
Gazette
The

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS OF LOCAL JOURNALISM

Wednesday, October 7, 2020 • $1.50

Classified . . . . .9B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .6B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . 10A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .8A

Nation/World  . .7B-8B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .4A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .5B

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Elizabeth A. Anderson
•Mary Casey
•Daryl Lee Elmer
•Dale Richard Gray

•Edwin Levi Kjendlie
•Julia Mae (Snyder) Erdman Meredith
•Albert Reimers

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 73 | Low 44  
Plenty of sunshine

More on 9A

No relief?
President Trump halts virus 

relief talks and then seems to 

edge back a bit from ending 

negotiations. Page 7B

27 in hospitals
Number of people in Rock  

County hospitalized for COVID-19  

Tuesday matches county’s  

previous peak from May. Page 3A

Waiting game
With many Big Eight schools 

opting for virtual learning,  

Parker and Craig unsure of status 

of winter sports. Page 1B

©2020 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Fishermen wait for a bite while out on their boat on Storrs Lake in Milton on Tuesday morning. After a high of 75 degrees 
Tuesday it is expected to reach 73 degrees today with plenty of sunshine. For more on the weather, turn to 9A.

Still waters on Storrs Lake

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city council and plan commis-

sion could review plans to convert 

the vacant Monterey Hotel into an 

apartment complex as soon as next 

month, Janesville’s economic devel-

opment director says.

Gale Price said the city is evaluat-

ing a prospective development plan 

from Cardinal Capital Management, 

a Milwaukee-based developer hired 

by the building’s owners to move the 

project forward.

Cardinal has submitted a tax 

increment finance agreement 

request, which is also under review, 

Price said. 

Plans could reach the city coun-

cil and plan commission next month, 

but the timeline depends on how 

quickly city staff can work through 

the review processes and draft a final 

TIF agreement, Price said.

Tax increment financing is a tool 

for governments to attract private 

investment. It allows municipalities 
to acquire property, eliminate dilap-
idated buildings and make improve-
ments such as sewer, water and streets 
and charge the cost to a TIF district.Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Plans to turn the former Monterey Hotel into an apartment com-
plex could reach the city council in coming months.

Coming soon: Plans for Monterey Hotel
City awaits ideas  
for development  

of apartment complex

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
For the first time in its 

128-year history, Janesville 
commercial builder JP Cul-
len has named not one com-
pany president but two.

On Tuesday, JP Cullen 
announced that siblings 
George Cullen and Jeannie 
Cullen-Schultz, children of 
onetime JP Cullen President 
Mark Cullen, will take the 
helm of one of the city’s lon-
gest-running, family-owned 
companies.

In an interview Tuesday, 
Cullen and Cullen-Schultz 
said they had accepted 
co-president roles at JP Cul-
len late last year after a nearly 
two-year internal interview 
process.

Their promotion within 
the company was previously 
unannounced, and neither 
had planned to take over 
for another few years, pend-
ing JP Cullen President Ron 
Becher’s retirement in 2022, 
George Cullen said.

Becher had worked for JP 
Cullen two decades and had 
served as company president 
for the last seven years. He 
was diagnosed with leukemia 
earlier this year and died in 

George  
Cullen

Jeannie  
Cullen-Schultz

Cullen 
siblings 

take helm
 Æ Commercial builder  

to be led by co-presidents

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Gov. Tony Evers’ admin-

istration issued a new order 
Tuesday limiting the size 
of public indoor gather-
ings as COVID-19 spreads 
unchecked across the state, 
a move certain to alienate 
Republicans and tavern 
and restaurant owners.

Wisconsin has become 
one of the worst hot spots 
for the disease over the past 
month, with experts attrib-
uting the spike in cases 
to colleges and schools 
reopening and general 
fatigue about wearing 
masks and social distanc-
ing. The state ranked third 
nationwide this week in 
the number of new cases 
per capita, with 548 cases 
per 100,000 people, accord-
ing to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity.

State health officials 
reported 2,020 new cases 
Tuesday and 18 additional 
deaths. The state has now 
seen 136,379 cases and 
1,399 deaths since the pan-
demic began.

The order from state 
Department of Health Ser-
vices Secretary Andrea 
Palm, a member of Evers’ 
cabinet, limits public indoor 
gatherings to 25% of the 
room or building’s capac-
ity. Gatherings in indoor 

Evers  
restricts 

public  
indoor 

gatherings 
Limit set at 25%  

of room or  
building capacity

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

Milton School District voters 
might think they’ve seen the dis-
trict’s proposed operational refer-
endum before.

They have. It’s the same 
amount—$2.5 million per year—
and same time frame—five years—
as the previous operational refer-
endum that expires in June 2021.

The new referendum on the Nov. 
3 ballot states it is “for nonrecur-
ring purposes consisting of ongoing 
educational programming, staffing 
and maintenance expenses.”

“It isn’t additional revenue com-
pared to what we have in place right 
now because it is replacing an oper-
ating referendum that would expire 
before this one would kick in,” said 
Superintendent Rich Dahman.

The current $2.5 million opera-
tional referendum was approved by 

52.4% of voters in 2016. The money it 
provides covers the district through 
the 2020-21 school year.

“We felt that the five-year time 
frame allows us some stability and 
the ability to make some plans mov-
ing forward without tying the tax-
payers into something that is per-
manent,” Dahman said.

The school board and finance 
committee debated the referendum 
amount and length of time, he said.

“Where we landed: maintain-
ing what’s in place right now once 
it expires so that it doesn’t have a 
positive or negative impact on what 

taxpayers are used to right now,” 

Dahman said.

Thanks to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, Dahman said, “We are hear-

ing indicators from the state that 

it’s unlikely there will be increases 

in funding from the state over the 

next couple of years for sure.

“So it (the new referendum) is 

in part a hedge to address that, but 

it also is to allow us to continue to 

keep our effective class sizes and 

programs that we have in place 

right now.”

Milton wants to renew referendum
School district seeks same amount, same term—$2.5 million a year for five years

Turn to HOTEL on Page 10A

Gale Price said the city is evaluating  

a prospective development plan  

from Cardinal Capital Management,  

a Milwaukee-based developer hired  

by the building’s owners to move  

the project forward.

The referendum money will be used to  

‘supplement our available operating expenses,’  

including staffing and maintenance, Milton School District 

Superintendent Rich Dahman said.
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