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WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
35°/15°

A little afternoon 
snow

THURSDAY
31°/20°

Mostly cloudy

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A

Hearings set to resolve dispute
Allegations against the Janesville fire chief 

brought by a former employee could be resolved 
in hearings scheduled for February. The hear-
ings could have some elements of a courtroom 
trial: Witnesses could be called and their testi-
monies would be heard to help the Janesville 
Police and Fire Commission and its retained 
attorney take action on three charges of miscon-
duct in public office against Fire Chief Randy 
Banker.
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State • 2A

A state DNR board member 
said Tuesday the board has 
fielded questions from people  
wondering why kids younger 
than 5 received hunting licenses

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Ralph J. Esposito/Delavan
•Wayne R. Pepper/Janesville
•Dolores “Molly” Porter/Evansville
•Richard A. Sterk/Janesville

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Louise Marie Appleman/Janesville
•Diane K. Butts/Janesville
•Elmer Paul Canik/Beloit
•Donald F. Jansen/Janesville
•Debra Kay Lettman/Milton
•F. Paul Locast/Janesville
•Sandra H. McDonnell/Crivitz
•Ralph Chester McNeely/Sharon
•Dolores “Molly” Porter/Evansville
•Christine H. Scaccia-Lubeck/Janesville
•Jessie J. Welch/Janesville
•Phyllis Thelma Williams/Whitewater
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Food & Drink • 8C

The Four Dishes get 

their fix for Asian  

cuisine at Moy’s 

Restaurant in Elkhorn
quick kicks

FILM

Film and foam

Enjoy the holiday favorite 

“Home Alone” along with some 

of your favorite beers as Rock 

County Brewing Co. presents 

“Brew and View” at 

8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 

15, in the Janes-

ville Performing 

Arts Center 

Gallery, 

408 S. 

Main St., 

Janesville.

Tickets are $5 per 

person and include compli-

mentary popcorn. Attendees must 

be age 21 or older, and selections 

from Rock County Brewing will be 

available for $4 per glass.

Seating is limited to 100 

people. For more information, visit 

JanesvillePAC.org or call 608-758-

0297.

MUSIC

Kids and Carpenters

Lisa Rock and her six-piece 

band bring back the sounds of 

Karen Carpenter when 

they present “A Carpen-

ters Christmas” at 

7:30 p.m. Saturday, 

Dec. 16, at the 

Janesville 

Performing 

Arts Center, 

408 S. Main St., 

Janesville.

Part of the “Live 

on Main Street” series, the show 

also will feature performances by 

the JPAC Youth choirs and Voigt 

Music Center of Janesville’s Main 

Stage Revue.

Cost is $25 for adults and $15 

for students. For more informa-

tion, visit JanesvillePAC.org or call 

608-758-0297.

DANCE

The gift of dance

Members of The Dance 

Factory of Delavan will present two 

performances of 

“The Nutcracker” 

at 2 and 7 p.m. Sat-

urday, Dec. 16, at 

Young Auditorium 

on the UW-White-

water campus, 

800 W. Main St., 

Whitewater.

Considered one 

of the world’s most 

famous ballets, 

“The Nutcracker” has become 

synonymous with holidays. The 

Tchaikovsky masterpiece tells the 

story of a young German girl who 

dreams of a Nutcracker Prince.

For more information, or to 

purchase tickets, visit Young 

Auditorium.com, call 262-472-

2222 or go to the Greenhill Center 

of the Arts box office on campus.

AUDITIONS

Come join the ‘King’

Auditions for “Lion King Jr.” 

will take place from 4-7 p.m. Sun-

day, Dec. 17, at SpotLight on Kids, 

20 S. Main St., Suite 22, Janesville.

Kids ages 6-8 should come 

prepared with a song and any 

conflicts from Jan. 7-March 8.

For more information, visit 

http://spotlightonkids.wixsite.

com/spotlightonkidshome

CORRECTION

BJSO show time wrong

The Beloit Janesville 

Symphony Orchestra’s Winter 

Pops Concert in Janesville will be 

at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 17, at the 

Janesville Performing Arts Center, 

408 S. Main St., Janesville.  A story 

on Page 10C in last week’s kicks 

section reported an incorrect 

time.

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—While the true 

meaning of Christmas never has 

changed, the way in which we 

celebrate the season seems to be-

come more complicated each year.

For some, searching for the 

perfect gift or a deal on a long-

sought-after item means hours at the 

stores. For others, there is extra time 

for faith or for volunteering with a 

favorite local charity. And for most, it 

involves seeking out the perfect tree, 

planning a huge meal or decorating 

the house both inside and out in 

preparation for the family’s antici-

pated visits.

The key commonality is stress. 

Trying to make sure all the bases are 

covered so things come off without a 

hitch can be a daunting endeavor.

