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High 80 | Low 60  

Fog in the a.m.;
variably cloudy
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Braun grand slam lifts Brewers to victory
His 9th inning heroics help Crew beat Cardinals, 7-6. Page 1B

Walworth County administrator retiring
Dave Bretl is leaving his position in early 2020. Page 3A

Packers defense 

holds on for victory
Green Bay pulled out to a 

21-0 lead in the first quarter, 

then held on for a 21-16 win 

over the visiting Minnesota 

Vikings on Sunday. Page 1B

©2019 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

By Alan Levin

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON
For many of the national secu-

rity teams that monitor threats on 
the U.S., the apparent drone strike 
Saturday on the heart of Saudi Ara-
bia’s oil production facilities was 
the realization of their worst fears.

Based on early reports, multi-
ple relatively inexpensive drone 

devices were 
able to pierce 
Saudi defenses 

in a way that a traditional air force 
could not: flying long distances to 
drop potent bombs that appar-
ently set vast portions of the Saudi 
petroleum infrastructure ablaze.

“This has the potential to be as 
significant as Pearl Harbor,” said 
Randy Larsen, a former professor 
and department head at the U.S. 
military’s National War College.

The attack, for which Houthi 
rebels battling Saudi Arabia in 
Yemen took credit, underscored 
the fears raised by U.S. security 
officials and experts in terror-
ism about the rapid evolution of 
technologies allowing expanded 
unmanned flight.

“The bottom line is that we are 
likely to see many more of these 
sorts of attacks, and in particu-
lar, coordinated attacks on multi-
ple targets are likely, possibly in 
tandem with a cyber attack com-
ponent,” Milena Rodban, an inde-
pendent risk consultant based in 
Washington, said in an email.

The risk is hardly new, though, 
for law enforcement and home-
land security officials. FBI Direc-
tor Christopher Wray in October 
warned a Senate committee that 
civilian drones pose a “steadily 
escalating threat.” The devices are 
likely to be used by terrorists, crim-
inal groups or drug cartels to carry 
out attacks in the U.S., he said.

Dozens of incidents in recent 
years have hinted at the risks, 
from the mysterious drone flying 
at London’s Gatwick Airport in 
December that disrupted opera-
tions for days to recent assassina-
tion attempts using the devices in 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

School injuries usually don’t require 

much care: a Band-Aid for a scraped knee, 

an ice pack for a bump or bruise, or a tissue 

for a bloody nose.

That—and some TLC—usually does the 

job.

At a recent meeting, the Janesville School 

Board received the annual school nurs-

ing report. The report showed that while 

Band-Aids and ice packs are applied by the 

hundreds, school nurses are dealing with 

more serious concerns.

Between the 2014-15 school year and 

the 2018-19 school year, the number of stu-

dents requiring health plans, daily medi-

cation, inhalers and emergency medication 

has slowly crept up. Nurses, with the help 

of health aides, hand out daily medication; 

set up medical kits for field trips; work with 

doctors, nurses and parents to serve stu-

dents with medically complex needs; give 

eye exams; and provide education and sup-

port to parents on everything from bed bugs 

to seizures and toilet training to allergies.

That’s the short list.

By the numbers
In the 2018-19 school year, the Janes-

ville School District had five nurses serv-

ing 10,049 students at 21 district schools and 

13 private or nonprofit four-year-old kinder-

gartens. That’s a ratio of one nurse to 2,010 

students. Student numbers will remain 

about the same for the 2019-20 school year.

“While the Department of Public Instruc-

tion does not mandate a specific ratio to 

school districts, the average ratio of school 

nurses to pupils in Wisconsin school dis-

tricts is 1 to 1,625,” district Director of Pupil 

Services Kimberli Peerenboom wrote in her 

report to the board.

State law does not require schools to have 

nurses but does say “emergency nursing ser-

vices shall be available during the regular 

school day and during all school sponsored 

activities of students.”

Along with the five nurses, the district 

also uses health aides. Each elementary 

school has four hours a day the principal can 

designate as health aide hours, according to 

Peerenboom’s report. In the upper grades, 

principals don’t have hours to designate, 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
As Janesville’s downtown contin-

ues an era of revitalization along the 

riverfront, some areas in the core of 

downtown are seeing spaces fill up 

with developments and new restau-
rants and retail shops.

Yet despite continued, big-ticket 

public and private investment in the 

city’s ARISE riverfront revitalization 

strategy, the revival hasn’t brought 

an overall decrease to vacancies in 

some stretches of the downtown’s 

west side—at least not yet.

In fact, according to a June 2019 

snapshot inventory collected by the 

city of Janesville’s economic devel-
opment office the vacancy rate for 

first-floor, downtown storefronts 

actually increased over the past year 

from about 19% to about 20.5%.

That’s not a big uptick, and the 

vacancy tally reflects data gathering 

that rolled out on an isolated set of 

days earlier this year. It doesn’t reflect 

more recent changes in vacancy, such 

as new businesses that have moved in 

during recent weeks, businesses mov-

ing from one downtown location to 

another, or smaller-scale storefronts 

that are under renovation (or slated 

for demolition), yet remain unoccu-

pied.

Still, the vacancy rate downtown 

is well above national averages for 

vacancy, according to national statis-

tics. Analytics firm Statista predicts 

Strike on 
Saudi site 

seen as  
‘Pearl Harbor’ 

moment

Downtown store vacancies linger despite growth

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Classy Rascals, a children’s boutique clothing store along 
West Milwaukee Street in downtown Janesville, opened its 
doors in June.
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RELATED
• Nation/World: Iran denies 

involvement; President Donald Trump 
says US awaits more information from  
Saudis regarding a military response./
Page 6B

Attack underscores 
rapid evolution 

of unmanned flight

Turn to ATTACK on Page 7A

Ice packs & epi-pens 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
School nurses Heidi Bakke, left, and Molly Cavey walk a student to their office while working at Wilson Elementary School. The number of issues 
school nurses have to deal with has increased in recent years in Janesville schools.

Janesville school nurses  
serve a variety of needs 

for district’s students
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