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The Town Square Gran Prix, scheduled for June 17 and 18 in downtown Janesville
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Your guide to local entertainment

Season of fun
The summer of 2021 should 

look a lot different than 

2020 as fairs, festivals  

and other events return.  

For a day-by-day list, see  

Summer Source, inside

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........27 +3 16,232
Deaths ........0 -1 174
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 12 (May 20) -3 (from May 13)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 20%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

JANESVILLE
Whether city residents 

are among the 700,000 
Wisconsinites hitting the 
road for Memorial Day 
weekend or choose a stay-
cation, options for rec-
reation abound, includ-
ing live music and hiking 
opportunities as well as 
the splash pad, beach and 
beyond.

The American Auto-
mobile Association 
expects more than 37 mil-
lion Americans to travel 
50 miles or more between 
Thursday and  May 31, 
a 60% increase from 
last year when 23 mil-
lion traveled. In Wiscon-
sin, 711,649 residents are 
expected to take a trip 

during the holiday week-

end, a huge increase from 

last year when 455,159 res-

idents traveled, 446,710 

of whom traveled by 

automobile. Travel was 

down dramatically last 

year because of the pan-

demic, said Nick Jarmusz, 

director of public affairs 

for AAA-The Auto Club 

Group. Auto travel is 

expected to increase 52% 

compared to 2020. 

Americans can expect 

gas prices to be the high-

est they’ve been since 

2014; the national average 

for regular unleaded 

could exceed $3 per gallon 

by Memorial Day week-

end, though prices aren’t 

expected to deter travel-

ers eager to get out after 

the pandemic year, Jar-

musz said.

As of Thursday, the 

average gas price in Rock 

County was $2.82 a gal-

lon. The current aver-

age gas price per gallon 

in Wisconsin is $2.88, up 

from a month ago when it 

was $2.74 and a year ago 

when it was $1.83.

Current gas prices are listed Thursday at a gas station 
near Interstate 90/39 at Highway 26 in Janesville.

ROAD TRIP

More than 700,000 Wisconsinites expected 
to travel for Memorial Day weekend

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Morning traffic travels on Interstate 90/39 south of Janesville on Thursday.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Rep. Bryan Steil said 

he voted against a com-
mission to investigate the 
Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. Cap-
itol because it wasn’t nec-
essary.

“There are numerous 
ongoing federal investi-
gations, including within 
the U.S. Department of 
Justice, which has already 
resulted in over 400 crimi-
nals being charged, as well 

as a biparti-
san Senate 
committee 
investiga-
tion whose 
report is 
due out in 
the coming 
weeks,” the 
Janesvil le 
Republican 

said in an emailed response 
to a Gazette question.

“Speaker (Nancy) Pelo-
si’s proposal is duplicative 
and is a means to distract 
from critical issues such 
as rising prices, workforce 
needs and violence in the 
Middle East,” Steil said.

Thirty-five Republi-
cans voted for the commis-
sion Wednesday, but most 
Republicans voted against, 
including all the Wisconsin 
Republicans.

The Democratic-run 
House approved the mea-
sure 252-175 and sent it to 
the Senate, where Demo-
crats face an uphill battle 
to garner at least 10 Repub-
lican “yes” votes they will 
need to prevail.

The bill was a compro-
mise worked out by a New 
York Republican, Rep. 
John Katko, and Homeland 

Steil sees 
no need 

for Jan. 6 
inquiry

Representative says 
proposal for panel 

is ‘duplicative’

Steil

RELATED
• Travel tips: Health offi-

cial urges travelers to monitor case 
rates and public health orders at 
summer destinations./Page 7A

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
Four days before it was 

scheduled to go to trial 

with Whitewater’s Alcohol 

Licensing Review Com-

mittee, Pumpers & Mitch-
ell’s has a potential deal in 

place with the city to have 

its liquor license renewed 

for the next year but serve 

a two-month suspension in 

the fall.

The Whitewater Police 

Department asked the city 

to deny the bar’s request for 

a license renewal, but attor-
neys for all sides reached a 

settlement that includes a 

license suspension from 

Sept. 1 through and includ-
ing Nov. 2—the start and 

middle of UW-Whitewa-
ter’s fall semester.

“I think I feel it is cer-
tainly warranted,” said 

James Allen, one of the 

committee’s three mem-
bers. “I think a two-month 

suspension is probably 

light. But it’s going to take 

two months of business 

during the school year in 

hopes that it will get the 

owner’s attention.

“We’re not playing 

around here,” he contin-

ued. “These are laws that 

have to be followed.”

Possible 
deal made  
on liquor  
license

2-month suspension 
proposed for bar  
in Whitewater

By Josef Federman and Fares Akram

Associated Press

JERUSALEM
Israel and Hamas agreed to 

a cease-fire Thursday, halting a 
bruising 11-day war that caused 
widespread destruction in the 
Gaza Strip, brought life in much of 
Israel to a standstill and left more 

than 200 people dead.

At 2 a.m. local time, just as the 

cease-fire took effect, frenzied life 

returned to the streets of Gaza. 

People went out of their homes, 

some shouting “Allahu Akbar” or 

whistling from balconies. Many 

fired in the air, celebrating the 

truce.

Like the three previous wars 

between the bitter enemies, the 

latest round of fighting ended 

inconclusively. Israel claimed to 

inflict heavy damage on Hamas 

but once again was unable to 

halt the Islamic militant group’s 

nonstop rocket barrages. Almost 

immediately, Israeli Prime Min-

ister Benjamin Netanyahu faced 

angry accusations from his 

hard-line, right-wing base that he 

stopped the operation too soon.

Hamas, the Islamic militant 

group sworn to Israel’s destruc-

tion, also claimed victory. But 

it now faces the daunting chal-

lenge of rebuilding in a territory 

already suffering from poverty, 

Israel, Hamas agree to cease-fire to end bloody 11-day war
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