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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 22  

Plenty of sun  
but chilly

More on 7A

‘Win the future’
President Joe Biden 
outlines $2.3 trillion plan 
to reengineer the nation’s 
infrastructure over the 
next eight years. Page 6B
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In ‘Living’
Working from home takes a  

physical toll, and companies are 

trying to profit from that. Page 3C

Art & appetiteArt & appetite

Food and art
New downtown eatery to  
combine ‘eclectic, original 
sandwiches’ with chill vibe 
and decorative concept by 
returning New York artist. 
kicks, inside

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 19 -5 14,782
Deaths ........0 0 164
 Total Change
Hosp. .....9 (March 30) +5 (from March 23)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 15%
*-The trend column shows how many more or fewer 
cases and deaths were reported the same day in the 
previous week.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Local photographer Marsha Mood zeros in on a bed of colorful daffodils during one of her 
morning visits to collect photographs of Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville. Mood 
helps capture images for the gardens’ social media accounts and website.

In the mood for flowers

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Rock County residents 
must continue wearing 
masks when they leave 
home despite a Wednesday 
state Supreme Court rul-
ing that shot down a sim-
ilar state order.

A Feb. 4 order from the 
Rock County Public Health 
Department mandates face 
coverings for everyone age 
5 and older when indoors in 
public or in enclosed spaces 
with people from outside 
their own households.

That mandate is active 
until May 5 regardless of 
the state’s mandate, which 
the court struck down 
Wednesday.

“We are continuing to 
stand by our mask man-
date because we feel that 
it is still a very import-
ant part of controlling the 
spread of the virus in Rock 
County,” Jessica Turner, 
public health communica-
tions specialist, said in an 
email to The Gazette.

The 4-3 ruling from the 
conservative-controlled 

court is the latest legal blow 
to Gov. Tony Evers’ attempts 
to control the coronavirus. 
It comes after Republicans 
in the Legislature repealed 
the mask mandate in Feb-
ruary, only to see Evers 
quickly reissue it, The Asso-
ciated Press reported.

The court ruled any 
public health emergency 
issued by Evers is valid for 
just 60 days and can’t be 
extended without legisla-
tive approval.

“The question in this 
case is not whether the 
governor acted wisely; it 

Rock County 
mask mandate 
still in effect

Health department order unchanged 
despite state Supreme Court decision

‘We are continuing to stand 

by our mask mandate 

because we feel that it is  

still a very important part  

of controlling the spread of 

the virus in Rock County.’ 

Jessica Turner, public 

health communications 

specialist

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Starting Thursday, Rock  

County residents will have access 

to a one-stop online resource 

that will connect them with local 

COVID-19 vaccine information.

The United Way Black-

hawk Region has 

launched rock 

countyshot.com, a 

website with local 

information and 

resources regard-

ing COVID-19 vac-

cine access, eli-

gibility, safety, 

cost and more, 

said Mary Fan-

ning-Penny, president and CEO of 

the United Way chapter.

United Way officials for months 

have seen that residents are 

struggling to keep up with evolv-

ing information about vaccines, 

Fanning-Penny said.
Some people have become con-

fused or frustrated because find-
ing a vaccine appointment can 
take several steps or requires look-
ing at several websites, she said.

The new website includes 
phone numbers and links for local 
vaccine providers’ waiting lists 
and COVID-19 hotlines.

Local health care officials and 
nonprofit leaders worked together 
to create the website, which was 
funded by $10,000 from the 
United Way’s COVID-19 action 

fund and $5,000 from a Health-
Net grant awarded from the state 
to raise awareness of and access to 
vaccine, Fanning-Penny said.

She said participating organi-
zations have designated represen-
tatives to keep the site’s informa-
tion accurate and up to date.

“I think we all were able to rec-
ognize we have a shared, common 
goal of attaining herd immunity 
and getting as many shots in arms 
as possible,” Fanning-Penny said.

Equitable access to vaccine is 
important, she said.

“Something we were sensitive 

to and intentional about in cre-

ating (the website) was concern 

from communities of color,” Fan-

ning-Penny said. “We know they 

have been disproportionately 

impacted by COVID.”

The website includes histor-

ical content that addresses vac-

cine hesitancy and mistrust of the 

health community, she said.

Videos on the site feature doc-

tors and professionals of different 

racial backgrounds who address 

concerns along with information 

from public figures who have com-

mitted to getting vaccinated, Fan-

ning-Penny said.

As of Wednesday, 44,753 Rock 

County residents—27.4% of the 

population—have received at least 

one dose of vaccine, according to 

data from the state Department of 

Health Services.

Health officials say 70% to 90% 

of the community needs to be vac-

cinated to achieve herd immunity, 

meaning people can return to nor-

mal life because enough people are 

vaccinated to prevent widespread 

disease.

Fanning-Penny

The new website includes phone numbers and links for local vaccine  

providers’ waiting lists and COVID-19 hotlines. Local health care officials 

and nonprofit leaders worked together to create the website, which was 

funded by $10,000 from the United Way’s COVID-19 action fund  

and $5,000 from a HealthNet grant awarded from the state  

to raise awareness of and access to vaccine.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
COVID-19 might have 

bestowed one gift upon 
Janesville: an annual mar-
athon.

The Run the Rock foot-
race that might be the 
city’s first marathon is set 
for April 10. Organizers say 
they hope to grow the event 
into an annual happening.

The April 10 date is sig-
nificant. That’s the day the 
Milwaukee Marathon—
with thousands of run-
ners—was supposed to hap-
pen, but it was postponed 
to October out of COVID-19 
concerns.

Many local runners had 
trained for months to run 
their first marathons in Mil-
waukee, said Jaysen Jor-
gensen of Velocity Multi-
sport & Cycling, the event 
organizer.

“To reset marathon 
training to a different date 
is very difficult, so as soon 
as we heard the news, we 
decided to come up with a 
marathon/half marathon 
of our own,” Jorgensen said.

The only endurance 
races run in the past year 
have been “virtual” events, 
in which racers run on 
their own and register their 
times.

“People are itching to 
not be virtual. They want 
official, timed, organized 
events with people run-
ning the same courses,” Jor-
gensen said.

The April 10 event will 
be low-key: No registration 
fee, only 100 marathon-
ers or half-marathoners 
allowed and a rolling start 
to avoid a crowd at the start-
ing line—a COVID-19 pre-
caution.

Runners will start after 
they check in that morning, 

MARATHON  

REGISTRATION
To sign up to run or 

volunteer for the Run the 
Rock marathon or half 
marathon, go online to 
gazettextra.com 
/marathon.

Website details Rock County vaccine resources
United Way fills gap 
in local information

Marathon 
to run its 

course  
in city
Footrace set  

for April 10 could 
be a Janesville first

Turn to MANDATE on Page 7A

Turn to MARATHON on Page 7A
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