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EAA cancels 

annual event
The Experimental Aircraft 

Association has canceled 

its annual July event in the  

Oshkosh area, another  

coronavirus casualty. Page 2A

Birds Eye plant 

to reopen Sunday
The Darien facility, which 

employs about 800, has  

been closed since April 19 

after workers tested  

positive for COVID-19. Page 3A

Saluting a stopper
Hannah Dunlavy of the Craig 

basketball and soccer squads 

hates giving up points on the  

basketball court, but it is on the 

soccer pitch that her defensive 

skills shine. Page 1B
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By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court announced Friday that it 

will hear oral arguments early 

next week in a lawsuit seeking 

to block Gov. Tony Evers’ stay-

at-home order.

The justices ruled 6-1 to accept 

the case and scheduled oral 

arguments for Tuesday morning 

via video conference. The argu-

ments are expected to last at least 

90 minutes.

The ruling said the court will 

consider whether the order was 

really an administrative rule and 

whether Department of Health 

Services Secretary Andrea Palm 

was within her rights to issue 

it unilaterally. Even if the order 
doesn’t qualify as a rule, the court 
said it will still weigh whether 
Palm exceeded her authority by 
“closing all ‘nonessential’ busi-
nesses, ordering all Wisconsin 
persons to stay home, and for-
bidding all “nonessential’ travel.’”

Conservatives hold a 5-2 
majority on the court. Liberal 
Justice Rebecca Dallet cast the 
lone dissenting vote. The ruling 
didn’t include any explanation 
from her.

Evers initially issued the stay-
at-home order in March. It was 
supposed to expire April 24 but 

Palm extended it until May 26 at 
Evers’ direction.

The order closes schools, 
shutters nonessential busi-
nesses, limits the size of social 
gatherings and prohibits nones-
sential travel. The governor has 
said the order is designed to slow 
the virus’ spread, but Republi-
cans have grown impatient with 
the prohibitions, saying they’re 
crushing the economy.

Republican legislators filed a 
lawsuit directly with the conser-
vative-controlled Supreme Court 
last month challenging the exten-
sion. They have argued that the 

order is really an administrative 

rule and that Palm should have 

submitted it to the Legislature for 

approval before issuing it.

They’ve asked the court to 

issue a temporary injunction 

blocking the order but delaying 

imposing it for six days to give 

Palm time to devise a legal admin-

istrative rule. Such rules can take 

anywhere from several weeks to 

several years to promulgate, and 

the Legislature has the ability to 

stop the process if it doesn’t like 

how the rule is shaping up.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Monroe Elementary School first-grade teacher Jessica Hassinger, right, gives an air high-five Friday to Marley Jagodinski, one of her 
students, in Janesville. ‘I wish I could hug you,’ Hassinger said. Teachers delivered baskets to families for May Day.

A high-five for the times 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
City Manager Mark Freitag has some 

advice for cooped-up Janesville residents: 
Now is the time to do those things you always 
wished you had time to do.

That could be spending more time with 
your kids, cleaning up the yard, finishing 

a book, starting to crochet 
again, or pursuing other hob-
bies or projects.

City officials are sensitive 
to residents’ concerns about 
staying home for another 
month, Freitag said.

“We’re encouraging folks 
to look for opportunities that 
are right in front of you,” he 
said.

Below are answers Freitag gave Friday to 
questions from The Gazette.

Gazette: How have things been going with 
the library’s curbside services and the city’s 
reopened golf courses?

Freitag: Hedberg Public Library has seen 
about 60 people a day use curbside services, 
which is a testament to how much Janesville 
residents value their library, he said.

Golf courses have been used consistently, 
and golfers are adhering to social distancing 
guidelines, he said.

Gazette: Has the city created any expense 
projections to mirror the revenue loss projec-
tions presented to the city council this week?

Freitag: No.
The city has projected $250,000 in losses 

per month through July.
April, which was the first full month under 

the state safer-at-home order, gave city lead-
ers perspective on the financial repercussions 

Freitag  
announces 

cost-cutting 
measures

Court set for stay-at-home arguments
Supreme Court schedules oral arguments  

on Evers’ extension plan for Tuesday

City freezes hiring, internships; 
eliminates special projects; 

limits out-of-state travel

Freitag

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Janesville’s two hospitals are work-
ing to secure equipment and supplies 
needed to process COVID-19 tests on 
site, which would get results to patients 
sooner.

Both hospitals are unsure how soon 
they might get the equipment because 
of frequent changes in demand and in 
the supply chain for medical equipment.

Meanwhile, Beloit Health System has 
been processing tests at its own facility 
for about a week, the Beloit Daily News 
reported.

Beloit Health System can process 

about 25 tests per day with results some-

times coming back in as little as 45 min-

utes.

The Gazette was unable to reach rep-

resentatives from Beloit Health System 

for further comment by press time.

Edgerton Hospital and Health Ser-

vices has the capability to test on site 

but needs more of a chemical reagent 

needed to process samples, trauma man-

ager Alison Hanaman said.

People who are tested have to be 

quarantined until they get results. Get-

ting those results faster means less time 

in quarantine and more peace of mind 

for those who test negative, Mercyhealth 

Medical Director Mark Goelzer said.

Those who test positive have to be iso-

lated until a public health nurse deter-

mines they have recovered.

Officials and epidemiologists nation-

wide have said more testing is a key step 

toward a return to normalcy.

Jeff Shadick, regional vice president 

of laboratory services for SSM Health, 

said more testing can help identify hot 

spots, such as the ones identified in meat-

packing plants in the Green Bay area.

More widespread testing also helps 

Turn to COURT on Page 5A

Turn to FREITAG on Page 5A

Stepping up on testing

Turn to TEST on Page 5A

Janesville’s hospitals hoping to add to their on-site COVID-19 test processing capacities
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