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WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
32°/23°

Clouds yielding  
to some sun

THURSDAY
42°/34°

Partly sunny

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 5A, 8A-10A

Man convicted for robberies
More than two years after the first in a string 

of robberies committed in fall 2016, a Rock 
County jury determined the robber was Michael 
O. Statler, 25, of Beloit. He was one of several 
accused in the crimes, but he claimed he didn’t 
do it. Rather, he said, it was someone who might 
have looked like him behind the mask worn in 
security camera footage of a robbery.

STATE • 2A

Senate votes out officials
The Wisconsin Senate voted Tuesday to oust 

leaders of the bipartisan state agencies charged 
with running elections and overseeing ethics 
laws, the latest move by Republicans to exact re-
venge on anyone connected with a now-closed 
investigation into Gov. Scott Walker and other 
conservatives.
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Nation/World • 6B-7B

A 15-year-old boy was arrested 
after two people were killed in 
rural Kentucky in the first fatal 
school shooting of 2018

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Simone S. Brookens/Janesville
•Donald R. Cook/Janesville
•Clement Edward Ford/Winnebago, Illinois
•Irwin A. Graham/Delavan
•John C. Jess/Beloit
•Lynn A. “Cruiser” Kraus/Janesville
•Dorothy M. Phillips/Monroe and Woodford

OBITUARIES • 8A
•David A. Ames/Indianford
•Buddy L. Ewers/Janesville
•James E. Knappenberger/Montello
•Lynn “Cruiser” Kraus/Janesville
•Rosemary Elizabeth Metzdorff/Whitewater
•Allen L.J. Quast/Whitewater
•The Rev. Wernor Wagner/Elkhorn

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Parker’s Tremar Curry (30) speeds past defenders 
from Madison West to attempt a layup during Tues-
day’s Big Eight Conference game at Parker High 
School in Janesville. Curry scored 14 points for the 
Vikings, but the Regents rallied in the last minute 
and a half to get their first league victory, 71-70. 
Story on Page 1B.

Regents edge past Vikings
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Food & Drink • 8C

Four Dishes: Waterfront 

will leave you happy, 

satisfied
quick kicks

TRIVIA

Questionable behavior

The Parker High School Athlet-

ic Booster Club will host its second 

Trivia Night fundraiser start-

ing at 5 p.m. 

Saturday, 

Feb. 10, 

at the 

school, 

3125 

Mineral 

Point Ave., 

Janesville.

The con-

test, which begins at 

7 p.m., features 10 rounds of 10 

questions for teams of between 

4-8 players. Prizes will be awarded 

to the top six teams, with the 

overall winner pocketing $300.

Along with trivia, the event 

will feature dinner for purchase 

from My Apartment of Janesville, 

a performance by Parker’s pep 

band, 50/50 and basket raffles 

and a silent auction.

Cost is $10 per player. 

Payments can be made online 

at Paypal.me/Parker Boosters 

or ParkerAthleticBoosters.com, 

or checks made out to “Parker 

Athletic Boosters” can be sent to 

the school. Online registration 

closes at noon Feb. 8.

For more information, visit 

ParkerAthleticBoosters.com or 

email ParkerBoosters@gmail.com.

AUDITIONS

Join the symphony

The Beloit Janesville Sym-

phony Orchestra will audition 

for several posi-

tions at 2 p.m. 

Wednesday 

and Thursday, 

March 21 and 

22, at the 

Janesville 

Performing 

Arts Center, 408 

S. Main St., Janesville.

Positions open 

include section violin 1 

and 2, section cello, 

principal bass, sec-

tion bass, bassoon 

and principal 

keyboard. A sublist 

audition will be held 

for all other instruments.

Audition repertoire is 

available at BeloitJanesvilleSym-

phony.org.

To register, send a one-page 

resume and check for $25 

made out to “Beloit Janesville 

Symphony” by Monday, March 

12, to Emily Sobacki, personnel 

manager, BJSO, W1888 N. Bloom-

field road, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. 

Registration fee will be refunded 

upon arrival at audition.

For more information, email 

emilysobacki@gmail.com or call 

309-531-3225.

MUSIC

Heavenly sounds

The United States Air Force 

Band of Mid-America’s jazz 

ensemble, Shades of Blue, will 

perform free shows at four area 

locations early next month.

Shows will be at 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 8, in the Light 

Recital Hall at Greenhill Center of 

the Arts on the UW-Whitewater 

campus, 950 W. Main St.; 7 p.m. 

Friday, 

Feb. 9, 

at Beloit 

Memo-

rial High 

School, 1225 4th St.; 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 10, at the Edgerton 

Performing Arts Center, 200 Elm 

High Drive; and 7 p.m. Sunday, 

Feb. 11, at Monroe High School, 

1600 26th St.

