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Trade war?
Canada announced  

billions of dollars in  

retaliatory tariffs against 

the US on Friday. Page 6B

Get cute
The Humane Society of Southern 

Wisconsin is holding a contest to 

determine the area’s cutest pet. 

Page 3A

Celebrate
Keon Broxton returns, 

helps Brewers to win  

over Reds. Page 1B

By Evan Halper

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump’s ability to 

reshape the Supreme Court with a con-
servative nominee could quickly send the 
nation back to a reality that had seemed far 
in the past: Abortion would be illegal in a 
large swath of America, subjecting doctors 
and perhaps pregnant women to criminal 

prosecution and potentially upending the 

political landscape in many states.

As many as 17 states are poised to effec-

tively ban abortion should the Supreme 

Court overturn Roe v. Wade, the 1973 de-

cision that guaranteed abortion rights na-

tionwide. If the decision were overturned, 

each state could set its own rules on abor-

tion.

Trump vowed in his campaign that 

overturning Roe “will happen, automat-

ically,” if he were elected and could ap-

point justices to the court. More recently, 

as president, he criticized Roe for leading 

to “some of the most permissive abortion 

laws in the world.”

Four justices are widely believed to favor 

reversing the 45-year-old ruling or severely 

restricting its reach. In replacing Justice 

Anthony M. Kennedy, who on Wednesday 

announced his retirement, Trump could 

supply the fifth vote for a majority.

Several anti-abortion states have al-

ready laid the groundwork to move fast, 

providing potential test cases that could 

get before a more conservative court with-

in a year or two.

Iowa, for example, recently passed a law 

that prohibits abortions after a fetal heart-

beat can be detected, which often takes 

place around the sixth week of pregnancy, 

before many women know they are preg-

nant. The law was set to take effect on July 

1, but a state judge put it on hold earlier 

this month.

“States are enacting laws that say, ‘Take 

us to court; let this go all the way to the 

Supreme Court. We are confident now that 

it will go our way,’” said Carol Sanger, a 

law professor at Columbia University and 

author of a book on the history of abortion.

“Even if they don’t strike down Roe, 

whittling it down is very effective. States 

can find new restrictions that make wom-

en pay financially, and also emotionally, 

by making them feel they are doing some-

thing shameful.”

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Expulsions in the Janesville 

School District dropped significant-
ly in the most recent school year, and 
officials say a variety of factors might 
be at work.

In the 2017-18 school year, seven 
students were expelled, according 
to a June 27 memo from Director of 
Student Services Kim Peerenboom 
to Superintendent Steve Pophal.

That’s down from 20 students in 
the 2016-17 school year and from 28 
in the 2015-16 school year.

The number of students expelled 
for having dangerous weapons at 
school or possessing drugs and/or 
alcohol dropped from 16 in 2015-16 
to 11 in 2016-17.

In the most recent school year, 
only one student was expelled for 
those reasons.

“We’re always trying to reduce 
those numbers of expulsions,” 
Peerenboom said.

But the reasons for the decrease 
are not easy to determine.

The district’s behavioral trends 
seem to match those indicated by 
the Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey, she said.

“High-risk behaviors are going 
down,” Peerenboom said. “There’s 
less of that and more interactivity 
online and a greater use of screen 
time.”

High-risk behaviors—drug and 
alcohol use, drunken driving, riding 
in a car with a drunken driver, and 
fighting at school—all were down, 
according to the Wisconsin Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey. The survey 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
When the Hanel sisters at-

tended St. Patrick School, hot 
dog lunches were a gourmet 
meal.

Once a month on Wednes-
days, parents came to school 
and cooked the hot dogs. 
For the parochial school stu-
dents, who were used to cold 
lunches, that was something 
special.

The sisters—all five of 
them—returned Friday night 
to say their final goodbyes to 
the 150-year-old school during 
its send-off celebration.

Officials announced in 
January that the school was 
closing at the end of the 2017-
18 school year because of de-
clining enrollment, according 
to a previous report in The 
Gazette.

Rachel, Janel, Jaylene, 
Rayne and Jackie attended 
St. Patrick through the 1970s, 
’80s and ’90s. As kids, the 
sisters went to St. Patrick’s 
Church for Mass three times 
a week. Their parents still at-
tend Mass there, Janel said.

The sisters laughed and 
shared memories in a class-
room where lessons still lin-
gered on the whiteboard from 
the last days of school.

Kim Ehrhardt, site coordi-
nator and former principal, 
said Friday’s attendance ex-
ceeded expectations.

He thought about 150 
people would come to the 
send-off. In the first hour, the 
crowd was about double that, 
he said.

The celebration also served 
as a way to solicit ideas about 
how to repurpose the school, 
Ehrhardt said. The church will 
continue to own the build-
ing but has not settled on its 

Janesville 
school  

expulsions 
decline

Reshaped Supreme Court 
could lead to 17 states 

issuing bans on procedure 

Decisions on abortion could soon return to states

St. Patrick School alumni say goodbye with laughs, hugs and lots of green

Farewell and amen

Above: Sisters Teresa 
Henning, right, and 
Deb Saunders 
laugh as they locate 
younger versions of 
themselves in class  
photos from the 
1970s on Friday at 
St. Patrick School 
in Janesville. The 
school, which closed 
in May, held a send-
off celebration Friday.
Left: St. Patrick 
School alumni gather 
in the cafeteria 
during Friday’s  
event.
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