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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Duane T. Austin
•Raymond F.R. Becker
•Jane M. Douglas
•Gladys Mary Gudeyon
•Francis J. Heger

•Roger Helming
•Andres Cruz Hernandez
•The Rev. Roy Howard
•Mary Catherine  
(Sommers) Lancaster

•Virginia “Ginger” M. Lloyd
•Cynthia Mangold
•Roy “Pete” Stansfield
•Grace A. Terry

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 37 | Low 8  

Cloudy with  
a little icy mix
More on 7A

Purge on hold
An appeals court ruled 

that the state does not 

have to immediately purge 

more than 200,000 voter 

registrations. Page 2A

Craig tops Parker
The Cougars beat the  

Vikings for the 12th 

straight time in Big Eight 

wrestling with a dual meet 

win Tuesday. Page 1B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF FULTON

T
he smell of cream 
cheese and bak-
ing dough wafted 

through the old Fulton Store 

on Tuesday.

Country music echoed 

through the dining room 

as staff prepared for a pizza 

special at the store, 9413 

County H, Edgerton.

The Fulton Store, which 

has reopened under new 

owners, sells a variety of gro-

cery items just as such stores 

did a century ago. However, 

its specialty is fresh food: 

homemade pizzas, cookies, 

brownies, breakfast items 

and its locally renowned cin-

namon rolls.

Co-owner Andrew Lins-

ley took over the store this 

summer and reopened in 

October with business part-

ner and co-owner Erik 

Thompson. The two said 

they wanted to offer another 

small-town meeting place 

for the community.

The store has been a 

house and general store 

since its construction in the 

late 1800s. It was closed for 

a while before Linsley and 

Thompson took over, but the 

Fresh start for the Fulton Store

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Top: Fulton Store co-owner Andrew Linsley, right, sells a cinnamon roll to 
Jim Orr at the store Tuesday. Linsley and Erik Thompson recently reopened 
the store and are offering more fresh items for sale. Below: The recently 
reopened Fulton Store in the town of Fulton is part general store, part 
small-town diner and bakery. Left: A chalkboard inside the Fulton Store 
displays the cost of the cinnamon rolls made in-house by head cook Tyler 
Richardson.

STORE HOURS
The Fulton Store, 9413 

County H, Edgerton, is 
open from 6 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday, 
6 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Saturdays 
and 6 a.m.-2 p.m. Sundays. 
It’s closed on Mondays.

New ownership 
reopens shop  

in rural Edgerton

By Jill Colvin and Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE
President Donald Trump 

defended his decision to kill 
a top Iranian general and 
slammed Democrats as weak 
on national security during 
a rally in a key battleground 
state as Democrats held their 
final debate before primary 
voting commences.

Offering his own count-
er-programming, Trump 
appeared in Wisconsin, just 

as Demo-
crats took 
the stage in 
ne i ghbor -
ing Iowa, 
which holds 
its kickoff 
caucuses on 
Feb. 3.

In front 
of a crowd 
of  thou-
sands in 
downtown 

Milwaukee—just steps from 
where Democrats will hold 
their convention this sum-
mer—Trump took on the lead-
ing Democratic candidates, 
including Vermont Sen.  
Bernie Sanders.

“Bernie and the radical 
left cannot protect your fam-
ily, nor can they protect our 
country,” Trump told sup-
porters at the UW-Milwau-
kee Panther Arena.

Yet Trump also defended 
Sanders as he weighed in 
on the ongoing he-said, she-
said spat between Sanders 
and Massachusetts Sen. Eliz-
abeth Warren, who claims 
Sanders told her during a pri-
vate meeting that he doesn’t 
believe a woman can win the 
White House—a charge Sand-
ers vehemently denies.

“I don’t believe that Bernie 
said that. I really don’t. ... It’s 
not the kind of thing he’d say,” 
Trump said.

He also criticized former 
Vice President Joe Biden’s 
tendency to mix up locations, 
including recently confusing 
Iran with Iraq.

“When you do that you 
can’t really recover,” Trump 
said.

Winning back Wisconsin is 
a key part of Democrats’ 2020 
strategy—and one of the rea-
sons the party chose Milwau-
kee to host its national con-
vention in July. Trump won 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It’s not about winning a refer-

endum, it’s about engaging and 
educating the public.

That was the message from Joe 
Donovan, president of the Dono-
van Group, the school communi-
cations firm hired to assist the dis-
trict with planning for a possible 
referendum.

In an interview before Tues-
day night’s school board meeting, 

Donovan said his job is to edu-

cate the public about the district’s 

needs by giving residents all the 

facts and “communicating with 

integrity.”

“Sometimes people go about 

with the wrong idea (about the 

process),” Donovan said. “It’s not 

about passing a referendum. It’s 

about solving a problem.”

In the Janesville School Dis-

trict’s case, the problem is build-

ing maintenance. A report from 

Unesco, a Madison-based man-

agement company, outlined an 

estimated $130 million worth of 

work to be done in district build-

ings. Of that amount, $77.84 mil-

lion worth was classified in the 

report’s two most urgent catego-

ries.

The district has already put 

about $15 million toward the 

most urgent projects. The cur-

rent annual budget for mainte-

nance work, outside of custo-

dial work and capital improve-

ments, is about $1.4 million, dis-

trict Chief Financial Officer Dan 

McCrea said.

Donovan told the board it is 

important to present the process 

as one that addresses the district’s 

needs in a way that “builds trust 

among stakeholders.”

“We believe that defining suc-

cess in this way is important 

because it dramatically changes 

the tactics and procedures used 

by the district to address its 

needs,” Donovan said.

Instead of conducting a pub-

lic relations campaign, the effort 

should be focused on educating 

and listening to the public, Don-

ovan said.

“If the board does seek a ref-

erendum, we urge it not to view 

the referendum as won or lost,” 

Donovan told the board. “Instead, 

we see that a referendum solution 

we presented to the voters either 

passed or did not pass.”

Turn to STORE on Page 7A

President 
counters 
debate 

with rally
Trump slams Dems 

in Milwaukee speech

Turn to RALLY on Page 7A

RELATED
• Democrats 

debate in Des 
Moines: Can-
didates faced the 
country—and Iowa 
voters—for the last 
time before that 
state holds its pres-
idential caucuses 
Feb. 3./6B

‘It’s about solving a problem’
Consultant advises Janesville School Board  
on best practices for referendum planning

Turn to BOARD on Page 7A
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