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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Melanie A. Bach
•Raymond “Ray” Chesmore 
Sr.
•William G. Colondro
•Ernest D. Conquist

•Lucia (Leighton) Gaspar
•Marjorie Ann Gaulke
•Harry N. Gebel
•Kelly A. Jones
•Robert I. Larsen

•Kevin John Mullen
•Bernard Jerome Paszkiet
•Barbara Jean Schmidt
•Joyce E. Schmidt
•Col. Steven Kent Whitfield

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 49 | Low 41  

Becoming 
cloudy

More on 7A

Trump’s budget
President proposes record 
$4.7 billion budget, boosting 
military, wall spending.
Page 6B

DNC picks MKE for convention
City edges out Miami, 
Houston for 2020 nod

By Bill Barrow, Scott Bauer  

and Ivan Moreno

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE

Milwaukee will host the 2020 

Democratic National Convention, 

party leaders announced Monday, 

highlighting the battleground 

state of Wisconsin that helped 

elect President Donald Trump 

and now will launch an opponent 

who could oust him.

Democra t i c  Nat iona l 

Committee Chairman Tom Perez 

chose Milwaukee over Houston 

and Miami after deliberations lin-

gered longer than party leaders 

or officials from the three finalist 

cities had expected.

“This choice is a statement of our 

values,” Perez said in a statement. 

“The Democratic Party is the party 

of working people, and Milwaukee 

is a city of working people.”

The convention is scheduled 

for July 13-16, 2020.

It will be the first time in more 

than a century that Democrats 

will nominate their presidential 

candidate in a Midwestern city 

other than Chicago. Instead, the 

political spotlight will shine for a 

week on a metro area of about 1.6 

million people. 

Once dubbed as “The Machine 

Shop of the World,” the work-

ing-class city also is known for its 

love affair with beer and as the 

birthplace of Harley-Davidson 

motorcycles.

Republicans are set to gather 

in Charlotte, the largest city in 

battleground North Carolina, on 

Aug. 24-27, 2020.

Democrats see plenty of sym-

bolism in Milwaukee after a bitter 

2016 election defined by Hillary 

Clinton being nearly swept in 

what her campaign aides had 

confidently called a “Blue Wall” 

across the upper Midwest and 

Great Lakes region. That band of 

states twice sided with President 

Barack Obama, but Clinton car-

ried only Minnesota, ceding 

Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio and 

Pennsylvania—a combined 64 

of the necessary 270 electoral 

votes—as white working-class 

voters flocked to Trump.

The president won Wisconsin 

RELATED
• New image: 2020 convention offers 

Milwaukee a chance to redefine itself./Page 
2A

Turn to DNC on Page 5A

Work at highways 14, 26 
could start next month

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Over the last two years, 

construction work to expand 

Interstate 90/39 to eight lanes 

through Janesville has been—in 

a word—noticeable.

But starting this month, 

the state Department of 

Transportation will kick off a 

slew of projects that will dra-

matically transform a 3-mile 

stretch of the Interstate on the 

city’s north end over the next 

two years.

By April, motorists could see 

massive earth-moving in the 

area around the Highway 14 and 

Highway 26 interchanges.

The DOT says crews over the 

next four months will rework the 
Interstate’s northbound lanes to 
raise their height by several feet.

The work is being done to 
match the bridge elevations at 
the highways 14 and 26 inter-
changes, which are crammed 
together within a mile of each 
other and are slated for recon-
figuration.

Highway 26 will become 
a “diverging diamond” inter-
change identical to the one re-
cently built at the Avalon Road 
interchange on the city’s south 
end. The Highway 14 inter-
change will be reworked into a 
diamond interchange.

Both interchanges are along a 
stretch where the DOT needs to 
accommodate double the traffic 
lanes both on the road and on 
bridges spanning Kennedy Road 
and the Wisconsin & Southern 
Railroad line.

Between Highway 26 and 
Highway 14, the DOT plans 

to extend Ryan Road under 
the Interstate to add a link to 
Deerfield Drive for local traffic.

DOT spokesman Immanuel 
Yarty said all the earth-moving 
will make it look like crews are 
building hills on the northbound 
side of the Interstate.

Similar earth-moving is slat-
ed for the southbound side of 
the same stretch, probably by 
late this year or early next year, 
he said.

But this spring and sum-
mer, the project will require a 
diversion of traffic to the south 
lanes from the Mount Zion 
Avenue overpass to just north of 
Kennedy Road. Yarty said crews 
this month will begin striping 

the south lanes for “bi-direction-

al” traffic divided by concrete 

barriers.

The crossover will look sim-

ilar to traffic patterns on sec-

tions the DOT began expanding 

last year between Beloit and 

Janesville.

The agency’s project timeline 

shows the bulk of earth-moving 

work will occur between May 

and June, but staging for it could 

begin sometime in April.

“It’s all weather dependent,” 

Yarty said.

Once crews build up the el-

evation near the north-end in-

terchanges, they will begin lane 

expansions and interchange re-

configurations.

That stretch on Janesville’s 

north end is one of the most 

complex, congested segments of 

the 45-mile stretch of I-90/39 be-

tween the state line and Madison, 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The state Department of Transportation is scheduled to start earth-moving work soon on the stretch of Interstate  90/39 between the Highway 
14 and Highway 26 interchanges on Janesville’s north side.

Interstate expansion ramping up 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Federal immigration agents 

used the Janesville Police 

Department to process arrest-

ees during a series of arrests last 

September.

Emails between Janesville 

police and U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement were in-

cluded in a response by ICE to 

a Freedom of Information Act 

request  from 

Rep. Mark Pocan, 

D-Wis.

Pocan released 

the documents 

Monday.

ICE agents re-

ported arresting 

83 Wisconsin res-

idents last fall, in-

cluding some in Rock County. The 

agency has never identified those 

arrested or said what happened 

to them.

The documents released 

Monday indicate the arrests oc-

curred Sept. 21-24.

The documents list four arrest-

ed in Rock County, all Mexican na-

tionals. Most information on the 

documents was redacted, howev-

er, including the names.

The only Janesville arrest was 

of a 36-year-old man. The other 

three were from Beloit, ages 29, 

33 and 63.

Pocan complained he made 

numerous requests of ICE for in-

formation on those arrested, and 

when ICE finally sent him more 

than 400 pages of information last 

week, nearly all of it was redacted.

ICE sent a lengthy explanation 

for the redactions. Two of its ma-

jor arguments are that some of the 

Turn to DOT on Page 7A

By April, motorists could see 

massive earth-moving in the area 

around the Highway 14 

and Highway 26 interchanges.

College commits
Driscoll, Olson become 
Janesville Jets’ first  
Division 1 college commits 
this season. Page 1B

Records show 
Janesville 

cooperation  
in ICE arrests

 Æ Local arrests included 
1 from Janesville, 3 from Beloit

Pocan

Turn to ICE on Page 7A
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