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Craig girls lose
The Cougars hosted  
the Cardinals of Sun Prairie  
and lost 54-48 in Big Eight 
action Friday night. It was the 
team’s second loss this week.

Page 1B

Names to be purged 

from state voter rolls
A judge’s order could result 

in up to 234,000 voters’ names 

being removed from the state’s 

active voter rolls. Page 2A
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By Laurie Kellman

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The most raucous committee in Con-

gress sat stone-faced, barely speaking.

One by one, the members around the 

Judiciary Committee dais voted on the 

articles of impeachment against President 

Donald Trump. Then they bolted for the 

doors and the airports, in more than one 

case without a word.

The all-business iciness during those 

eight gavel-to-gavel minutes reflected the 

gravity of advancing articles of impeach-

ment to the House floor for only the third 

time in American history. But it also told 

much of the story about impeachment’s 

toll on Congress, Washington and beyond.

Ever since Trump’s July 25 phone call 

with Ukraine’s president sparked offi-

cial proceedings against the president, 

impeachment has been a force that’s bent 

congressional business around it, with 

severe strain.

No one feels sorry for Congress, and 

its members generally don’t feel sorry 

for themselves. But the wear-and-tear of 

impeachment is becoming clear in the 

emotional exchanges and frayed relation-

ships left in its wake.

“I have a problem with this whole damn 

place. If you can figure out an exit strategy 

for me I’d appreciate that,” said Rep. Ken 

Buck, R-Colo., a member of the Judiciary 

panel, on Friday. “This is crazy. The whole 

thing is crazy,” he added of impeachment. 

“It will take some time to get over.”

Tempers are short. Members show signs 

of being sick of each other, like any col-

leagues who spend too much time together. 

But they are operating under the glare of a 

global spotlight and the weight of history.

Trust, or what remained of it after years 

of obstruction and smashmouth Trump-

era politics, appeared to be a casualty in 

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

Parking citations don’t often have 

positive outcomes for drivers who 

get them.

Over the next two months, how-

ever, Edgerton Police Chief Rob-

ert Kowalski said getting a parking 

ticket could have a silver lining.

Drivers still will have to pay the 

tickets, but the police department 

will donate half of all money col-

lected in December and January to 

the Edgerton Community Outreach 

food pantry.

“This is all based on wanting to 

help out,” he said. “Several of the 

officers wanted to give back to the 

community, and I thought it was a 

great idea.”

The mayor and city council 

approved the proposal unanimously.

Kowalski said the donations will 

stay in Edgerton. The police depart-

ment and food pantry are working 

with Piggly Wiggly to ensure that the 

food needed at the pantry can be paid 

Edgerton citation money 
will help fund food pantry

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Volunteer Jean Osborne places the last few nonperishable items on a shelf before ending her shift in the food pantry at 
Edgerton Community Outreach on Friday. The Edgerton Police Department is donating half the money it collects from 
parking tickets in December and January to the food pantry.

By Paul Wiseman  

and Kevin Freking

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The limited trade deal 

that the Trump administra-
tion and Beijing announced 
Friday means Americans 
will avoid a holiday tax 
increase on imported toys, 
clothing and smartphones. 
U.S. farmers can sell more 
soybeans and pork to China. 
And American companies 
should face less pressure 
to hand over trade secrets 
to Beijing.

But what the admin-
istration gained from the 
so-called Phase 1 deal that 
President Donald Trump 
celebrated falls well short of 
the demands the president 
issued when he launched 
a trade war against Bei-
jing 17 months ago. Fur-
ther rounds of negotiations 
will be required to achieve 
a more significant agree-
ment.

Still, Friday’s prelimi-
nary agreement managed 
to at least defuse a conflict 

that had put investors on 

edge and slowed economic 

growth entering an elec-

tion year in which Trump 

plans to campaign, at least 

in part, on America’s pros-

perity.

Under the agreement, 

the Trump administration 

dropped its plan to impose 

new tariffs on $160 billion 

of Chinese imports begin-

ning Sunday—a tax that 

would have likely led to 

higher prices on many con-

sumer goods. The admin-

istration also agreed to 

reduce its existing import 

taxes on about $112 billion 

in Chinese goods from 15% 

to 7.5%.

In return, U.S. Trade 

Representative Robert 

Lighthizer told reporters, 

China agreed to buy $40 

billion a year in U.S. farm 

products over two years, 

even though U.S. agri-

cultural exports to China 

have never topped $26 bil-

lion a year. In addition, Bei-

jing committed to ending a 

China trade deal 
achieved a little 
but left out a lot

Impeachment toll begins to show
All-business iciness 

reflects emotional fatigue

Parking philanthropy?

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The driver of an SUV heard gunshots 

Dec. 7 and saw a man walk into Highway 

51 traffic on Janesville’s south side.

The man hung onto the passenger mir-

ror of the SUV, pleading with the driver’s 

family to be let in, according to court doc-

uments.

“I’m shot,” the man said. “He shot me. 

Don’t call the cops, man,” he said, accord-

ing to court documents.

The driver later told sheriff ’s deputies 

he was afraid of driving into more gun-

fire, so he made a U-turn near Vera’s Bridal 

Shop, 2916 S. Highway 51, and headed 

north with the man standing on the run-

ning board of the SUV.

The driver didn’t want to let the man 

into the vehicle because his 9-year-old 

granddaughter was inside.

The driver said he eventually let the 

injured man into the vehicle near the 

Five Points in Janesville and then drove 

to Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma Cen-

ter, 1000 Mineral Point Ave.

The shooting was the result of a drug 

deal gone bad, a criminal complaint filed 

in Rock County Court indicates.

The complaint, filed Friday, charges 

Virgil L. Tate Jr., 25, of 312 Middle St., 

Beloit, with attempted first-degree inten-

tional homicide and first-degree recklessly 

endangering safety.

An arrest warrant was issued for Tate’s 
arrest. He has been wanted since June, 
when a warrant charging cocaine delivery 
was issued, online court records indicate.

The driver of the SUV told sheriff ’s 
deputies the injured man got out of the 
SUV near the hospital emergency-room 
entrance before he drove away.

Apparently, the injured man didn’t go 
into the hospital and didn’t show up at 
the ER until two days later, when a deputy 

Shooting near Janesville resulted from drug deal: Complaint

But agreement does defuse tensions
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