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By Ashley McCallum
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More Beloit residents have tested posi-

tive for the coronavirus than in any other 

Rock County municipality, but Janesville 

claims the higher mortality rate.

After months of back and forth between 

county and municipal leaders, the Rock 

County Public Health Department has 

started publishing community-specific 

data on its website for Janesville and Beloit.

The county’s remaining cities, villages 

and towns have been lumped together in 

a separate category.

Epidemiologist Nick Zupan said health 

department officials hope to offer data for 

smaller municipalities in the future.

Municipal data confirms the coronavi-

rus has reached more Beloit residents.

As of Monday, Beloit had 200 more con-

firmed cases than Janesville: 484 and 284 

cases, respectively. The rest of the county 

has 98 cases.

New data reveal city differences
Rock County gives numbers for cities, which show  

higher mortality rate in Janesville, more cases in Beloit

CORONAVIRUS IN ROCK COUNTY

RELATED
• Governor’s role: After May’s state 

Supreme Court decision, questions linger over Gov. 
Tony Evers’ ability to institute a mask order or order 
certain businesses to close./2A

• Fauci briefs Congress: The federal  
government’s top infectious-disease expert tells 
Senate committee that country is going the wrong 
way in its fight with the new coronavirus, plus more 
elected Republicans are urging Americans to wear 
masks in public and the European Union is keeping 
most American travelers out of the bloc./6B
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C
haplain Randy Booth is 
not sure “tele-chaplaincy” 
is a word, but it might be 
the best way to describe a 

new way to keep people connected 

during the pandemic.

With help from a private dona-

tion, SSM Health bought iPads for 

each of its hospitals across Wis-

consin, Illinois, Missouri and 

Oklahoma so chaplains can help 

patients bond with family and 

friends, Booth said.

It started as a way to let chap-

lains talk to patients receiving 

intensive care for COVID-19. Such 

patients are treated in isolation 

rooms, and any doctor or nurse 

coming in or out has to wear full isolation gear.

Chaplains are not allowed inside such rooms, 

which contradicted the increased demand for 

chaplain services, Booth said.

When the iPads were delivered three weeks ago, 

Booth started letting COVID-19 patients talk to 

him virtually through apps such as Zoom.

But he soon realized the patients weren’t the 

only people who could benefit. 

Booth expanded access to the 

iPads to allow patients to contact 

friends or family while in the hospi-

tal. The pandemic has forced SSM 

Health to restrict its visitor policy, 

so most patients can see one visitor 

at a time—if any.

A 92-year-old woman recently 

got to see and talk to her three 

daughters and two granddaugh-

ters across four states while at St. 

Mary’s, Booth said.

The idea of a video call can be 

confusing for older people, but 

Booth helps patients however he 

can so they can feel bonded to their 

loved ones.

“(It) makes the patient feel real 

human again,” Booth said. “... Your 

family makes you feel that way 

again.”

In one instance, Booth was able to virtually con-

nect a woman in intensive care with her husband 

so the husband could talk to the doctor about her 

worsening condition and the care she was receiv-

ing.

A younger man recently was admitted to the 

Phone a friend

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Anna LaCourse speaks to her two children, Scott LaCourse and Shellie Engelhart, from her hospital room using 
an iPad last Wednesday at SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital-Janesville. She says she talks to her children every day.

SSM Health integrates technology into hospital chaplaincy, visitation
In one instance, Booth was 

able to virtually connect a 

woman in intensive care with 

her husband so the husband 

could talk to the doctor about 

the care she was receiving.

A younger man recently was 

admitted to the emergency 

room with a cellphone with 

3% charge on it and no  

charger. Booth said he was 

able to give him an iPad to 

connect with his family.

By Chris Megerian, Brian Contreras 

and David S. Cloud

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump’s 

deference to Vladimir Putin 
is back under the micro-
scope amid accusations that 
he ignored intelligence that 
Russia offered to pay Taliban 
militants to kill U.S. troops in 
Afghanistan.

Democrats returning from a 
classified briefing at the White 
House on Tuesday pledged to 
get to the bottom of the mat-
ter and questioned whether 
the president was unaware 
of the intelligence and why 
he hadn’t taken a harder line 
against Moscow.

“The president called this a 
hoax, publicly,” said Rep. Steny 
H. Hoyer, D-Md., the House 
majority leader. “Nothing in 
the briefing that we have just 
received led me to believe it is 
a hoax.”

Trump tweeted two days 
earlier that reports of Russian 
bounties could be “another 
fabricated Russia Hoax” and 
claimed that intelligence offi-
cials “did not find this info 
credible, and therefore did not 
report it to me.”

The president has said noth-
ing critical of Moscow or indi-
cated that he would take new 
steps to protect troops serv-
ing in Afghanistan, where he 
is focused on withdrawing U.S. 
forces after nearly two decades 
of conflict.

The New York Times 
reported Monday that infor-
mation about Russian boun-
ties had been included in Feb-
ruary in the presidential daily 
brief, a top secret summary 
of the nation’s intelligence. 
According to an Associated 
Press report, intelligence on 
the topic began circulating in 
the White House last year.

Joe Biden, the former vice 
president and Trump’s pre-
sumptive Democratic oppo-
nent in this year’s election, said 
it was “a dereliction of duty” 
if Trump refused to read his 
intelligence report or failed to 

Democrats leave 
briefing on bounties 
with more questions

Associated Press
American soldiers wait on a tarmac in Logar province, Afghanistan, 
in November 2017. The Trump administration briefed congressional 
Democrats on Tuesday about reports of Russia offering bounties to 
Taliban fighters in exchange for killing American soldiers.

Biden slams Trump 
over what he calls  

a ‘dereliction of duty’
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Called off
Janesville Youth Baseball 

and Softball Association 

joins Minor League  

Baseball in canceling their 

respective 2020 seasons. 
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Party like it’s 1998
Defying pandemic, stock 

indexes wrapped up their 

best quarter in more than 

20 years after more gains 

in trading Tuesday.  
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Court orders
Rock County unveiled  

a four-step phased plan 

for eventually returning 

to in-person circuit 

court proceedings.  
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