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•Lottie Ann (Seals) Cotton
•Bryan J. Harvey
•John Clifford Hill

•Wayne Allen Jacobsen
•Jane E. Miles
•Eric Bertian Sears

•Mary Ellen Seifert
•Steve Alan Stoltz
•Patricia A. Wiggins

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 69  

A p.m. t-storm  
in the area

More on 7A

‘We did it’
NBA title is  

Giannis’ reward 

for deciding  

to stay in  

Milwaukee. 
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In ‘Living’
Hospitals must now make prices 

transparent. For many consumers, 

they’re still anyone’s guess. Page 3C
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By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Hallie Kohn 

didn’t always see herself as an 

artist.

Despite growing up in a 

tight circle clamoring with cre-

atives, she opted for a career in 

elementary education. Her cho-

sen path led to a bachelors degree 

from UW-Whitewater, a masters 

degree from National Louis Uni-

versity in Chicago and a teach-

ing job at Jackson Elementary on 

Janesville’s 

south side.

But after reaching her profes-

sional goals, Kohn realized the 

memories of the dynamic colors 

and deep textures that decorated 

her mind as a child had never truly 

dissipated.

“We had this family friend who 

was an oil painter. I also have an 

aunt who was an artist, and my 

grandmother was actually a water-

color painter,” she said. “I was 

always inspired by the people who 

were around me at a young age.”

When one of life’s setbacks 

struck in 2005, Kohn sought the 

comfort of art as a necessary diver-

sion—and Hallie Kohn Art was 

born.

“I was looking for an outlet, a 

way for self growth,” said Kohn, 

who will display her oil paint-

ings Aug. 1 at the 63rd Tall-

man Arts Festival on 

Submitted photo

Janesville still-life artist Hallie Kohn 

will be among those exhibiting their 

work during the 63rd Tallman Arts 

Colorful 
memories

A youth spent surrounded by creatives helped 

to shape artist Hallie Kohn’s professional career 

Turn to KOHN on 

Page 2C
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True colors
Janesville native 

Hallie Kohn finds 

markets for her 

oil paintings near 

and far. kicks, 

inside

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Julian D. Collazo was found 

guilty of murdering Christine  
Scaccia-Lubeck in 2017, a jury 
decided after about 90 minutes of 
deliberation Wednesday.

No reaction by Collazo could be 
detected as Judge Barbara McCrory read 
the verdict, but Scaccia-Lubeck’s mother, 
Diane Somers, sobbed.

The family has waited 2½ years to hear 
a guilty verdict, including waiting through 

a previous trial in which the jury 

could not reach a verdict.

Co-prosecutor Jerry Urbik said 

afterward that the wait took an 

emotional toll on the family.

Collazo, 24, must be sen-

tenced to life in the prison sys-

tem, but that could include super-

vised release. Urbik said the state 

will ask that Collazo not be given 

extended supervision because of the bru-

tal nature of the crime.

Urbik said a judge has wide discretion 

Frank Schultz/fschultz@gazettextra.com
Julian Collazo leaves a Rock County courtroom in Janesville minutes after the jury left the 
room to begin deliberations Wednesday afternoon. The jury found him guilty of the 2017 mur-
der of Christine Scaccia-Lubeck.

Scaccia-Lubeck

Jury finds Collazo 
guilty of murder

Jury reaches verdict in 90 minutes in second trial for stabbing

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Rock County Board 

member says he wants to 

attend meetings of a sub-

committee vetting candi-

dates seeking to fill an open 

supervisor seat. But even if 

he finds out when the com-

mittee meets, he said he 

has been told it’s unlikely 

either he or the general 

public will be allowed in 

the room.

Wayne Gustina, a 

county supervisor from 

Beloit, shares the concern 

of two advocates for open 

government that the pro-

cess shouldn’t be shielded 

from public scrutiny.

Gustina said he has 
asked but not yet learned 
from county administra-
tion officials, board chair-
man Rich Bostwick or the 
county’s lawyer when a 
subcommittee assembled 
by Bostwick will interview 
the individuals vying to 
represent Janesville’s Dis-
trict 23.

The seat was vacated 
last month by Supervisor 
Doug Wilde and will be 
filled by an appointee until 
the next election in April 
2022.

Gustina wants to know 
when the committee plans 
to meet because he said he 
would like to attend to hear 
what questions the panel 

Selection process 
concerns county 
board member

Gustina says he has been told he won’t 
be allowed to attend vetting meetings

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
An Air Tractor AT-503 applies a fine mist of fungicide over a cornfield near the intersection of Kemp and East Bradford 
Town Hall roads east of Janesville on Wednesday afternoon. Aerial application, known informally as crop dusting, involves 
technically challenging and occasionally hazardous flight patterns dipping to an altitude of between 7 and 10 feet above 
the crop, generally at about 140 to 150 mph.

Tricky maneuvering

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

A bipartisan bill championed 

by Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., 

to strengthen protections for 

crime victims has passed, and 

Rock County organizations say 

the measure would help bring 

sustainability that will lead to 

expanded services for sexual 
assault and domestic abuse sur-
vivors.

The legislation bolsters the 
Victims of Crime Act by fixing 
how the Crime Victims Fund is 
replenished for survivor support 
organizations across the coun-
try. Groups rely heavily on VOCA 
funding each year to support 
operations and programming for 
survivors.

The bill would redirect money 
from federal deferred prosecu-
tion and nonprosecution agree-
ments in resolved criminal 

cases for the crime victims fund, 
increasing funding needed for 

state victim com-
pensation and 
assistance pro-
grams.

“We took on 
a problem and 
worked in a 
bipartisan way 
to fix it,” Baldwin 
said. “This life-
line for so many 

is rapidly running out of funds 
and now we have taken action 
to replenish it so people can 

continue accessing these critical 
resources. This innovative solu-
tion uses no new taxpayer dol-
lars and now we have gotten the 
job done so that crime victims—
including those who’ve suf-
fered from domestic abuse, child 
abuse, sexual violence, and elder 
fraud and abuse, among others, 
continue to receive the services 
and assistance they need.”

VOCA funding is typically 
awarded through grants, and 
grant awards have decreased 
since 2019. In Wisconsin, vic-
tim assistance grants were cut 

by nearly 80% between 2018 and 

2021. Funding in 2018 totaled 

over $58 million and estimated 

2021 levels are standing at about 

$12.7 million, according to federal 

funding data. Statewide, VOCA 

awards account for $44 million 

in funding directly to local orga-

nizations. Further cuts to VOCA 

at the federal level would reduce 

funding levels to Wisconsin ser-

vice providers by more than half 

in the coming years.

The county oversees a number 

Baldwin

County groups laud federal bill to strengthen crime victim protections
Baldwin’s bipartisan bill 
would expand services 

for assault survivors
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