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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 52  
Partly sunny and 

very warm
More on 10A

Chance to expand
A Rock County program 

that helps house veterans 

will get a federal grant it 

plans to use to expand its 

living quarters and offer 

single rooms. Page 3A

Craig takes the Rock
The Cougars beat the 

Vikings 27-23 on Friday 

night in the latest 

chapter of the 

rivalry series. 

Page 1B

Train crash probe
Federal investigators travel 

to Montana to investigate 

the fatal derailment of a 

passenger train that was 

traveling from Chicago to 

Seattle. Page 6B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Late last week at Woodman’s 

Food Market, there was a broad 

selection of chicken wing sauces 

on the shelf right above the chest 

freezer where frozen chicken wings 

are supposed to be stocked.

Yet in the freezer bins below 

the trove of mild, spicy and bour-

bon-glazed wing sauces, there were 

no actual chicken wings to be had.

In what might seem like a cruel 

prank the Friday before a college 

football weekend, the store was 

temporarily sold out of wings.

Like many markets across the 

U.S., consumers in Janesville this 

fall are seeing emerging shortages 

in some common items, includ-

ing certain types of poultry, some 

canned goods and even pet food. 

It’s a trend linked to the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.
Unlike the early months of 2020 

when the pandemic first slammed 
the U.S., the shortages don’t seem 
to be linked to consumers hoard-
ing, stockpiling and panic buying 
items until the shelves are picked 
clean of toilet paper, hand soap and 
spray cleaners.

Local grocers say the more recent 
shortages come as grocery distrib-
utors find themselves increasingly 
squeezed on both ends of the sup-
ply chain. A labor shortage has 
crimped production at some food 
and food packaging plants, and it 
has also fueled a shortfall in truck 
drivers who deliver foodstuffs to 
supermarkets.

It’s a one-two punch that some 
consumer market economists had 
predicted earlier this year, and it’s 
now leading some distributors to 
shave down the allotment of some 
items they send grocers or scuttle 
deliveries outright as they wrestle 
with the continued pressures of the 
pandemic.

Isaac Evenson, a customer ser-
vice manager at Basics, an organic 
grocery cooperative at 1711 Lodge 

Shortages evident  
on store shelves

Ranging from chicken and turkey to Lunchables and pet food, some local gro-
cers are seeing shortages again. Several varieties of Oscar Mayer Lunchables 
were sold out at Woodman’s Food Market recently.

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

In 2017, Dan Stein, the 

Department of Home-

land Security’s branch chief 

for cybersecurity educa-

tion, visited UW-Whitewa-

ter to encourage the school to 

develop a cybersecurity pro-

gram to help the industry.

The university evidently 

took the speech to heart 

because just four years later, 

the university created the 

Cybersecurity Center for Busi-

ness. The center helps provide 

cybersecurity education and 

training for businesses, local 

governments and educational 

institutions in Wisconsin.

Jiazhen Zhou, chair of the 

department of computer sci-

ence at UW-Whitewater, 

said creating the center was 

important for connecting 

businesses in Wisconsin with 

cybersecurity professionals 

who can safeguard companies’ 

computer systems.

In July, the school received 

approval from the UW System 

Board of Regents to provide a 

new bachelor of science degree 

in cybersecurity. The degree is 

only the second undergradu-

ate degree of its kind offered 

in the UW System.

“We had an information 

technology major with empha-

sis in networking security,” 

Zhou said. “But nowadays, 

you’ll see more and more chal-

lenges, and we need a more 

in-depth study to handle the 

kind of challenges that we 

have.”

The bachelors program 

came into being after the pop-

ular cybersecurity minor in 

the College of Letters and Sci-

ences was created. The cyber-

security minor currently has 

around 40 students. The 

school also offers an online 

master’s of science in cyberse-

curity degree. The new under-

graduate cybersecurity pro-

gram is designed to make it 

easier for two-year technical 

Playing it safe:

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

As the city of Janesville moves deeper 

into its annual budget planning process, 

city staff is asking the council to OK a 

proposal to double the city’s vehicle reg-

istration fee, also known as the wheel tax. 

The goal, officials say, is to help the city 

pay for street repair costs the city has said 

are ballooning beyond the city’s ability to 

borrow.

On Monday, the city will hold a public 

hearing over a recommendation to boost 

the wheel tax from $20 per residential 

vehicle to $40.

City street work has increased in cost 

47% since 2017, the city estimates, a jump 

the city said makes borrowing for road 

repairs at current levels unsustainable.

The new plan, along with a proposal to 

charge curb and gutter replacement costs 

to the city’s stormwater budget, would 

help the city stick to its goal of finishing 

about 12 miles of street repairs per year 

under continued cost increases, the city 

said.

Road repair costs are expected to climb 

from $7 million this year to $7.7 million 

in 2022, the city estimates. Under current 

funding structures, the city would borrow 

$5 million for roadwork next year. The 

new plan would help the city cut down on 

borrowing to about $1 million a year, the 

city estimates, which would save the city 

nearly $100,000 a year in future interest 

payments.

It would be the second time the city has 

increased the wheel tax since it was ini-

tially adopted at $10 per vehicle in 2011. 

The last hike to the tax was in 2015.

If the council approves the plan, the 

new wheel tax would go in effect Jan. 1.

COVID-19 relief funds

Also Monday, Janesville city staff is 

Busy city council meeting on tap
Wheel tax hike, use  

of COVID-19 relief funds, 
Kwik Trip on agenda

Other Friday scores

Watertown ........... 34
Milton .................. 25

Brodhead/Juda ... 39
River Valley ............ 7

Elkhorn .................21
Wilmot .................. 17

Full coverage inside

Local retail managers 
trace issues to staffing, 
production problems

Turn to MEETING on Page 10A

UW-Whitewater now offering  
bachelor’s degree in cybersecurity

Turn to SHELVES on Page 10A

Associated Press
Milwaukee Brewers shortstop WIlly Adames hoists a jubilant first baseman Eduardo Escobar after the 
Brewers beat the New York Mets 8-4 at American Family Field in Milwaukee on Sunday. With the victory, 
the Brewers clinched the National League Central Division pennant.

Brewers clinch second division crown in four years
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