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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Janet Marilyn (Lawrence) 
Ackerman
•Emily Jadin Cecilia Eckert
•Nila L. Kuchenbecker
•Grant Loescher

•Roger G. Millard Jr.
•Steven J. Phillips
•Richard A. “Rick” 
Scherdell
•Ruth Mildred Schloesser

•Harry A. Sieren
•The Rev. Gary L. Sisk
•Nancy Sommerfeldt
•Virgil Sommerfeldt
•Karen Lee Warmke

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 35 | Low 30  

Breezy, colder; 
p.m. snow, 1-3”

More on 9A

Tar Heels on deck
Wisconsin draws North  

Carolina in the first round  

of the NCAA tournament with 

a potential second-round 

matchup with Baylor the 

region’s No. 1 seed. Page 1B
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Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Participants in the Shamrock Shuffle fundraiser to benefit the Boys & Girls Club of Janesville make their way 
back to O’Riley and Conway’s Irish Pub in Janesville on Saturday. Below, clockwise from top left: Evelyn Kahl, 92, 
of Stoughton lifts a cup of green beer as she waits for family members to finish their run Saturday outside the pub; a 
server pours a cup of beer; Tom Dummer of South Beloit, Ill., plays bagpipes in downtown Janesville near the finish line 
of the Shamrock Shuffle.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville officials are asking 

state representatives to seriously 

consider upholding a proposal 

from Gov. Evers to allow local 

sales tax increases to benefit 

municipalities.

Two state officials, Rep. Amy 

Loudenbeck, R-Clinton, and Sen. 

Janis Ringhand, D-Evansville, 

had different opinions on the 

proposed sales tax 

increases during a 

legislative round-

table held Friday 

afternoon.

Janesville offi-

cials have for 

years called on 

the state to allow 

municipal i t ies 

more local control in generating 

revenue.

T he  s ta te 

shared revenue 

formula allots 

less funding per 

capita for Janes-

ville than any of 

its 14 peer cities, 

and many state 

and local officials 

agree Janesville 

is a “loser” when compared to 

other cities in regards to shared 

revenue.

Dave Godek, interim finance 

director, said limited options to 

generate revenue have tied the 

city’s hands. The cost to do busi-

ness outpaces what the state 

allows the city to collect from tax-

payers because of state-imposed 

levy limits.

Evers in his budget proposal 

City officials want sales tax option

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

April referendums in 
four Rock County towns 
and one village would let 
ATV enthusiasts share 
rural roads with cars and 
trucks.

The goal is to eventu-
ally connect with a system 
of ATV road routes and off-
road trails that is develop-
ing across the state, open-
ing up new kinds of out-
door recreation and tour-
ism spending, said Jason 
Knox of the Western Rock 
County ATV Club.

The Gazette could find 
no formal opposition, but 
concerns about safety and 
noise have been expressed 
locally and around the state.

The referendums, all 
advisory, will be on the 
April 6 ballot in Orfordville 
and the towns of Avon, Cen-
ter, Plymouth and Union.

Their focus is on ATVs, 

Open roads?

ROCK COUNTY

Towns, village consider 
ATVs on local roads
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They lobby lawmakers to enact taxing 
provision in governor’s budget proposal

Shuffling  
toward 
spring

By Lindsey Tanner

Associated Press

There was no reason to 

celebrate on Rachel Van 

Lear’s anniversary. The 

same day a global pandemic 

was declared, she developed 

symptoms of COVID-19. A 

year later, she’s still waiting 

for them to disappear. And 

for experts to come up with 

some answers.

The Texas woman is one 

of thousands of self-de-

scribed long-haulers, 

patients with symptoms 

that linger or develop out 

of the blue months after 

they first became infected 

with coronavirus. Hers first 

arrived March 11, 2020.

The condition affects an 

uncertain number of survi-

vors in a baffling variety of 

ways.

“We’re faced with a mys-

tery,” said Dr. Francis Col-

lins, chief of the National 

Institutes of Health.

Is it a condition unique 

Doctors try to solve 
long-haul COVID-19

So far, lingering 
symptoms have 

stumped scientists

Advisory referendums concerning  
ATV access to roads on spring ballots

Turn to STUMPED on Page 7A

Turn to ROADS on Page 9A

Turn to TAX on Page 9A

Ringhand Loudenbeck

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 1 -12 14,564
Deaths ........0 0 162
 Total Change
Hosp. .....2 (March 11) -3 (from March 4)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 1%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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