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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•David E. Ennis
•Leontina Farcau
•Pamella K. Middleton
•James Elliott Paschal

•Patricia A. Quade
•Caroline R. “Carol” Reynolds
•Thomas Warren Valley
•Paul Wonder

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 62  

Partly sunny 
and nice

More on 9A

Classified . . . . .8B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . . 7A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .8A

Nation/World  . . . . .7B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .6A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Support groups . . . .4A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . 10A

Teens’ sentences 

protested Friday
Family and friends gathered 

outside the Rock County  

Courthouse to call sentences 

on sexual assault charges 

unfair. Page 3A
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Milton tops Monona Grove, 27-20 Other Friday scores

Evansville .............51
Turner .................. 35

Sun Prairie .......... 39
Craig ...................... 0

L.G. Badger  ......... 35
Elkhorn .................13

Full coverage inside

The Red Hawks improved 

to 4-0 with a thrilling 

win over Badger South 

Conference rival Monona 

Grove on Friday night. 

Page 1B

By Henry Redman

Adams Publishing Group

JEFFERSON

After Judge William Hue read the not 

guilty verdict in the molestation trial 

of former Janesville priest William A. 

Nolan, the packed courthouse erupted 

with cries of “God is good.”

Nolan had been accused of molesting 

a middle school-aged altar boy while he 

served at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 

in Fort Atkinson around 2007. The jury 

acquitted him on five counts of sexual 

assault of a child under 16.

In a weeklong trial that saw both the 

accuser and Nolan testify, the jury took 

four hours to decide the 66-year-old 

priest’s fate.

“Very, very stressful,” Nolan said about 

the trial. “I knew I was telling the truth. 

And I knew there were gaps and there 

were so many inconsistencies with the 

accuser’s stories. I felt that would even-

tually be discovered.”

During the trial, defense attorney 
Jonas Bednarek worked to poke holes in 
the accuser’s testimony and the prose-
cution’s case.

“I don’t believe any reasonable view 
of the evidence supports his claims,” 
Bednarek said in his closing remarks.

Bednarek was able to show the jury 
discrepancies in the state’s timeline by 
comparing what the accuser told police 
in his initial reports and what he testi-
fied to at court.

“This doesn’t make any sense logis-
tically,” Bednarek said. “Does this make 
sense? I don’t think so.”

Former Janesville priest not guilty in sexual assault

Submitted photo
Former Janesville priest William A. Nolan testifies 
Thursday during his sexual assault trial in Jeffer-
son County Court.

Former altar boy 
alleged more than 100 

sexual contacts with priest

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF FULTON
They’re just things, made of wood 

and iron and clay.
But they draw huge crowds, like 

the one expected at a rural Edgerton 
address starting today.

Local philanthropist and appraiser 
William Wartmann spent much of his 
adult life around beautiful things, but 
what drew him was less the material 
objects than the spiritual benefits of 
collecting them, a longtime business 
partner said.

Wartmann died last year. He had 
lost his wife, artist Joyce Wartmann, 
in 2003. Many of the antiques and art-
works they collected go on sale start-
ing today at their rural Edgerton 

home.

Wartmann would have loved to 

see people carry away his collection, 

said Jeff Chandler, William’s longtime 

partner in the appraisal business.

“He would say it’s so important 

for the next generation to find the 

magic in a piece and develop a rap-

port with something that comes from 

a different era,” Chandler said.
The Gazette got a preview Friday of 

the sometimes jaw-dropping objects 
that crowd the rooms of the 167-year-
old house the Wartmanns restored.

Deborah Straub of sale agent Vin-
tage Harvest of Madison showed a 
reporter and photographer rare items 

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Wiscons in  open 

records advocates are get-
ting behind a new bill 
that would give the pub-
lic access to most police 
body camera video after a 
measure that would have 
sealed such footage died 
last session.

Officer-involved shoot-
ings around the country 
have spurred a national 
push to force police to 
wear body cameras to 
help determine the cir-
cumstances. Such video 

can end speculation about 
an officer’s actions, poten-
tially sparking or quelling 
public outrage.

The new proposal 
wouldn’t require police 
to use body cameras, but 
it would declare that any 
footage that is captured 
would generally be avail-
able for the public to 
inspect and copy under 
Wisconsin’s open records 
law. The Senate Judiciary 
Committee has scheduled 
a hearing on the bill for 
Tuesday.

“(The new bill) is dra-
matically better,” said Bill 
Lueders, president of the 
Wisconsin Freedom of 
Information Council. “The 
earlier version created all 
kinds of hoops that author-
ities had to jump through 

By Chris Megerian

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

A controversy that once 

appeared comical—Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s deci-

sion to display a crudely 

doctored weather map in 

the Oval Office—has taken 

on more serious overtones, 

with questions about how 

far the president will push 

U.S. government agencies 

to cover up for his errors.

Trump drew derision 

for refusing to acknowl-

edge that he made a mis-

take when he said Ala-

bama was threatened 

by Hurricane Dorian. 

Behind the scenes, how-

ever, administration offi-

cials were applying pres-

sure to tamp down contra-

dictory facts.

The message was 

relayed from acting White 

House Chief of Staff Mick 

Mulvaney to Commerce 

Secretary Wilbur Ross, 

The hurricane 
and Trump

 A seemingly minor situation 
has become a serious dispute; 

what damage did the president do?

Turn to TRUMP on Page 5A

Edgerton antiques sale highlights  
a remarkable assembly of rare items

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Two lamps and other antique objects are among the many items for sale starting today at the home of the late William and 
Joyce Wartmann in rural Edgerton.

IF YOU GO
The Wartmann sale at 7356 

W. Caledonia Road, Edgerton, is 
set for 9 a.m.-3 p.m. today and 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday. The sale con-
tinues the next weekend and on Sat-
urday, Sept. 28. For more information, 
search online for the Wartmann sale 
by Vintage Harvest Estate Sales.

A collector’s  
collection

This hand-cranked candy making 
machine is offered by silent bid at the 
antiques sale that starts today at the 
home of the late William and Joyce Wart-
mann.

Turn to ANTIQUES on Page 9A

Turn to PRIEST on Page 8A

Turn to POLICE on Page 8A

Panel plans hearing 
on body camera bill

New bill would 
give access to most 

police video
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