ECHO could face
some cutbacks
Executive Director Karen
Lisser says the group
‘will have to shut down
services’ if it doesn’t get
a funding boost. Page 2A
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Paige Banks is The Gazette’s
2018-19 area girls basketball
player of the year, and the
Evansville junior will tell you
she can improve her play
next year. Page 1B
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Can redistricting be nonpartisan?
Growing number of states
are changing how they
create political districts
By David A. Lieb
Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, MO.

Frustrated by partisan gerrymandering, voters in a growing number of states
have taken the pen and computer away
from lawmakers who have traditionally drawn U.S. House and state legislative districts and instead entrusted that

responsibility to others.
In the past decade, eight states have
overhauled their redistricting procedures
to lessen the potential of partisan manipulation, including four that adopted ballot measures last fall. More could consider
redistricting changes during the 2020 elections—the last before the U.S. Census initiates another round of mapmaking for over
400 U.S. House seats and nearly 7,400 state
legislative seats.
The current movement began in California for the 2010 Census, when voters approved ballot initiatives creating
an independent citizens’ commission to
handle redistricting. Measures touted as
redistricting reforms also have passed

in Florida, New York, Ohio and—most
recently— in Colorado, Michigan, Missouri and Utah.
In Ohio, the effort was bipartisan.
Republicans joined with Democrats to
back a pair of successful ballot measures
that will require minority-party support to
enact new congressional and state legislative districts for the next decade.
Ohio’s congressional delegation has
remained at 12 Republicans and four Democrats ever since GOP officials redrew the
maps after the 2010 Census, a 75-25 percent
tilt that is out of line with the statewide
vote for the two major parties. In November, Republican congressional candidates
in Ohio won 52 percent of that vote while

Democrats won 48 percent.
The Associated Press used a so-called
“efficiency gap” test to analyze the 2018
elections. It’s one of the same analytical
tools cited in a North Carolina gerrymandering case for which the U.S. Supreme
Court is hearing arguments on Tuesday.
The test showed Ohio’s pro-Republican
leaning ranked just behind North Carolina’s in the 2018 congressional elections,
and its state House districts also showed
a GOP advantage.
“We’ve been living under that rigged
system for the entire decade,” said Ohio
Democratic Party Chairman David Pepper.
Yet one of the supporters of Ohio’s
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Stories in snow: Where
do wild wolves wander?

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Advanced anatomy and physiology students Michelle Holtz, left, and Emily Stol study in the student success center at
Blackhawk Technical College. The center would be combined with the school library under remodeling plans.

Remodeling for success
Blackhawk Technical College plans changes to engage students
By Catherine W. Idzerda
cidzerda@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

Blackhawk Technical College
describes its latest project as “co-locating services to support pathways
initiatives designed to improve student retention and success.”
It would be easier to call it “remodeling for success.”
Last year, the Blackhawk Technical College Board approved a threeyear facilities plan. Such plans usually languish on some administrator’s shelf, but work already has
started on one of the school’s top priorities: combining the student success center and the library for a new

learning resource center.
The student success center, which
is at the front of the building, houses
learning labs, a testing center, tutors
and open areas for studying.
The library is toward the back of
the building. An enclosure in recent
Blackhawk Technical College Board
packet notes the library’s holdings
and resource material have “largely
migrated to an electronic/online format” resulting in the need for less
space.
The cost of the remodeling to combine the two will cost an estimated
$280,000 and must still be approved
the Wisconsin Technical College
System Board. The project will be
paid for with money from previous

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Orval L. Appleman
•Robert L. Britton
•Hilary Cole
•Janice Cornford
•Nancy Fiedler

•Patrick J. Joyce
•Lois M. Ketterhagen
•Doreen Miller
•Susan “Susie” M.
Newcomb

•Thomas P. Panzer
•Bernice R. Rasmussen
•Rosemary J. Strand
•Janet K. Williams

remodeling projects that came in
under budget.

Earlier this month,
when snow still cradled
roads in frozen Juneau
County, Emily and Larry
Scheunemann searched
for signs
of large
meat-eaters.
On a
quiet road,
they found
paw prints
advancANNA
ing in a
MARIE LUX
straight
line, then
BETWEEN
disappearTHE LINES
ing under
drifting
snow.
“Could be a wolf,” Emily
said, bending down and
carefully measuring the
size of the prints with a
ruler.
For 20 years, the
Scheunemanns of rural
Whitewater have been
tracking gray wolves in

winter in remote corners
of the state.
The volunteers are
among almost 150 citizen scientists across Wisconsin who help the state
Department of Natural
Resources determine the
number, distribution and
territories of wolves.
“They are the backbone
of our wolf-monitoring
program,” said Scott Walter, large
carnivore
specialist
with the
DNR.
As wolf
numbers have
grown and
Walker
expanded,
it has become impossible for DNR staff alone to
properly survey them.
In the mid-1990s,
DNR staff developed a

Turn to WOLVES on Page 10A

Mind set
It’s significant that Blackhawk
officials decided to do the learning
resource center before the other 10
items on the list. The project is more
than a consolidation and a name
change. If it is successful, more students will stay in school, more students will graduate and even more
will consider the possibility of continuing their educations after getting
their associate degrees.
“There’s a pretty significant synergy in having those two groups in
one place,” said Jon Tysse, Blackhawk

Turn to BTC on Page 9A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 51 | Low 25
Occasional rain
and drizzle
More on 9A

Photo courtesy of Linda Nelson
A wolf wanders near Black River Falls.
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