
Thursday, October 14, 2021 • $1.50

Classified . . . . .7B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . 5A, 5B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .9A

Nation/World  . . . . .6B

Opinion . . . . . . . . 6A-7A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Advice . . . . . . . . . . . .7B

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 9A
•Jaime Aguilar Mendoza
•J. Guadalupe “Lupe” Aguilar Mendoza
•Adam Bensaid
•Paul D. Cawley
•Harold A. Feggestad

•Lou Ann Hicks
•Octave “Arch” Liesse
•Theresa L. Marquis
•Ronald A. “Moe” Syverson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 70 | Low 46  

Partly sunny  
and nice

More on 10A

Pophal to retire
The Janesville schools 
superintendent will leave 
the post he has held 
since 2017 at the end of 
the current school year. 
Page 3A

Boost for seniors
Social Security to issue its 
biggest bump in benefits 
in nearly 40 years,  
adding $92 a month  
for the average retired 
worker in 2022. Page 6B
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quick kicks

BOOKS

Book it

Books of all genres, VHS 

tapes, DVDs and more will avail-

able when the American Associ-

ation for University Women kicks 

off its annual book sale  today 

at Olde Towne Mall, 

20 S. Main St., 

Janesville.
Today is a  

preview event 

from 1-6 p.m. 

in which buyers 

can pay $5 for an 

early crack at mer-

chandise. After that, 

admission is free, and hours are 

9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fridays, Oct. 15 and 

22; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays, Oct. 

16 and 23; and 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 17. From 11 a.m.-1 

p.m. on the final day, Sunday, 

Oct. 24, patrons can fill a bag 

for $10.
For more, call 608-290-1911.

HOBBIES

Haunted hunting

The Rock County Rifle and 

Pistol Club will host a Hallow-

een-themed shotgun zombie 

hunt across the next three week-

ends at its new range facility, 

10853 N. Milton Road, Milton.

The inaugural 

event is open to 

both members 

and nonmem-

bers. Hours are 

from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
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Food & Drink

Restaurant reviewer Aaron R. Conklin 

says you can’t go wrong with the menu 

at Madison’s Taste of India. Page 4C

By Dave von  

Falkenstein

dvonfalkenstein 

@gazettextra.com

I
t’s the time of year 

where the leaves are 

changing, the wind 

feels a little colder and 

the sun sets earlier than you 

might like.

Maybe you’re dreading the 

impending snow or looking 

forward to the holiday season 

in December, but you could be 

missing out.

If you’re anything like me 

or my wife, Jill, you revel in the 

fact it is officially horror movie 

season.

Last year, I think we set a record 

by watching at least 50 horror mov-

ies in the lead-up to Halloween. We 

started a little early this year (like 

the end of August), so we might be 

able to eclipse that previous number.

We don’t separate movies that are 

Halloween-themed from straight-up 

horror movies; we love them all 

equally. So here’s a little taste of what 

you could try adding to your viewing 

list this Halloween season.

When it comes to the movies we 

Televised frights 

to get you scared 

leading up to 

Halloween

kicks
Fear for fun
Turning horror 
movies into  
a thrilling project 
ahead of the  
Halloween holiday. 
kicks, inside

A cut above

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Jordon Carrillo works on the hair of Jacob Wilson while inside Five Star Barbershop of Janesville within Uptown Janes-
ville, formerly the Janesville Mall, on Wednesday. The business recently spent a day giving back to the community with 
free haircuts for students at Franklin Middle School. For the story, turn to 8A.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Robert Vyvyan seemed over-

come with emotion Wednesday 

as a Rock County jury agreed 

with him that a doctor had been 

negligent, poking a hole in his 

esophagus six years ago.

The jury voted 10-2 for the ver-

dict against Dr. William Brandt, a 

longtime local internal medicine 

specialist, and MMIC Insurance. 

A 10-2 vote is enough for a verdict 

in a civil trial.

“It’s what I had hoped for, 

prayed for,” Vyvyan said after-

ward.

The jury awarded Vyvyan 

more than $500,000: $400,000 

for future pain and suffering; 

$100,000 for past pain and suf-

fering; $70,000 for medical 

expenses; and $12,000 for lost 

income.

“It wasn’t about the money. 

I’m a professional engineer, and 

the most important thing in my 

profession is to do no harm, and 

I think that falls right in line with 

being a doctor,” Vyvyan said.

Vyvyan, of Milton, filed his 

lawsuit in 2018, claiming mal-

practice in Brandt’s performance 

of an upper endoscopy. The pro-

cedure involves a probe inserted 

through the mouth and throat 

to view Vyvyan’s esophagus, the 

tube that conveys food to the 

stomach.

Vyvyan was having trouble 

swallowing, had lost weight and 

had blood in his stool. He occa-

sionally could not swallow at all 

and had to force himself to vomit.

The procedure at SSM Health 

St. Mary’s Hospital-Janesville 

was intended to get a view of the 

problem with a fiber-optic cam-

era. Brandt saw what he thought 

was a ring of scar tissue that had 

narrowed the esophagus, so he 

inserted devices called dilators 

to widen the esophagus.

