Bucks put a win
under the tree
In their first Christmas
Day game since 1977,
the Milwaukee Bucks
beat the New York
Knicks 109-95. Page 1B

Chicken run?
Orfordville residents
ask village board
to lift ban on
raising chickens in
residential areas.
Page 3A
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Doing the math at ECHO’s annual Christmas meal
The numbers all add up to another joyous holiday experience
By Catherine W. Idzerda
cidzerda@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

Every year, The Gazette
attends the ECHO Christmas
dinner.
And every year, the story
is the same: The volunteers
were happy to help, and the
diners enjoyed good food,
good music and good company.
ECHO, Janesville’s
church-supported food
pantry and social services
agency, celebrated another
Christmas dinner at St. William School on Tuesday. And
guess what? The volunteers

were cheerful as ever, and
the diners enjoyed good
food, good music and good
company.
This year, we would like
to give you an idea of what
it was like to put the meal
together. Think of it as the
ECHO dinner meets “The
12 Days of Christmas”—but
without the partridge in a
pear tree, the golden rings or
the lords a-leaping:

150
The number of volunteers
who gave up a significant
portion of their Christmas
Day to cook, serve, deliver
and clean up after a meal for

between 400 and 500 people.

8
Number of gingerbread
house centerpieces built by
sixth-grade students at St.
William School. The dinner
has been held at St. William
for years, but it also has been
held at St. Mary’s, New Life
Assembly of God and First
Lutheran Church. The meal
was started in 1972, according to The Gazette’s archives.
In the early years, between 75
Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
and 100 people came every
Nolan
Akerberg
and
his
father
Mark
Akerberg
volunteer
to help prepare meals for
year.
delivery during the annual Christmas dinner ECHO provides at St. William Church
Turn to MEAL on Page 9A on Tuesday.

A building stuck in time
Owners say restoring Janesville’s historic Monterey Hotel isn’t as easy as it seems
By Jim Dayton
jdayton@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

Britten Langfoss recalls the
stories Janesville residents
shared 10 years ago about the
Monterey Hotel.
She had asked the public’s help
to document the hotel’s history so
restoration would more accurately reflect the building’s heritage.
Their memories still reverberate with her, even as the vacant
Art Deco building—owned since
1996 by her father, Jim Grafft—
languishes with no clear future.
“It resonates so much with the
residents here,” Langfoss, vice
president at the family’s engine
parts business, said about the
hotel. “We understand that that’s
why they get all worked up about
it, but also they have to understand how much it’s going to take
to bring it back to its glory. It’s not
like it’s something that you can
snap your fingers and it happens.
“I think the public, they have a
hard time understanding all that
goes into a project of this magnitude.”
Despite a public yearning for
redevelopment and the city’s recent increased oversight, Grafft
and Langfoss told The Gazette
the family has no immediate
plans to turn the former hotel
into what has long been their vision for the property: market-rate
apartments with secure tenant
parking.
During a 90-minute interview
with The Gazette, Langfoss and
Grafft aired grievances against
the city and defended themselves
against criticism that the family
has mishandled the hotel on the
corner of Milwaukee and High
streets.
They insisted the Monterey

Agencies will stay
closed until Dems
agree on wall, he says
By Darlene Superville
Associated Press
WASHINGTON

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Members of the Grafft family have said they would redevelop the Monterey Hotel, which opened in 1930, if the
city would help pay for a parking structure.
This photo taken
by a city
inspector
shows
a room
in the
Monterey
Hotel in
downtown
Janesville.

Hotel is structurally sound and
would move to the top of their
priority list but only if the city
agrees to help finance parking
for the property.
City Manager Mark Freitag
said that won’t happen anytime
soon.

Raze or repair
The rocky relationship between city officials and the Grafft
family bottomed out Sept. 10,
when the city issued a raze-or-repair order for the Monterey Hotel. The message was clear: Make
fixes or risk demolition.
The order arrived about a
month after a summer building
inspection. It requires Grafft to
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Turn to MONTEREY on Page 4A

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A-9A
•James T. Balch Sr.
•Kenneth A. Bauer
•Linda L. Boehning
•Rita Case
•Roger E. Cox
•Bess J. Davies

Trump
has no
shutdown
end date

•Eugene L. “Gene” Eucker
•Dennis Stanley (Maves)
Hess
•Michael James Kienbaum
•Delores E. Klitzke
•Dennis G. “Denny” Moore

•Scott Anthony “Oly” Olson
•Joseph A. Presti
•Olivia Victoria Reigel
•Albert L. Rogge

President Donald Trump
said Tuesday that parts of the
federal government will stay
closed until Democrats agree
to put up more walls along the
U.S.-Mexico border to deter
criminals. He said he is open
to calling the wall something
else as long as he ends up with
an actual wall.
In a Christmas Day appearance in the Oval Office, Trump
issued a lengthy defense of his
desire for a wall, saying it’s the
only way to stop drugs and human traffickers from entering
the country. In a nod to the
political stakes he’s facing,
Trump said he wants the wall
by “election time” in 2020.
The promise of a border
wall was a central component of Trump’s presidential
campaign.
“I can’t tell you when the
government’s going to be
open. I can tell you it’s not going to be open until we have a
wall or fence, whatever they’d
like to call it,” Trump said,
referring to Democrats who
staunchly oppose walling off
the border.
“I’ll call it whatever they
want, but it’s all the same

Turn to CLOSED on Page 9A
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