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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The man charged with murdering two 

women in Janesville in February also 

faces new charges accusing him of beating 

another woman with a baseball bat over a 

dispute about money last year.

About 10 months after the two women 

were found shot and barely alive along 

Midvale Drive, Marcus T. Randle El made 

his initial Rock County Court appearance 

Monday, but the matter had to be post-

poned until Thursday.

Randle El, a former Wisconsin Badgers 

football player, briefly appeared over video 

on the two first-degree intentional homi-

cide charges he faces in the Feb. 10 slay-

ings of Seairaha J. Winchester and Brit-

tany N. McAdory.

Because he had not had a chance to meet 

with his attorney, the initial appearance 

was postponed until 3 p.m. Thursday.

Randle El, 34, of Homewood, Illinois, 

also was charged last week in Rock County 

Court with aggravated battery intending 

great bodily harm and loan sharking, both 

with use of a dangerous weapon.

Janesville police on Sept. 28, 2019, 

spoke with a Janesville woman who had 

been beaten with a baseball bat, according 

to the new criminal complaint filed Dec. 8.

Prosecutors add battery charge to Randle El’s homicide charges

Randle El Winchester McAdory

By Lauran Neergaard

Associated Press

Health care workers 
around the country rolled 
up their sleeves for the first 
COVID-19 shots Monday as 
hope that an all-out vaccina-
tion effort can defeat the coro-
navirus smacked up against 
the heartbreaking reality of 
300,000 U.S. deaths.

“Relieved,” proclaimed 
critical care nurse Sandra 
Lindsay after becoming one 
of the first to be inoculated 
at Long Island Jewish Medi-
cal Center in New York. “I feel 
like healing is coming.”

With a countdown of “3-2-
1,” workers at Ohio State Uni-
versity’s Wexner Medical Cen-
ter gave initial injections to 
applause.

And in Colorado, Gov. 
Jared Polis personally opened 
a delivery door to the FedEx 
driver and signed for a pack-
age holding 975 precious 

Shots  
of hope

US COVID-19  
vaccination push 
now underway

Associated Press
Colleen Teevan, the system 
pharmacy clinical manager at 
Hartford HealthCare, prepares 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for 
COVID-19 to give to a front-line 
worker Monday outside of Hart-
ford Hospital in Hartford, Conn.

Complaint: He beat woman 
with bat in dispute over money

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Students and staff in the Mil-

ton School District will receive 

new Apple devices two years into 

the district’s four-year contract 

with the company.

The Milton School Board voted 

4-3 on Monday to allow the dis-

trict to sell its current fleet of 

Apple products and enter a new 

four-year lease-to-own agree-

ment with Apple.

Board members Mike Hoff-

man, Brian Kvapil and Rick Mul-

len opposed the sale. This will 

be the third time since 2016 that 

the district is reselling its devices 

before the end of a contract.

The district will replace 24 

iMac computers in the high 

school’s digital media classroom, 

2,700 iPads for 4K through mid-

dle school students and staff, as 

well as 1,847 MacBooks for high 

school students and staff.

Superintendent Rich Dahman 

called the opportunity a “win-

win” and said the district doesn’t 

intend to replace devices every 

two years.

“There’s educational advan-

tages for us to move forward, 

there are financial advantages 

for us to move forward in having 

brand-new devices for all of our 

students and staff, 130 additional 

devices and being able to lower 

our annual lease cost,” Dahman 

said.

Some educational reasons 

for the switch include the abil-

ity to add more capable devices 

before the lease ends, Apple’s new 

M1 chip and larger screen size 

for the iPads, better battery life 

and graphics in MacBooks, and 

increased processing power in 

the iMacs.

Monday’s decision also adds 

100 iPads and 30 MacBooks to the 

district’s collection, “needed to 

support virtual learners, provide 

for replacements, and growth in 

needs,” according to board doc-

uments.

Current devices will be sold 

to Diamond Assets, a com-

pany co-owned by former board 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Monterey Hotel, after 

decades of citywide anticipation, 
will once again become a fully 
functional member of Janesville’s 
downtown landscape as soon as 
March 2022.

The 90-year-old, seven-story 
art deco building will transform 
from its longstanding identity as 
the Monterey Hotel to the Mon-
terey Apartments, with help from 
a $1.7 million deal from the city.

The city council Monday unan-
imously approved a tax-incre-
ment finance deal to aid devel-
opers Cardinal Capital Manage-
ment of West Allis and longtime 
owner Jim Grafft to redevelop the 
decrepit building into 51 apart-
ment units with first-floor com-
mercial space.

Gale Price, economic develop-
ment director, said the TIF agree-
ment allows developers to afford 
hefty costs unique to redevelop-
ing such a dilapidated property 
while presenting little to no risk 
financially to the city.

The agreement uses a pay-
as-you-go method, meaning the 

developers will receive incentives 

gradually over 19 years. There are 

no upfront costs to the city, and 

the city will not need to take out 

new debt for the deal, Price said.

Incentives paid over time come 

from increased property tax value 

created by the project, funds the 

city does not currently depend on 

to operate.

Pay-as-you-go deals are attrac-

tive because there is no risk or 

debt for the city and it encourages 

developers to finish and maintain 

the project. City incentives can-

not be paid out until the project 

is completed, Price said.

Price pointed out the 

redevelopment is pricier than 

many other construction proj-

ects, with $650,000 of the  

$9.4 million project budgeted 

for environmental costs such as 

asbestos abatement.

Environmental costs are 
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RELATED
• Vaccines delivered in Wis-

consin: UW Health employees were 
among first in the state to receive coro-
navirus vaccine shots Monday./2A

Promising development

Gazette file photo
Vehicles drive past the Monterey Hotel in downtown Janesville in January. The Janesville City Council voted 
Monday to approve a $1.7 million tax increment financing deal with a West Allis-based developer and build-
ing owner Jim Grafft. The plan is to turn the 90-year-old former hotel into 51 apartment units with commercial 
space on the first floor.

City council OKs  
TIF to transform 
Monterey Hotel
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Milton district approves device swap
Some board members 
question transaction

Turn to SWAP on Page 7A

Final steps
After presidential electors 

cast their votes Monday, 

President-elect Joe Biden 

criticized President Donald 

Trump over his post-election 

challenges. Page 6B

Jail outbreak
Rock County Jail officials turn 

their focus to testing staff 

members for coronavirus  

after completing tests  

of most of the jail’s 234 

inmates. Page 3A

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........34 -32 10,924
Deaths ........ 1 +1 103
 Total Change
Hosp. .....43 (Dec. 14) +2 (from Dec. 6)
Monday’s positivity rate: 24%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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