For more information, visit 

www.music.af.mil/Bands/US-Air-

Force-Band-of-Mid-America.

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra .

com

JANESVILLE

If you’re trying 

to stretch your enter-

tainment dollar, seeing 

Janesville Little Theatre’s 

production of “Murder at the 

Prop Table” is an economically 

responsible move.

The farcical comedy is described as “a play 

in a play,” so you could make the argument 

you’re getting a two-for-one deal.

“Murder,” which premieres Friday, Feb. 2, in 

the black box theater at Janesville Performing 

Arts Center, treats patrons to a storyline split 

between onstage and backstage locations.

Former theater stars Alex and Lynn Pud-

dington are unhappily married. Alex is in 

love with Jane, who is the prop mistress 

in a new production he and Lynn hope 

will revitalize their careers. But Jane is 

the girlfriend of Herbert, the show’s nerdy 

playwright. As the curtain goes up the night of 

the show’s premiere, Lynn is angry, Jane is con-

fused, and Herbert is worried about potential 

critics in the audience.

The drama taking place backstage bleeds 

into the production as the characters find the 

lines blurred between what they think is hap-

pening and what actually is happening.

“You see the play being done, plus what’s 

going on backstage,” explained director Rebec-

ca Vanderheyden. “So when a character such 

as Alex is doing what I call the ‘play play,’ and 

he looks through the curtain to see Herbert 

kneeling down holding Lynn’s hand backstage, 

he thinks that there is a proposal going on and 

that his wife is having an affair, but that’s not 

really what’s going on. There is a lot of misun-

derstanding like that.”

Things are further complicated with the 

introduction of a confused gardener, the 

Newcomers fill key roles in upcoming JLT production of ‘Murder at the Prop Table’

Jay Goodwin, left, 

rehearses a scene 

as Alex Pudding-

ton alongside 

Rosemarie Titus, 

right, who plays 

the stage manager, 

during rehearsal 

for Janesville Little 

Theatre’s upcom-

ing production 

of ‘Murder at 

the Prop Table.’ 

The show, which 

features a cast 

consisting largely 

of actors new to 

the local theater 

group, premieres 

Friday, Feb. 2, in 

the black box the-

ater at the Janes-

ville Performing 

Arts Center, 408 S. 

Main St.

Angela Major/ 

amajor@gazettextra . 

com

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

LAKE GENEVA

The three co-founders of the 

Geneva Theatre Actors Guild all 

have some professional acting 

experience, but their latest 

venture is decidedly less serious 

than anything seen on Broadway.

The props and costumes are 

handmade or cobbled togeth-

er from their own collections. 

They’ve made script adjust-

ments on performance day, said 

co-founder Harold Johnson.

In December, while perform-

ing “The Man Who Came to 

Dinner,” some of the cast mem-

bers were dealing with physical 

ailments. They sat in chairs and 

read the script to avoid aggravat-

ing their injuries, he said.

And because they’re busy with 

other responsibilities and don’t 

have quite as sharp of memories 

as they did years ago, every show 

is performed as reader’s theater. 

Each actor performs while hold-

ing a black binder containing 

their lines, he said.

“We don’t see this as some-

thing we can make money from, 

Group brings stage productions back to Geneva Theater

Submitted photo

From left, Harold Johnson, JaNelle Powers and Gordon Wisniewski are co-founders 

of the Geneva Theatre Actors Guild. The group has helped resurrect theater in Lake 

Geneva, and it has a production of ‘Love, Loss and What I Wore’ coming up next 

month at the Geneva Theater.

Dangerous laughter

IF YOU GO

What: “Love, Loss and What 

We Wore,” performed by the 

Geneva Theatre Actors Guild.

When: 7:30 p.m., Thursday, 

Feb. 8.
Where: Geneva Theater, 244 

Broad St., Lake Geneva.

For ticket information: 

Call the Breadloaf Book Shop 

at 262-248-9446 or search for 

“Geneva Theatre Actors Guild” 

on Facebook.

Turn to ‘MURDER’ on Page 5C

Turn to GUILD on Page 5C

COMING THURSDAY

Janesville Little  
Theatre’s upcoming 
show includes  
a play within  
the play ./kicks

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

The city at a community forum 

Tuesday evening shared with res-

idents preliminary plans for rede-

signing Milwaukee Street that in-

clude removing traffic signals and 

left-turn lanes, installing back-in 

parking stalls, and creating inter-

section bump outs complete with 

landscaping.

Residents shared their thoughts 

on all aspects, but many said they 

like the general idea of revamping 

the downtown throughway.

