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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
48°/27°

Partly sunny  
and milder

THURSDAY
43°/22°
Sunny

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 7A-8A

Board takes stance on guns
The Janesville School Board voted 6-2 Tues-

day to pass a resolution regarding school safety 
and gun control. The resolution will be sent 
to Janesville’s state and federal legislators and 
asks for comprehensive legislation that “effec-
tively addresses our nation’s persistent and per-
vasive gun problem.”

Complaint: Pot deal goes bad
A Janesville man suspected of being a mar-

ijuana dealer was assaulted and robbed of his 
money and marijuana, but he chased the rob-
bers and rammed his car into theirs, according 
to a criminal complaint filed in Rock County 
Court.

STATE • 2A

Election security steps taken
Wisconsin’s plan to bolster election security 

after its voter database was apparently targeted 
by Russia in 2016 includes training nearly 2,000 
municipal clerks to fend off hackers and a two-
week U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
test to identify vulnerabilities in the state sys-
tem. The Wisconsin Elections Commission on 
Tuesday discussed ways to protect ballots that 
are cast and counted across 1,853 municipalities 
in 72 counties before the August primary and 
the November midterm election.
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Nation/World • 6B

Theoretical physicist Stephen 
Hawking, who lived with ALS for 
more than 50 years, died early 
today in Great Britain at 76

DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Ingeborg Helene Frieda Pietsch Counihan/Maitland, Florida, 
formerly of Lake Geneva
•Mae Emma Douglas Kolls Porep/Fontana
•Vernon E. Rowoldt/Janesville
•Ellen E. Swann/Edgerton
•Yvonne H. (Reilly) Vanderplow/Pelican Lake, formerly of 
Edgerton

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Gary A. Boyd/Delavan
•Rosemary Bruce/Milton
•Eugenia “Jean” McCabe/Footville and South Beloit, Illinois

Your contact: kicks Editor Greg Little, 608-754-3311, ext. 255, glittle@gazettextra.com
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Food & Drink • 8C

Divine desserts 

at 4 Sisters Tapas 

Restaurant make up 

for paella: Livick
quick kicks

FOOD & DRINK

Bottoms up!

Four Janesville businesses will 

come together to celebrate Trinity 

Fest, a celebration of St. Patrick’s 

Day and Irish heritage, at three 

locations throughout 

Janesville on Satur-

day, March 17.

At Barkley’s 

Burgers, Brews and 

Dawgs, 2710 W. Court 

St., patrons will find 

corned beef and 

cabbage from 

11 a.m. to 8 p.m., a whiskey hour 

from 2 to 7 p.m. and live music 

from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Gray Brewing Co., 2424 W. 

Court St., will host its third annual 

Blarney Bash from 11 a.m. to 

8 p.m. Attractions include live 

music by 90 Proof, food from 

South Padre Streetfood, a keg toss 

contest, kilt contest and beer-

filled dunk tank.

Finally, O’Riley & Conway’s 

Irish Pub, 214 W. Milwaukee St., 

and Riley’s Sports Bar & Grill, 

209 W. Milwaukee St., will host 

Rileyville’s Irish Hooley from 

10 a.m. to 10 p.m. (see Page 5C for 

details).
A $10 wristband provides 

attendees with shuttle bus 

transportation between the three 

locations, on the hour, from noon 

to 11 p.m.

Cake escape

The Janesville Noon Kiwanis 

will host their annual all-you-can-

eat pancake 

breakfast 

from 7 a.m. to 

1 p.m. Satur-

day, March 17, 

at Craig High 

School, 401 S. 

Randall Ave., Janesville.

The event is a fundraiser to 

help children in the Janesville 

community. Tickets are available 

at all Johnson Bank branches 

in Janesville or from Kiwanis 

members.

Cost is $5 in advance or $6 at 

the door for adults. Children ages 

5 and younger are admitted free.

ENTERTAINMENT

Tween talent

Singers, dancers, actors and 

musicians between the ages of 10 

and 18 will showcase their talents 

during the Young Talent Cabaret 

from 7 to 9:30 p.m. 

Friday, March 16, at the 

Janesville Performing 

Arts Center, 408 S. 

Main St., Janesville.

Proceeds from the 

event help fund JPAC’s 

Education and Outreach 

programs, which include 

Creative Kids classes, 

summer arts camp and 

other youth programming.

Cost is $7 for adults and $5 for 

students. For more information, 

call JPAC at 608-758-0297.

BOOKS

Earmark this

The Friends of Hedberg Public 

Library will host a used book 

sale from noon to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday, March 16, and from 9 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, March 17, 

at the library, 316 S. Main St., 

Janesville.

Titles include children’s books, 

cookbooks, romance 

novels, DVDs 

and more. 

Proceeds 

benefit support 

library programs 

and services.

The sale will 

feature most titles for less 

than $1, and a bag of books will 

cost $5 on Saturday. For more 

information, call 608-758-6600.

