED
• Graduation pictures: Craig 

High School held its commencement 
ceremony Thursday night./Page 9A
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