That’s why Brett Frazier finds the 

simple things important, and why he 

considers The Armory’s “Christmas 

at the Armory” a valuable opportuni-

ty to relax.

“There’s a lot of stuff going on 

By Lindsey Bahr

Associated Press

L
OS ANGELES —There were 

cheers, gasps, droid photo oppor-

tunities, casino games and more 

than a few standing ovations at 

the jam-packed world premiere of 

“Star Wars: The Last Jedi” last Satur-

day night.

The film opens nationwide Friday.

Rian Johnson, the writer and 

director of the eighth installment of 

the franchise, dedicated the night to 

the late Carrie Fisher, who died after 

filming had completed.

“She’s up there flipping the bird 

and saying, ‘Don’t bring this night 

down with solemn tributes,’” Johnson 

said on stage at L.A.’s Shrine Audito-

rium.

It was in that spirit that Johnson 

excitedly introduced his cast, includ-

ing Mark Hamill, Adam Driver, Daisy 

Ridley and Laura Dern. Hamill and 

composer John Williams, who John-

son called one of the “greatest living 

film composers” were among the few 

who received standing ovations.

“Let’s watch a Star Wars movie!” 

Johnson exclaimed as the cast took 

their seats, the lights dimmed and 

the yellow Star Wars logo and iconic 

scrawl appeared on screen to signal 

the start of the film. 

The enthusiastic audience laughed 

and cheered throughout much of the 

2½ hour film. One audience member 

even shrieked “What?!” at a key scene 

deep in the film.

The elaborate premiere featured a 

massive assault vehicle and a proces-

sion of Stormtroopers and droids that 

preceded the first showing of the film 

in advance of its Friday release. 

The mood was joyous and preg-

nant with anticipation for the highly 

anticipated and guarded film, which 

sees the return of Hamill’s Luke 

Skywalker as well as Fisher’s final 

performance.

Though reviews weren’t immedi-

ately available, journalists and others 

at the screening who shared their 

initial reactions online said “The Last 

Jedi” packed the adventure expected 

in a “Star Wars” film, but took it into 

new territory.

J.J. Abrams, who directed 2015’s 

“Star Wars: The Force Awakens” and 

will return to direct Episode IX, told 

The Associated Press the film was 

“great” and that “Rian killed it.”

“Logan” director James Mangold 

also praised the film’s director, call-

ing the movie “a great chapter of a 

blockbuster franchise,” that also had 

RELATED

• The critics say: Read Katie Walsh’s review 

of ‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi .”/3C

• No spoilers: Director, cast members offer 

tidbits about film ahead of Friday release ./5C

Turn to ‘JEDI’ on Page 5C

A 

show 

of 

force
‘Last Jedi’ draws 

high praise at premiere 

as theaters brace 

for Friday release

The Armory gets festive for annual holiday celebration

Submitted photo

Santa Claus discusses Christmas presents with a young boy during last 

year’s ‘Christmas at The Armory’ event in Janesville. The jolly old elf also will 

make a guest appearance at this year’s event, which runs Dec. 22 and 23.

There’s a lot of stuff going on and a lot 

of things you can do with the family 

around the season . That said, going to 

the theater and enjoying a collection 

of Christmas songs and a really great 

meal together is something we consider 

unique .

‘Christmas at The Armory’ Director 

Brett Frazier

“ ”

Turn to ARMORY on Page 5C

COMING THURSDAY

‘Last Jedi’ premieres 
in Los Angeles to 
plenty of fanfare 
ahead of Friday’s 
nationwide debut .
kicks

By Kim Chandler and Steve Peoples

Associated Press

MONTGOMERY, ALA. 

In a stunning victory aided by scandal, 

Democrat Doug Jones won Alabama’s spe-

cial Senate election Tuesday, beating back 

history, an embattled Republican opponent 

and President Donald Trump, who urgently 

endorsed GOP rebel Roy Moore despite a 

litany of sexual misconduct allegations.

It was the first Democratic Senate victory 

in a quarter-century in Alabama, one of the 

reddest of red states, and proved anew that 

party loyalty is anything but sure in the age 

of Trump. The Republican loss was a major 

embarrassment for the president and a fresh 

wound for the nation’s already divided GOP.

“We have shown not just around the state 

of Alabama, but we have shown the coun-

try the way—that we can be unified,” Jones 

declared as supporters in a Birmingham 

ballroom cheered, danced and cried tears 

of joy. Still in shock, the Democrat struggled 

for words: “I think that I have been waiting 

all my life, and now I just don’t know what 

the hell to say.”

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

The two suspects in a Janesville stab-

bing homicide are being held in Missouri 

on $50,000 bonds pending extradition to 

Wisconsin.

Rock County District Attorney David 

O’Leary said it’s likely he will issue war-

rants Wednesday to begin the extradition 

process.