Editor’s Note: Kicks presents 20Q, a 

feature that introduces readers to people 

involved in the area’s arts and entertainment 

community. Compiled by kicks Editor Greg 

Little, each piece will include a short bio, 

photo and answers to questions that provide 

insight into not only that person’s artistic in-

terests but also his or her unique personality.

Joni Bozart

If you’ve ever wandered into Carousel Con-

signments in downtown Janesville (the shop 

with the rainbow awning), 

you’ve most likely been 

welcomed by Joni Bozart. 

Usually behind the count-

er, the ever-friendly Bozart 

acts as a sort of curator for 

the shop, which is home to 

countless trappings and 

treasures.

Bozart opened the 

store at 31 S. Main St. with her husband, Lar-

ry, in 1991. The couple are strong advocates for 

Janesville’s downtown, and they consider it a 

perfect location for the ever-popular Carousel.

A native of 

Edgerton, Bozart was 

born to a large family 

and had “the nicest 

parents you could 

ever ask for.” She met 

her husband more 

than 40 years ago as 

co-workers at the for-

mer Hoffman House 

in Janesville, where 

Larry was executive 

chef.
When the two 

aren’t at 

work, they 

focus on 

family. The 

Bozarts 

have three 

grown 

children: Chris (wife Kim and son 

Hudson) in San Diego, California; 

Tiffany (husband Aaron, sons Elijah and Issac 

and daughter Olivia) in Toulouse, France, and 

son Jay, who lives nearby. Joni and Larry hope 

to travel a bit this year, for obvious reasons.

To learn more, search Facebook for 

“Carousel Consignments” or watch a video 

Anthony Wahl/

awahl@gazettextra .

com
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Insurance agent offers space 

to feature local artists’ work

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—For Colleen Frentzel 

and Kimberly Blanchette, art is not 

just for a canvas.

For the married couple, art and 

love have no boundaries. That’s why Frent-

zel, an American Family Insurance agent, 

keeps a rotating art gallery in the back of 

her north-side Janesville office.

Each year, Frentzel offers the space to 

two or three artists to display their work, 

she said.

For each show, Frentzel and the artist 

partner with a nonprofit organization of 

the artist’s choosing, she said. Proceeds 

from any work sold or items raffled during 

an open house benefit that charitable 

organization.

This year’s first show is special for 

Frentzel. Currently on display is her wife’s 

exhibition: “A Journey Through Color and 

Light.”

Blanchette chose Outreach, an LGBT 

rights group out of Madison, to be the 

benefactor of proceeds from the show, she 

said.

While Frentzel sells insurance, Blanch-

ette is an artist, activist, poet, photogra-

pher, author, motivational speaker and 

officiant, she said.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com

American Family insurance agent Colleen Frentzel, right, will feature artwork created by her wife, Kimberly Blanchette, left, 

at her office in Janesville.

IF YOU GO

What: “A Journey Through 

Color and Light,” and art exhibi-

tion by Kimberly Blanchette.

When: Open any time 

between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Mondays through Fridays, and 

from 10 a.m to 1 p.m. Saturdays.

Where: Colleen Frentzel’s 

American Family Insurance 

agency, 4407 Milton Ave., No. 110, 

Janesville.

For more information: Call 

608-302-4101

To reach the artist: Call 

920-728-1316, email layersof-

moments@yahoo.com or visit 

kimberlyblanchette.com.

An artistic display
An artistic display 

Turn to BOZART on Page 5C

Turn to ART on Page 5C

COMING THURSDAY

Art display opening 
soon carries special 
meaning for artist, 
host ./kicks

Associated Press
Jordy Nelson warms up before a game against the 
Chicago Bears last season. The Green Bay Packers 
had a busy first day of the NFL free agency sea-
son, cutting the all-star wide receiver and agreeing 
to contract terms with former Seattle Seahawks 
tight end Jimmy Graham and former New York 
Jets defensive lineman Muhammad Wilkerson. 
Free agents can begin signing new contracts today. 
More on Page 1B.

Packers cut Jordy Nelson

By Josh Lederman and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump unceremoniously 

dumped Secretary of State Rex Tillerson on Tues-
day—via Twitter—and picked CIA Director Mike 
Pompeo to shift from America’s spy chief to its 
top diplomat. The abrupt announcement ended 
the turbulent tenure of the man who reportedly 
called the president a “moron” but wanted to stay, 
and deepened the disarray in the Trump admin-
istration.

The plans to oust Tillerson had been drawn up 
months ago, but the timing caught even senior 
White House officials unaware. The firing was just 
the latest in an exodus of administration officials, 
including those in Trump’s inner circle, with the 
president already setting records for staff turn-
over and several other Cabinet secretaries facing 
ethics investigations.

However, Trump emphatically rejected talk of 
chaos in his year-old administration as he nears 
a pivotal moment on the international stage with 
his planned meeting with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un. He declared Tuesday, “I’m really at 

a point where we’re getting very close to having 

the Cabinet and other things that I want.”

