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By Molly Beck and Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

State lawmakers are set to 

meet this week in what will be 

another partisan battle in this 

new era of divided government, 

but this time the debate will be 

over two of the most significant 

issues facing Wisconsin: the loss 

of dairy farms and gun violence.

The showdown pits Republi-

can lawmakers against Gov. Tony 

Evers once again—the latest fight 

under the Capitol dome to dra-

matically slow legislation since 

Republicans lost the governor’s 

office last year.

Senate Repub-

licans are on track 

today to reject 

Evers’  nomi-

nation of Brad 

Pfaff as secretary 

of the Depart-

ment of Agricul-

ture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection. Doing so 

would be the first cabinet secre-

tary to be voted down in more 

than 30 years.

Pfaff has overseen the agency 

that plays a key role in the state’s 

response to the crushing strug-

gles plaguing the dairy farm 

industry since 

January.

Senate Major-

ity Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald, a 

Republican from 

Juneau, asked 

Evers on Fri-

day to withdraw 

Pfaff ’s nomina-

tion ahead of today’s floor ses-

sion. On Sunday, Fitzgerald said 

Pfaff hadn’t dealt with the dairy 

crisis “at all.”

“He has bungled this job 

since day one, and I know other 

members of our caucus feel the 

same way,” Fitzgerald said in an 

interview with WTMJ-TV.
Administration Secretary 

Joel Brennan tried to visit Fitz-
gerald on Monday to discuss 
Pfaff ’s nomination but Fitzger-
ald wasn’t in his Capitol office.

Afterward, Brennan told 
reporters in recent days he has 
talked to some Senate Repub-
licans who were uncomfort-
able with rejecting Pfaff, but he 
declined to name them. He said 
he hoped to persuade Republi-
cans to back off their plans.

“I don’t think anybody likes 
being the ones to take unprec-
edented steps,” Brennan said. 

Change part  
of facility upgrades

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Every visitor to the Rock 

County Courthouse will go 

through an airport-like secu-

rity screening starting Thurs-

day, county officials announced 

Monday.

Until now, people paying 

taxes, getting marriage licenses 

or accessing dozens of other ser-

vices could enter the courthouse 

through multiple doors.

Only those entering the side 

of the building that houses 

courtrooms and related offices 

have been screened for weapons.

Those familiar with the long-

time security checkpoint at the 

entrance to the courts area will 

find the new arrangement sim-

ilar, except for those who wear 

steel-toed shoes.

Those wearing the protective 

footwear will have to take off 

their shoes and place them on a 

belt so they can be scanned, said 

Brent Sutherland, county facili-

ties director.

In the past, visitors have been 

allowed to keep their shoes on, 

and when they trip the security 

scanner alarm, guards check 

them with a 

scanning wand 

to confirm the 

shoes.

But a person 

easily could con-

ceal a knife in a 

steel-toed shoe, 

Sutherland said, 

adding that peo-

ple with knives concealed in belt 

buckles have been found in the 

past.

Purses and other bags also 

will be scanned, and people will 

walk through one of two met-

al-sensing portals, Sutherland 

said. Those in wheelchairs will 

be scanned with a wand.

Starting Thursday, visi-

tors will be allowed entry only 

through the main entrance from 

the parking lot on the court-

house’s west, or downhill, side.

Visitors should park in the 

west-side surface or under-

ground lots, Sutherland said.

Janesville city bus riders with 

handicaps will be dropped off 

on the Court Street side, push 

a buzzer at the door near the 

bus stop and wait for a security 

escort.

Courthouse employees, 

meanwhile, will park in the 

A fresh round of fighting
GOP leaders poised to rebuff Evers over Cabinet secretary, gun proposals

Evers Fitzgerald

THE SOUND OF HOPE

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Ben Killoy, a Marine veteran and Milton resident, is the host of the ‘Military Veteran Dad’ podcast.

Marine veteran from Milton hosts podcast dedicated to other vets with families
By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON

B
en Killoy wasn’t sure about his idea of 
doing a podcast for military dads until 
he saw it bring tears to the wife of a 

military man.

“Her raw emotion kind of validated the 

need,” Killoy said. “It felt real, and it felt like 

I could help them because what I said reso-

nated.”

Four years ago, Ben Killoy wanted to get 

into podcasting. The Marine veteran began 

listening to multiple podcasts and befriend-

ing hosts and listeners of various shows.

He attended a podcasting convention last 

August to learn more about how to create a 

show before going to a military influencer 
conference in September, thinking he would 
start a podcast geared toward veterans who 
are now dads.

But he wasn’t fully sold on the idea until 
he shared his thoughts with the spouse of a 
military member, who was brought to tears 
by the idea.

The former Marine wrote his business 
plan on the plane ride home from the confer-
ence and started his podcast “Military Vet-
eran Dad” in January.

Killoy served in South Korea, the Phil-
ippines, Australia and other places around 
the world from 2003-07. The veteran, hus-
band and father wants to help dads resituate 
themselves in their family lives when they 

I’m the only voice for this. I’ve 

never met someone serving 

the military veteran dad 

community. There’s lots of dad 

podcasters, but there’s no one 

focusing on veteran dads.

Ben Killoy of Milton,  

host of the ‘Military  

Veteran Dad’ podcast

“ ”
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ARISE scores  

donation
Couple gives $10,000 
to foundation helping to 
pay for new amenities 
in downtown Janesville. 
Page 3A

Bucks win third in a row
Eric Bledsoe, Khris Middleton and 
Giannis Antetokounmpo combined 
for 82 points to help Milwaukee 
beat Minnesota, 134-106. Page 1B
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