Vyvyan went home after the 

procedure feeling fine, but he 

awoke from a nap in intense 

pain, and he was taken to UW 

Hospital for emergency surgery, 

said his lawyer, Scott Salemi.

Salemi said Brandt erred in 

not seeing that Vyvyan’s esoph-

agus was inflamed and there-

fore susceptible to perforation. 

Salemi also suggested that more 

conservative treatment—an acid 

blocker or steroids—could have 

helped Vyvyan while avoiding 

the injury.

Defense attorney Mark Budz-

inski said Brandt did what he 

had done thousands of times 

Rock County jury finds doctor negligent
Robert Vyvyan awarded 

more than $500,000

‘It wasn’t about the money. I’m a 

professional engineer, and the most 

important thing in my profession is 

to do no harm, and I think that falls 

right in line with being a doctor.’

Robert Vyvyan

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

As the private sector 
struggles to fill positions, 
the countrywide labor 
shortage hasn’t spared 
public employers.

In Rock County gov-
ernment, Administrator 
Josh Smith said the 
county had strug-
gled “historically 
and recently” to fill 
various positions, 
the most common 
being certified 
nursing assistants 
for Rock Haven, 
911 emergency dis-
patchers and cor-
rections officers for 
the Rock County 
Jail.

“We observe 
that the current 
economic climate 
has increased com-
petition for staff, 
and wage competi-
tion is a real issue 
everywhere. Job postings 
are located on our website, 
but they also get spread 
all over the internet to job 
sites,” Smith said.

Smith said the county 
also has started advertis-
ing available jobs through 
billboards and radio spots, 
something that has never 
been done before.

“We’ve been trying to be 
creative in addressing this,” 
Smith added.

Smith said that cre-
ativity has led to a refer-
ral bonus program for cur-
rent employees. The Rock 

County Board of Supervi-

sors also approved a $15 

an hour minimum wage for 

county employees.

Another step taken by 

the county has been offer-

ing internships, Smith said.

“For many years now 

we’ve been trying to make 

the county a more inclusive 

workplace in order 

to attract a broader 

pool of applicants 

as well as retain 

the staff we have,” 

Smith said. “I 

expect addressing 

workforce chal-

lenges in a more 

planned and com-

prehensive way 

will be a priority 

for the county in 

2022.”

In the city of 

Beloit, City Man-

ager Lori Curtis 

Luther said the city 

was “not immune” 

to the staffing chal-

lenges faced by pri-

vate employers.

“We have managed to fill 

most positions, although 

the number of applications 

for each position has been 

lower than in the past,” 

Luther said.

Seasonal staffing posi-

tions also have been harder 

for the city to fill, Luther 

added.

“Seasonal staffing was 

extraordinarily difficult 

this year, and we are uncer-

tain what the labor mar-

ket will look like in 2022,” 

Municipalities  
not immune  

to labor shortage

Smith

 Luther

Rock County using referral bonuses, 
advertising to attract applicants

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

Michael Gableman has said he 

is reviewing the 2020 election for 

Republicans because of the sanctity 

of democracy, but the former state 

Supreme Court justice hasn’t been 

diligent about going to the polls in 

Wisconsin.

Gableman has not voted in seven 

elections in Wisconsin in the last 

three years, including the 2018 race 

for governor and the 2020 race for 

state Supreme Court, a review of his 

voting record shows.

Gableman refused to answer 

questions Wednesday and didn’t 
respond to emails asking why he had 
not voted. He did not say whether he 
had temporarily moved out of state 
in recent years.

“You would expect someone to 
be a little more self-
aware before they 
start preaching, but 
there’s always a dif-
ference between 
what they preach 
and what they do,” 
said Assembly Dem-
ocratic Leader Gor-
don Hintz of Osh-
kosh, who missed 

the April 2020 election but has oth-
erwise consistently voted in recent 
years.

At the behest of Assembly Repub-
licans, Gableman is reviewing the 
presidential election, which courts 
have repeatedly found was con-
ducted properly. Joe Biden beat 

Donald Trump in Wisconsin by more 

than 20,000 votes, or 0.6 points.

Gableman, who claimed without 

evidence last year that the presiden-

tial election was stolen, has a taxpay-

er-funded budget of $676,000. Last 

week he said he didn’t understand 

how elections work but saw his 

review as essential because democ-

racy underpins American society.

“Democracy is not a thing. It is 

not an object. It is an idea and this 

country—this country with its noble 

past, the best country I believe in 

the history of the world, is still very 

much an experiment for the world 

to be watching, to see whether we 

can make democracy work,” Gable-

man told the Green Bay Common 

Council last week. “If people lose 

confidence in the honesty of the sys-

tem by which they are to elect their 

leaders, that way lies tyranny and 

Records: Gableman skipped recent votes

Gableman

Former Supreme Court 
justice hired by GOP  

to review 2020 election

Turn to DOCTOR on Page 10A
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