He said he was nominating the CIA’s deputy 

director, Gina Haspel, to take over for Pompeo 

at the intelligence agency. If confirmed, Haspel 

would be the CIA’s first female director

As for Tillerson, the former Exxon Mobil CEO 

whom Trump picked as his administration’s top 

Cabinet official, the president said simply, “We 

disagreed on things.”

No doubt that was true, one prime example 

Administration Rex-odus
Tillerson dismissed by tweet; 
Pompeo named replacement

By Tracy Wilkinson and Noah Bierman

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

Just last week, a particularly cha-

otic time at the White House, Presi-

dent Donald Trump told reporters that 

he liked conflict. He 

said he enjoyed hear-

ing disparate views 

before making deci-

sions.

But only to a 

point it seems. In 

Mike Pompeo, whom 

Trump nominated 

Tuesday to replace 

Rex Tillerson as 

secretary of state, the president gets 

someone more attuned to his erratic 

style and flamboyant personality—

and someone who might more readily 

agree with him than Tillerson did.

That could help Pompeo operate as 

New would-be secretary’s 
worldview closer to boss’s

Associated Press
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson listens as President 
Donald Trump speaks during a January cabinet meet-
ing at the White House in Washington.

Pompeo

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

First the neighborhood super-

market closed. Now it’s the hard-

ware store.

The True Value Hardware store 

on Janesville’s south side has dis-

played signs advertising a liquida-

tion sale over the last few weeks. 

The store, a retail staple on the 

south side for more than five de-

cades, is closing—likely by May, 

owner Tami Larson said.

Larson said the True Value store 

experienced a sharp drop-off in 

foot traffic after the General Mo-

tors plant was shuttered in 2009. In 

the decade since, the local economy 

has recovered, but foot traffic to the 

hardware store at 1516 Center Ave. 

never rebounded.

A former teacher, Larson said 

she has owned and operated the 

True Value since 1996. She has tried 

four different times in the last 10 

years to sell the hardware.

“Since GM shut down, the busi-

ness just hasn’t come back. At-

tempts to sell the store have failed. 

It’s just time,” Larson said. “If it’s 

not devastating, I think it’s going 

to be really disappointing to people 

on the south side.”

Larson talked this week about 

the store’s closing as she stood at 

the front checkout counter.

Next to her was a half-empty dis-

play of folding pocket knives made 

by Steel Warrior and Frost Cutlery, 

pegged inside a velvet-and-wood-

framed case.

Customers came and went, fil-

ing past the counter and a soda 

cooler with a sign that read: “Sale: 

Pop and Water. Final. Cooler not 

for sale.”

Some customers offered condo-

lences and head shakes as Larson 

talked about the choice to close the 

hardware store, which local retail-

ers say operated as a True Value 

since 1968. Before that, the white 

Quonset hut-style building housed 

Blackhawk Hatchery, a chicken 

hatchery and feed store.

Larson has a wall calendar from 

1958 that shows a color picture of 

the 8,500-square-foot store when 

it was a hatchery. The store today 

still has a small-town general store 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Results from a statewide 

health study released today 
show mixed progress for Rock 
County in its overall health 
rankings.

The 2018 County Health 
Rankings and Roadmaps 
ranked Rock County as 58th 
out of 72 counties in the state 
for health outcomes and 65th 
for health factors.

Rock County gained two 
spots in the health outcomes 
category from 2017 to 2018 
in Rock County. It measures 
length and quality of life.

Progress is a good thing, but 
a two-rank change is not a sig-
nificant one, said Kitty Jerome, 
researcher for the University of 
Wisconsin Population Health 
Institute.

“I would say that kind of 
movement of one or two spots 
out of 72 spots over the course 
of the year is probably not 
measuring something really 
drastically different,” Jerome 
said. “It’s a step in the right 
direction, and we always want 
to see that.”

In health factors, a measure 
of health behaviors and social 
factors, the county fell three 
spots from 62nd to 65th.

Health factors show a pic-
ture of the future for a given 

Mixed  
signals 

in health 
study

More on the study
County Health Rankings 

and Roadmaps is a collabora-
tion between the University 
of Wisconsin Public Health 
Institute and Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation. The or-
ganization compiles data and 
provides a snapshot of public 
health for almost every coun-
ty across the country.

True disappointment

Tracy Puntney exits the True Value Hardware store on Center Avenue in Janes-
ville after buying a few items. The south-side store is closing in May after years 
of struggling with declining foot traffic. ‘I don’t know what it is, but the south 
side has always had trouble,’ Puntney said.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
True Value Hardware employee Ted Rose helps a customer find an item in an aisle that has progressively become 
more empty as the south-side Janesville store is set to close in May.

South-side staple soon to stand vacant

Hardware store forced 
to follow Pick ‘n Save  
out of city’s south side

Rock County remains 
in bottom half  

of state rankings
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