The city plans in 2020 to recon-

struct Milwaukee Street between 

River and Locust streets. The street 

needs to be repaved, and a water 

main needs to be replaced. Offi-

cials decided it would be efficient 

to redesign the road and replace 

sidewalks and terraces at the same 

time.

One new idea the city shared is 

raising the street to be almost level 

with the sidewalks at intersections 

without stoplights. Doing so would 

encourage drivers to slow down, 

said Brad Reents, project manag-

er of engineering consultant MSA 

Professional Services.

Jeffrey Navarro, who is running 

for Janesville City Council, said the 

elevated sections would act as gi-

ant speed bumps.

Parker High School student 

Chris Rick, by far the youngest 

resident in attendance, worried for 

pedestrians if traffic signals were 

removed and replaced with two- or 

four-way stop signs. Drivers might 

Public seems to support  
Milwaukee Street overhaul
Specifics questioned; 

general idea embraced

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

EDGERTON
When a man has a heart at-

tack, it might feel like an ele-
phant sitting on his chest.

Women usually won’t feel 
that way.

More women die from heart 
disease each year than men.

Women experience heart 
disease differently, are treat-
ed differently and sometimes 
don’t take seriously enough 
their own heart health, said 

Sue Kindschi, 
manager of 
E d g e r t o n 
H o s p i t a l ’ s 
cardio pul-
monary de-
partment.

Women’s 
lifestyles can 
affect how 
they receive 
t r e a t m e n t , 

Kindschi said.
Many women don’t take 

enough time to care for them-
selves. They often are overload-
ed in their roles as caregivers, 
employees, friends, partners 
and more, she said.

Kindschi once met a 70-year-
old woman who suffered a 
heart attack while canning to-
matoes. Instead of going to the 
emergency room, the woman 
finished canning so the toma-
toes wouldn’t go to waste.

“That’s kind of how we 

It’s time  
for a heart  

to heart

WEAR RED DAY  
LUNCHEON

What: Wear Red Day Lun-
cheon

When: 11:30 a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 2.

Where: Edgerton Hospi-
tal, 11101 N. Sherman Road, 
Edgerton.

Cost: $12 per person.
Reservations: Call 608-

884-1609 or visit edgerton 
hospital.com

City staff, residents discuss future plans for West Milwaukee Street

Rendering (below) submitted by the City of Janesville; Photo by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
A conceptual rendering shows what Milwaukee Street at Academy Street facing River Street could look like compared 
to a current photo of the same area. The rendering contains several differences, including the lack of left turn lanes, 
back-in instead of head-in angled parking and a curved corner bump out instead of a painted area.

Kindschi

 Æ Hospital event to focus 
on women’s heart health

By Chris Megerian and Joseph Tanfani

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 

who played a key role in several 

controversies shadowing Presi-

dent Donald Trump, was ques-

tioned for several hours last week 

by the special counsel’s office in-

vestigating Russian interference 

in the 2016 presidential campaign.

Sessions is the first known 

member of Trump’s Cabinet to be 

interviewed in the criminal inqui-

ry, which is seek-

ing to determine 

whether Trump 

or any of his aides 

assisted the Rus-

sian campaign 

effort or were in-

volved in alleged 

obstruction of 

justice during 

the subsequent 

FBI investigation.

The attorney general could 

provide an eyewitness account 

to special counsel Bob Mueller 

about several key episodes under 

scrutiny, including Trump’s inter-

actions with campaign foreign 

policy aide George Papadopoulos, 

who offered to arrange meetings 

with senior Kremlin officials, and 

Trump’s decision to fire FBI Direc-

tor James Comey.

“Sessions is 

kind of every-

where,” said Su-

san Hennessy, a 

national security 

and governance 

fellow at the non-

partisan Brook-

ings Institution. 

“If you are con-

ducting a thorough investigation, 

who are the people you absolutely 

need to talk to? Trump is one of 

those people. Sessions is another.”

The sit-down with Sessions is 

the latest evidence that Mueller’s 

high-stakes investigation is reach-

ing an advanced stage, although its 

final outcome is unclear.

Mueller already has arranged to 

question Steve Bannon, who was 

Trump’s campaign manager and 

later chief strategist at the White 

House until he was fired in August. 

Mueller also is expected to seek an 

interview with Trump in the com-

ing weeks.

Papadopolous and former 

White House national securi-

ty adviser Michael Flynn have 

pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI 

and are cooperating with prose-

cutors. Trump’s former campaign 

chairman, Paul Manafort, and his 

deputy have pleaded not guilty to 

multiple charges.

A Justice Department spokes-

man confirmed Sessions met with 

Mueller’s team last week but de-

clined to say what was discussed. 

The special counsel’s office de-

clined to comment.

Sessions, Mueller meet
Attorney general  

first Cabinet official 
to be interviewed

Sessions Mueller
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