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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Dorothy A. Bielas
•Darlene Bradley
•Donna Jean Brellenthin
•Kathryn “Kathy” Buechel

•Charles G. Hallett III
•Steve Kirkpatrick
•Richard “Dick” La Monte
•Jerald L. Nordlee

•Beverly Pruessing
•Rose Marie Schneider
•Donna Mae Warnlof

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 61  
Variably cloudy 

and nice
More on 7A

No sweat
High-altitude winds 
steer northeast winds 
across region, resulting 
in an unseasonably cool 
June. Page 3A

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Referendum.
It’s not a word Janesville 

School Board member Kevin 
Murray wanted to say out loud, 
but he thought the public needed 
to know.

Neither new buildings nor 
remodeling are driving the need 
for more money. Instead, it’s 

the less-glamorous prospect of 

addressing an estimated $120.43 

million worth of building main-

tenance: aging boilers, replace-

ment of air-handling units, asbes-

tos abatement, updating electri-

cal panels and new windows.

At a May 28 meeting, the board 

discussed the maintenance needs 

cited by Unesco, a Madison-based 

program management firm.

Of the $120.43 million in proj-

ects, an estimated $77.84 million 

worth of items are in the “alert” 

or “alarm” category, according to 

the firm’s report.

The report isn’t a surprise. For 

years, the board’s finance, build-

ings and grounds committee has 

whittled away at the Unesco list. 
The projects were funded either 
through the district’s capital 
improvement budget or through 
Act 32.

Act 32, which the Legislature 

passed in 2009, allowed school 

districts to exceed state-imposed 

revenue caps for projects that 

resulted in energy savings.

Revenue caps limit the amount 

of money districts can raise. If a 

district needs more money, a ref-

erendum is often the only option.

Previously, the school board 

used Act 32 to pay for roof work, 

tuck-pointing, interior and 

Janesville School Board members admit referendum might be needed for $120 million in building maintenance

R-word whispers start in district
At a May 28 meeting, the board discussed the maintenance needs cited 

by Unesco, a Madison-based program management firm.  

Of the $120.43 million in projects, an estimated $77.84 million worth of 

items are in the ‘alert’ or ‘alarm’ category, according to the firm’s report.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Jeff Henriquez’s sweep-

ing mural of Black Hawk 

is taking shape downtown, 

drawing onlookers daily.

The warm colors and 

golden hour backdrop add 

a point of interest to Main 

Street, but the symbolic 

mural might lead some 

to ask: Who was Black 

Hawk?

Until now, Black Hawk 

has been largely repre-

sented as a namesake for 

local institutions—Black-

hawk Technical College, 

Blackhawk Community 

Credit Union, Blackhawk 

Bank. There’s Blackhawk 

Village Shopping Cen-

ter on the south side and 

Blackhawk Golf Course 

near Palmer Park.

Nigella Ryan, who 

helped commission the 

mural, said a painting of 

Black Hawk was her idea. 

For all the places named 

after Black Hawk, there 

was no major, local memo-

rial to honor the Sauk 

leader.

It’s more accurate to 

say Black Hawk was a war 

leader than a chief. It does 

not appear he was ever in 

Janesville, but his connec-

tion to this region stems 

from the 1832 conflict now 

known as the Black Hawk 

War.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Artist Jeff Henriquez moves away from the wall to look at his latest addition to the mural of Black Hawk while work-
ing Monday in downtown Janesville. Below: Henriquez begins to add color to Black Hawk’s face as he continues work on 
his mural.

Who was Black Hawk?
Famed Sauk war leader has connection 

to Rock, Walworth county region

By Lolita C. Baldor  

and Matthew Lee

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The Pentagon on Mon-

day ordered another 1,000 
American troops to the 
Middle East, moving to 
bolster security in a region 
reeling from hostile attacks 
on commercial ships that 
the U.S. has blamed on Iran.

Officials said the deploy-
ment includes security 
forces and troops for addi-
tional surveillance and 
intelligence gathering in 
the region. And while the 
number is small, it rep-
resents an escalation of 
U.S. military might aimed 
at deterring Iran and calm-
ing allies worried that tran-
sit through key shipping 
lanes could be in jeopardy.

Acting Defense Sec-
retary Patrick Shanahan 
issued a statement saying 
the forces are “for defen-
sive purposes to address air, 
naval, and ground-based 
threats in the Middle East.”

The forces are part of a 
broader military package 
of options that were ini-
tially laid out to U.S. lead-
ers late last month, total-
ing as much as 10,000 
forces, Patriot missile bat-
teries, aircraft and ships. 
The decision to send 1,000 
troops signals a measured 
approached by President 
Donald Trump, who cam-
paigned against the Mid-
east entanglements of his 
predecessors and has strug-
gled to bring troops home, 
despite ongoing threats.

“The United States does 
not seek conflict with Iran,” 
Shanahan said. “The action 
today is being taken to 
ensure the safety and wel-
fare of our military person-
nel working throughout 

the region and to protect 

our national interests.” He 

added that the U.S. will con-

tinue to adjust troop levels 

as needed.

The troop decision 

comes as Secretary of 

State Mike Pompeo and 

other top officials reached 

out to leaders in Asia and 

Europe to convince them 

that Iran was behind the 

alleged attacks on ships in 

the Middle East. The Pen-

tagon released new photos 

intended to bolster its case 

that Iran was to blame.

The images, many taken 

from a Navy helicopter, 

show what the Pentagon 

said were Iranian forces 

removing an unexploded 

mine from the side of the 

Japanese-owned Kokuka 

Courageous oil tanker in 

the Gulf of Oman.

Officials last week said 

the move appeared to be an 

attempt to remove forensic 

evidence from the scene of 

the attack. But it’s not clear 

if examination of the mine 

would have made it defini-

tively clear that the device 

was planted by the IRGC.

The Trump adminis-

tration also finds itself in 

More US troops 
head to Middle East 
amid tension in Iran

The United States does not 

seek conflict with Iran. The 

action today is being taken 

to ensure the safety and 

welfare of our military  

personnel working through-

out the region and to protect 

our national interests.

Patrick Shanahan, acting 

U.S. Defense Secretary

“ ”

Turn to DISTRICT on Page 7A

Turn to IRAN on Page 7ATurn to BLACK HAWK on Page 5A

True blue
The Supreme Court on 
Monday ruled 5-4 to let 
stand a Virginia district 
voting map that favors  
Democrats. Page 6B

Wheel deal
The Tour of America’s 
Dairyland, which comes 
to Janesville next week, 
starts Thursday in  
Kenosha. Page 1B
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