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Reliving the past
With few sports to watch, Sports 

Editor Eric Schmoldt lets his mind 

wander back to events he attended,  

like when he saw the Packers for 

the first time. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 87 | Low 71  

Partly sunny  
and humid

More on 9A
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S

Satisfy your hunger 
for movies  

by setting up an out
door theater

By Nick Vadala

The Philadelphia Inquirer

ost movie theaters have been closed 

for months in response to the ongoing 

extension cord from inside. And, of course, 

make sure there’s no rain in the weather fore-

cast.

Make sure your yard is clean and level so 

you can easily set up your equipment and 

table for you and 

for a movie night is an option. If you want 

to go all out, a little bit of extra technology 

could provide a more convenient—and more 

enjoyable—experience. For the full outdoor 

theater setup, you need a projector, external 

speakers and a screen, and the movie player 

 DVD or Blu-ray 

M

Movies in the yard
With the right equipment, 

seating, snacks and attitude, 

you can set up an outdoor 

theater at your house.  

Home & Money, inside

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A bicyclist passes through a strip of light while traveling along East Milwaukee Street beneath Inter-
state 90/39 in Janesville on Thursday afternoon. More sun and high temperatures are  expected today 
and tomorrow. For more on the weather forecast, turn to Page 9A.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

ARISE, the Janesville School 

District’s virtual school, is brac-

ing for what could be a 1,000% 

increase in enrollment this fall.

Hundreds of  parents 

concerned about COVID-19 are 

expected to enroll their children 

in virtual school 

rather than have 

them return to 

classrooms.

Super inten-

dent Steve Pophal 

said ARISE could 

have close to 

2,000 students 

this fall, up from 

enrollment this spring of 350 

students—150 full-time and 200 

part-time.

The district’s parent survey 

indicates an even bigger increase.

About 10% of parents said they 

preferred fully virtual education 

this fall, and another 35% indi-

cated they wanted a mix of in-per-

son and virtual learning. That 

would mean about 4,500 students 

participating at ARISE this fall.

“I’m excited because I think 

this is an incredible opportunity,” 

ARISE Principal David Parr said. 

“I think the future is coming, and 

it’s now been forced upon us.

“The reality is that once you 

leave high school, half of all col-

lege classes are online. When you 

go to work, a lot 

of that is online. 

This is forcing 

schools to look at 

how people learn 

in the real world. 

A lot of the things 

we learn, we do it 

online. We’re here 

helping students 

learn that right now, and we look 

forward to making the Janesville 

School District a better place for 

our students,” Parr said.
Parents have until Aug. 1 to 

decide how to enroll their chil-
dren this fall.

Janesville also is expecting 
more students from outside the 
district to choose ARISE.

This spring, ARISE had 30 
full-time students from outside 
the Janesville School District. As 
of Wednesday, it already had 60 
students from outside the dis-
trict registered for this fall, and 
more families were completing 

Pophal

Virtual school expects enrollment to jump
ARISE believes increase 

could be 1,000% due  
to virus concerns

Pedal pusher finds a ray of light

JANESVILLE
Retired teachers Ed and 

Chris Stried found a sim-
ple way to stay fit when the 

coronavirus 
ended their 
normal work-
outs earlier 
this year.

On March 
24, they bun-
dled up and 
set out from 
their Janes-
ville home on 
South Har-
mony Drive 
for their first 
daily walk.

Early on, they noticed 
trash—lots of it.

Soon they began picking 
up litter, including protec-
tive face masks, latex gloves 
and bottles of hand sanitizer.

They also found plenty 
of beer and soda cans, small 
liquor bottles, fast-food 
paper and plastic, candy 
wrappers, and vaping equip-
ment.

To protect themselves, 
the Strieds wear wash-
able or disposable gloves 
and use “one of those dorky 
grabbers, which I think 

A good 
walk 

soiled

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

 Æ Janesville couple  
make dent in city litter

Turn to WALK on Page 9A

Turn to SCHOOL on Page 9A

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Virtually all members of Rock Coun-

ty’s Criminal Justice Coordinating Coun-
cil agree that more data can aid efforts to 
reduce racial disparities.

But some officials warned against get-
ting stuck in an endless cycle of always 
looking for more numbers to confirm 
what has been studied and understood 
more broadly: There are racial disparities 
within the criminal justice system.

Continuing efforts to find more data, 
those officials said at a council meeting 
Thursday, could accompany more tangi-
ble actions to address systemic racism in 
Rock County.

“If you look at every decision point in 
the criminal justice system, I think you will 
find disparity exists,” said Ashley Morse, a 
local public defense attorney.

“If you are serious about making change 
in this county, if that’s the goal, you should 
assume that the disparity exists at your 
decision point and think about what you 
can do to change that,” she said.

Discussion on the topic started when 
Janesville Police Chief Dave Moore 
wanted to make a point about data the 

Fixing 
disparities 
takes more 

than numbers
Criminal justice officials  

warn against getting stuck  
in constant quest for data

Turn to DATA on Page 10A
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