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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Linda Kay (Engelbert) 
Borgwardt
•Kevin C. Christopherson
•Helen Jean Close
•Norma Jacobson

•Eleanor B. Juhl
•Jaruwon “Thim” Lervik
•Richard Meissner
•Anne Marie (Kleven) 
Naeser

•Pauline Pinnow
•Russel Roy Pinnow
•Robert S. Radford
•Doris A. Schumacher

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 70 | Low 33  
Windy with rain 
and a t-storm
More on 7A
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By Frank Schultz
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JANESVILLE

Joe Biden got an additional 

vote from a Rock County town on 

Monday as the Rock County Board 

of Canvassers went through the 

painstaking process of verifying 

the Nov. 3 vote.

The vote came from a provi-

sional ballot, which is a ballot 

cast even though the voter did 

not bring proper documentation 

to the polls, in this case a photo ID.

The voter had until Friday to 

show up at the town clerk’s office 

with a photo ID, which is what 

happened, so that person’s votes 

were counted.

The Gazette is not revealing 

which town the provisional vote 

came from because someone who 

was in the polling place might be 

able to figure out who that voter 

was.

Countywide, 19 provisional 

votes were cast, 16 of them in 

Janesville and Beloit. Final tal-

lies of all the votes probably will 

be posted on the county website 

sometime today, County Clerk 

Lisa Tollefson said.

Tollefson also must enter any 

changes into a statewide elections 

database.

Those results will include any 

changes to the two Blackhawk 

Technical College referendums 

but not the school district refer-

endums, which are canvassed at 

the district level, Tollefson said.

The big question on everyone’s 

mind is about the probable call 

for a recount from President 

Donald Trump’s re-election cam-

paign. Trump’s challenge cannot 

be made until all counties finish 

canvassing.

Rock County was expected to 

complete its canvass Monday, but 

all counties are unlikely to finish 

until the deadline, Nov. 17.

Then the Trump campaign has 

one day to call for a recount. 

As for the one provisional 

County canvasses 
to make vote official

Benjamin Pierce/bpierce@gazettextra.com
Rock County Clerk Lisa Tollefson instructs Larry Holterman, a member of the county’s Board of Canvassers, as 
the board verifies the Nov. 3 voting results at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville on Monday.

By Lauran Neergaard  
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AP Medical Writers

Pfizer said Monday that 

its COVID-19 vaccine might 

be a remarkable 90% effec-

tive based on early and incom-

plete test results that neverthe-

less brought a big burst of opti-

mism to a world desperate for 

the means to finally bring the 

catastrophic outbreak under 

control.

The announcement came 

less than a week after an elec-

tion seen as a referendum on 

President Donald Trump’s han-

dling of the scourge, which has 

killed more than 1.2 million 

people worldwide, including 

almost a quarter-million in the 

United States alone.

“We’re in a position poten-

tially to be able to offer some 

hope,” Dr. Bill Gruber, Pfizer’s 

senior vice president of clinical 

development, told The Associ-
ated Press. “We’re very encour-
aged.”

Pfizer, which is developing 
the vaccine with its German 
partner BioNTech, now is on 
track to apply later this month 
for emergency-use approval 
from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration once it has the 
necessary safety information in 
hand.

Even if all goes well, author-
ities have stressed it is unlikely 
any vaccine will arrive much 
before the end of the year, and 
the limited initial supplies will 
be rationed.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
U.S. government’s top infec-
tious-disease expert, said the 
results suggesting 90% effec-
tiveness are “just extraordi-
nary,” adding: “Not very many 
people expected it would be as 

Encouraging sign  
in vaccine search
Early numbers show 
90% effectiveness, 
manufacturer says

Associated Press
The sign outside corporate headquarters of Pfizer Canada is shown in 
Montreal on Monday. The company said Monday an early peek at its 
vaccine data suggests the shots may be 90% effective at preventing 
COVID-19, but it doesn’t mean a vaccine is imminent.

Observers watch 
three-member board 
verify election results

The big question on everyone’s 

mind is about the probable call for 

a recount from President Donald 

Trump’s re-election campaign. 

Trump’s challenge cannot be made 

until all counties finish canvassing.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

RELATED
• County COVID-19 report: The 

Rock County Public Health Department 
reported seven COVID-19 deaths since 
Thursday and a record number of cases 
Sunday./6A
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Parking change
The Janesville City Council 

voted to allow people to 

park and sleep in their 

cars overnight in a lot 

outside Hedberg Public 

Library. Page 3A

Program stalled
Lawmakers approved a 

change to state law to 

allow SeniorCare to cover 

vaccinations, but the 

state hasn’t yet made the 

change. Page 2A

Young gun
Milwaukee Brewers 

relief pitcher Devin 

Williams became 

the third player in 

franchise history to win 

rookie of the year. Page 1B

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

MILTON

Milton School District 

students will get a winter 

athletics season.

After nearly two hours 

of discussion Monday, the 

school board voted 6-1 

to allow Superintendent 

Rich Dahman to work with 

administrators and hold 

winter athletics and activi-

ties competitions at Milton 

High School.

If the high school goes 

fully virtual—as it is now 

because a number of stu-

dents have tested positive 

for the coronavirus—ath-

letics and activities will 

be suspended during that 

time, the board decided.

Based on a surge in 

COVID-19 cases in Rock 

County and the fact that 

sports are transitioning 

indoors, the Rock County 

Public Health Department 

has recommended against 

competitive sports in which 

athletes cannot physically 

distance.

Yet at the same time, 

Rock County has issued 

guidance on how to limit 

the increased risk of com-

petitions.

The school board did not 

require, as at least one other 

district has done, that stu-
dent athletes attend school 
fully virtually.

School board member 
Rick Mullen, who played 
basketball in high school, 
cast the only “no” vote.

“There’s been a lot of 
emotion involved in this 
issue,” Mullen said. “I com-
pletely understand that. 
I’ve been trying to look at 
the facts. Since August, 
things have gotten much, 
much worse. Cases are up, 
positivity rates up, hospital-
izations are up, deaths are 
up, contact tracing is down. 

Testing sites are overbur-
dened. ...

”I think there are a lot 
of questions about what’s 
going to happen in win-
ter. These are all indoor 
sports. There will be a lot 
of close contact: basketball, 
wrestling. Plus, flu season 
is coming up. Who knows 
what that’s going to do?

“I get really confused 
when I hear administra-
tion saying we need these 
things in the schools like 
one-way hallways; we’re 
doing the cohorts,” he said. 
“We’re asking kids to stay 

away from each other, but 

then it’s OK to play basket-

ball and wrestle?”

Board member Shelly 

Crull-Hanke replied, “I just 

really feel kids need hope, 

and these coaches need 

hope—something to keep 

going forward right now. 

And this is a way to for 

them.”

Jeff Spiwak, the high 

school’s director of ath-

letics and activities, said 

68% of high school foot-

ball teams and 74% of girls 

Game on: After debate, Milton School Board says ‘yes’ to winter sports
RELATED

• How to play: As area schools and Janesville’s junior hockey team have 
learned, trying to play through the coronavirus era takes equal measures of dis-
cipline and flexibility./1B
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