Julian D. Collazo, 21, and Nicole R. 

Kazar, 23, could waive extradition pro-

ceedings. If they did, they could be back 

in Rock County in a matter of days, of-

ficials said.
The process could be longer if they 

request extradition hearings.
Janesville police continued Tuesday 

to investigate the death of Christine H. 
Scaccia-Lubeck, 43, who lived alone at 
426 S. River St. Her body was discovered 
in her home at 4:44 p.m. Saturday.

Police believe the stabbing happened 
many hours earlier. It appears the vic-
tim’s missing car was taken before Friday 
night’s light snowfall, they said.

The Chevrolet Trax was equipped with 
the OnStar motorist-assist service, which 
uses GPS technology and can track sub-
scriber vehicles.

Police contacted OnStar, which locat-
ed the car and notified police in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, said Lt. Terry Sher-
idan of the Janesville Police Department.

Cape Girardeau police took the pair 

into custody shortly after 7 p.m. Saturday 

at a gas station along Interstate 55, about 

440 miles south of Janesville.

Sgt. Rick Schmidt of the Cape Gi-

rardeau police said the OnStar informa-

tion is not pinpoint-accurate, but it was 

more than enough to locate the car.

Two officers approached the Trax at 

the gas station, which had towels hang-

ing over the driver’s-side window, accord-

ing to a probable-cause statement filed in 

Cape Girardeau County Court.

Schmidt said the officers likely ap-

proached with guns drawn because they 

knew of the Janesville murder investiga-

tion linked to the stolen car.

One officer approached the passen-

ger side, saw Collazo in the passenger 

seat and Kazar driving, according to the 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Some residents might have already seen 

an invention that two Janesville siblings 
designed and produced, and they wouldn’t 
have had to look farther than their neighbor’s 
front lawn.

Soon, the product might pop up at a slew 
of home improvement and hardware stores.

Former IT professional Kane Carmody and 
his sister Jennifer Carmody say their family 
invented “Post Shields,” four-sided, 6-inch-tall 
plastic guards that slide and snap in place 
around the bases of mailboxes or deck or 
fence posts, and they are perhaps as simple as 
an invention can get.

Their function is even simpler: They’re 
designed to stop string weed trimmers, lawn-
mowers and other equipment from chewing 
up the bottoms of posts stuck in yards.

Post Shields were born just one year ago, 
but the product and the company are already 
poised to grow in a big way.

Kane Carmody said he and Jennifer devel-
oped Post Shields from a design their father, 
Scott, a Florida resident, developed using 3-D 
printer technology about two years ago.

The siblings, who worked for their father’s 
IT company, said they got the product pat-
ented and opened up shop this June in Olde 

Bond for homicide suspects in Missouri set at $50,000

Collazo

Kazar

Simple 
success
Straightforward invention  
that protects yard posts 
has siblings expanding 
their business quickly

Above: Kane 
Carmody, right, 
prepares a 
package to ship 
Post Shields to 
Ace Hardware 
with Jennifer 
Carmody 
at the Olde 
Towne Mall in 
Janesville on 
Monday. Left: 
Examples of 
the Carmodys’ 
Post Shields.

Photos by Angela 
Major/amajor@
gazettextra .com

Towne Mall in downtown Janesville, about 

six months after launching Post Shields from 

home in Janesville.

Almost immediately, they say, they landed 

a major order with Chicago-based Ace 

Hardware, whose hardware buyer saw their 

product at the National Hardware Show in 

Las Vegas in May.

Ace bought a large order—11 pallets—of 

Post Shields, which Kane Carmody said are 

now being distributed to dozens of stores 

in the U.S. Before the Ace deal, Post Shields 

were sold through various internet-based 

sellers, the siblings said.

Rock County DA says he will 
take steps to extradite them

Turn to SUCCESS on Page 9A

Turn to SUSPECTS on Page 5A

Associated Press
Green Bay quarterback Aaron Rodgers leaves Lam-
beau Field after the Brett Hundley-led Packers beat 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 26-20 in overtime Dec. 
3. Rodgers and the team announced Tuesday night 
that his broken collarbone is sufficiently healed to 
play in this weekend’s game against the Carolina 
Panthers. Green Bay is jockeying with a host of oth-
er teams for a wild-card berth into the NFC playoffs. 
Story on Page 1B.

Rodgers returns for last leg  
of Packers playoff pushDemocrat pulls off upset  

in Alabama Senate race
Republican Moore refuses  

to concede, considers recount

Democrat 
Doug Jones 
greets 
supporters 
in Bir-
mingham, 
Ala., after 
beating 
Republican 
Roy Moore 
in a special 
election 
for a U.S. 
Senate seat 
in Alabama.

Associated 
Press

Turn to ALABAMA on Page 5A


