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Craig High School senior Emily Kostinek tosses her graduation cap into the air Tuesday while classmate Luis Navarrate 
films her outside Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville. It was the last day the two could send in photos and video for 
the graduation video that will played during the school’s virtual graduation ceremony June 6.

Pomp—under difficult circumstances

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County’s safer-at-

home order will be lifted 
Thursday.

Beginning at 8 a.m. 
Thursday, the order will 
be replaced with the first 
phase in a “phased reopen-
ing plan,” county Health 
Officer Marie-Noel Sando-
val said in a press confer-
ence Tuesday.

County epidemiologist 
Nick Zupan said the data 
show Rock County is ready 
to advance into phase 1 of 
the recovery plan.

County Administrator 
Josh Smith said the deci-
sion to open Thursday—five 
days earlier than planned—
was made after a conversa-
tion Monday with cham-
ber of commerce represen-
tatives from Beloit, Janes-
ville and Milton; local 

municipal administrators; 

nonprof i t 

representa-

tives; pub-

lic health 

staff; hos-

pital exec-

utives; and 

b u s i n e s s 

owners.

D e c i d -

ing to open 

Thursday was about county 

officials wanting to keep 

their word, Smith said.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers on Tuesday 

unveiled his plan for spending $1 

billion in federal funds to combat 

COVID-19 in Wisconsin.

The money will be used to fund 

ongoing virus testing efforts, con-

duct contact tracing, purchase sup-

plies, provide resources and prepare 

for a surge. The spending plan comes 

a day after Evers dropped plans to 

work with the state Legislature to 

pass a new statewide rule to slow 

the spread of the virus.

There is no statewide safer-at-
home order after the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court struck it down last 
week, leaving a patchwork of local 
restrictions.

“Regardless of the political over-
tones of the past 
week, we still know 
what we need to do 
to box in this virus 
and help keep peo-
ple safe,” Evers said 
in a statement. “Our 
statewide approach 
to containing the 
spread of COVID-19 
will continue with 
robust testing and contact trac-
ing efforts in all corners of Wiscon-
sin, resources that ensure our crit-
ical workers have the equipment 
they need to do their jobs safely, 
and direct investments in local 

communities and health providers. 

Wisconsin’s Safer At Home order 

may have ended, but our all-out war 

on this virus has not.”

About $260 million in federal 

money will be used to expand test-

ing, including providing free tests 

at hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, 

local public health departments 

and elsewhere.

Another $50 million will go to 

local public health departments to 

hire additional staff to track down 

people who have come into contact 

with those who tested positive. The 

remaining money will be used to 

hire staff at the state level and pur-

chase equipment.

An additional $150 million is 

being used to pay for personal pro-

tective equipment, such as masks, 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County can expect 

to see more COVID-19 cases 
as businesses start reopen-
ing, a county health official 
said.

COVID-19 will remain in 
the community as long as 
there is no vaccine or treat-
ment, said Nick Zupan, epi-
demiologist for the Rock 
County Public Health 
Department.

Zupan hopes future 

increases will be gradual 

and that efforts made in 

recent months will pre-

vent local health care sys-

tems from being overrun, 

he said.

Rock County’s saf-

er-at-home order will be 

replaced with the first 

phase of a “phased reopen-

ing plan” to go into effect 

Thursday morning, county 

Health Officer Marie-Noel 

Reopening 
imminent

READ  

THE DOCUMENTS
To read Rock Coun-

ty’s reopening plan, visit 
gazettextra.com/reopen.

To read the city of 
Janesville’s guidelines for 
businesses, visit gazette 
xtra.com/guidelines.

Rock County officials to rescind  
stay-at-home order Thursday

SmithSights set on more testing
Evers unveils plan  

for federal aid dollars

County epidemiologist 
hopes case increases 
take a gradual ascent

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Members of the Wisconsin National Guard help with COVID-19 
testing at a drive-thru site at Krueger Park in Beloit.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

When is a coach a coach—year-

round or just during the sports sea-

son?

Janesville School Board mem-

ber Kevin Murray hopes to settle 

that philosophical question and its 

financial repercussions at Tuesday’s 

school board meeting.

At issue is pay for the Janesville 

School District’s spring coaching 

staff.

Because of the 

COVID-19 pan-

demic, Gov. Tony 

Evers ordered all 

schools  c losed 

through the end 

of the school year. 

Shortly thereafter, 

the Wisconsin Inter-

scholastic Athletic 

Association suspended and then 

eventually canceled spring sports.

The school district paid its track 

and field coaches for the week or so 

of practices they oversaw before the 

season was suspended. The remain-
ing coaches did not receive any pay.

Murray wants the board to over-
turn that decision.

The school district has 47 spring 
coaches at the middle and high 
schools, Assistant Superintendent 
Scott Garner wrote in an email to 
The Gazette. Paying them all would 
cost $178,700.

Not being paid for not working 
seems to make sense, but Murray 
argues that the coaches are—and 
have been—working year-round.

Even now, coaches are working 
virtually with their athletes, he said.

“I know for sure that coach 

Murray goes to bat for prep coaches
Janesville School Board 
member wants decision 

not to pay coaches reversed

Murray

Evers

Turn to REOPEN on Page 5A
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Data questions
Some states taken to 

task over the way they 

are handling coronavirus 

data, including numbers 

of positive tests and 

deaths. Page 5B

Voting concerns
Officials are exploring 

ways to improve  

Wisconsin’s vote-by-mail 

system before the fall 

primary and November 

general elections. Page 2A

Senior salute
Three-sport star Dane 

Nelson of Milton High 

had hoped to qualify 

for state in the two 

hurdle races again this 

track season. Page 1B
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