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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Kenneth H. “Blackie” 
Blackburn Jr.
•Marvin J. Herbert Jr.
•Geraldine C. Hilt
•Dennis H. Johns
•Paul David Kitzman

•Steven John Logterman
•Jeffrey Glen Malkow
•Joyce A. McGuire
•Tonette Rebout
•John Richard Reese

•Dona Mae Risseeuw
•William L. Slowey
•Beverly J. Sutherland
•James Cassidy Walsh
•Sandra M. Wilkerson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 59  

Heavy t-storm; 
possible flooding

More on 9A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Expect flooding this week along the 

Rock River and the shores of Lake Kos-

hkonong.

It will be nowhere near 2008’s carp-

on-Main-Street levels, but the National 

Weather Service urges caution.

Flooding already has affected roads in 

the Avon Bottoms/Sugar River area in far 

southwestern Rock County.

The flooding on the lake and Rock Riv-

er is minor so far, but it’s predicted to get 

worse by the weekend.

A minor problem has already arisen in 

the Newville area, where the Rock River 

flows out of Lake Koshkonong.

Matthew Prochaska, manager at The 

Anchor tavern, said Tuesday the water 

was so high that some boats couldn’t 

sail under the Highway 59 bridge. That 

means customers used to boating from 

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Families walk together on the first day of the school year Tuesday at Roosevelt Elementary School in Janesville. Below left: 6-year-
old Amara Rindfleisch, 6, shields her eyes from the sun while she poses in front of the sign outside Roosevelt before the first day of school. 
Below right: Jessica Smith, right, kisses her daughter, Jordan, goodbye before the school day starts Tuesday at Roosevelt.

By Mark Sherman and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Supreme Court nominee 

Brett Kavanaugh declared 
fervently at his Senate confir-
mation hearing Tuesday the 
court “must never, never be 
viewed as a partisan institu-
tion.” But that was at the end 
of a marathon day marked by 

rancorous exchanges between 

Democrats and Republicans, 

including dire Democratic 

fears that he would be Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s advocate 

on the high court.

The week of hearings on Ka-

vanaugh’s nomination began 

with a sense of inevitability 

that the 53-year-old appellate 

judge eventually will be con-

firmed, perhaps in time for 

the first day of the new term, 

Oct. 1, and little more than a 

month before congressional 

elections.

However, the first of at least 

four days of hearings by the 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

began with partisan quarrel-

ing over the nomination and 

persistent protests from mem-

bers of the audience, followed 

by their arrests.

Strong Democratic oppo-

sition to Trump’s nominee 

reflects the political stakes 

for both parties in advance of 

the November elections, Rob-

ert Mueller’s investigation of 

Trump’s 2016 campaign and 

the potentially pivotal role Ka-

vanaugh could play in moving 

the court to the right.

Hearing turns testy
Democrats try to upend Kavanaugh’s nomination to Supreme Court

Turn to HEARING on Page 10A

River  
on the  

rise
Water levels to get higher  
as weekend approaches

Time to start another school year

Turn to RIVER on Page 9A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

The Milton City Council hopes to keep 

communication with other governing 

bodies open while community leaders 

search for a way to upgrade or replace 

the city’s ailing fire station.

At its Tuesday meeting, the city council 

tried to flesh out the city’s stance on how it 

thinks the Milton Joint Fire Commission 

should approach updating the Milton 

Fire Department’s facilities.

Discussion focused mainly on getting 

the city council caught up on what the fire 

commission has done so far.

At the end of the night, the council 

Milton council 
joins debate  

on fire facilities

Turn to FIRE on Page 9A

Hands-on history
Beckman Mill west of 

Beloit celebrating site’s 

150th anniversary this 

weekend. Page 3A

City rivals  

hit the links
Craig girls golfers 

beat Parker, Sun 

Prairie in Big Eight 

triangular. Page 1B
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