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Teen charged
A 17-year-old from Illinois 

faces multiple homicide 

charges in the shootings 

of two protesters in  

Kenosha. Page 2A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 88 | Low 63  

A strong afternoon 
thunderstorm
More on 10A
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More than 
  decor

Houseplants can boost your m
ental health

By Lauren Leazenby

Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO

A nthony Galvez has 

lost count of how 

many plants are 

in his Belmont-Cragin home 

in Chicago, but estimates his 

indoor garden at anywhere 

from 80 to 100 plants. Gal-

vez—who goes by anthony_

planted on Instagram—said 

he was not really into plants 

until he started his collec-

tion during the COVID-19 

pandemic. The nurse said it’s 

#Plants has more than  

34 million posts on Insta-

gram: photos of crawling 

ivies and philodendrons, 

massive monsteras and leafy 

parlor palms taking over 

houses and apartments like 

jungles. Like Galvez, many 

plant parents started or 

grew their collections during 

the COVID-19 lockdown.

Dr. Sally Augustin, an 

environmental and design 

psychologist, said having 

plants in your home can 

reduce stress levels and help 

you mentally refresh when 

xhausted. 

of our species when we saw 

green, leafy plants and that 

meant there was something 

around that we could eat. 

That gave us a psychological 

boost.”

These days, Augustin 

said, taking care of plants 

can give you a feeling of con-

trol over your physical envi-

ronment, which has been 

shown to enhance cogni-

tive performance. The act 

of caring for something and 

watching it grow is also ben-

eficial.

“If you’re caring for the 

plant, that gives you a feel-

Feeling grounded
Try houseplants to help 

improve your mental health 

while the pandemic  

has you stuck inside.  

Home & Money, inside

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
If you’re expecting to know who won the presiden-

tial race on election night, rethink that.
Results of congressional and other races in Wiscon-

sin also might be unknown after polls close Nov. 3, in 
part because of a problem in Janes-
ville and other cities.

The problem is an unprecedented 
number of absentee ballots, which 
voters are expected to use in droves 
to avoid possible coronavirus infec-
tion at the polls.

Wisconsin has already held two 
elections during the pandemic, but 
the numbers of absentee ballots to 
be counted Nov. 3 likely will be much 

greater, said Dave Godek, Janesville city clerk.
The law requires absentee ballots to be processed 

on Election Day, and doing so takes longer than it 
does when voters cast their ballots at the polls. That’s 
because two poll workers must verify the ballots were 
correctly filled out before the ballots are fed into 
vote-tabulating machines.

Godek figures that with the tabulators available to 
him and a projected 25,000 absentee ballots, it could 
take 35 hours to count them all. That means no imme-
diate results.

Godek and the rest of the local clerks got their 
results done on election nights in April and August, 
but numbers of voters were much lower then.

A high-speed ballot tabulator would solve the prob-
lem.

JANESVILLE
Painting a heart is often the highlight of 

Sue Cullen’s day.
The longtime member of the Janesville 

Art League has painted at least 10 in recent 
months.

Her favorite features an image of Earth at 
its center, with the words “love” and “hope” 
circling the fragile planet.

On the outside of the heart’s perimeter are 
hands, big and small, including those of Cul-
len’s grandkids.

The heart greets people entering the Janes-
ville Police Department and stands next to 
another reading: “Thank you. You are the 
heartbeat of our community.”

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Sue Cullen, a longtime Janesville Art League member, creates a painted heart featuring the handprints of her grandchil-
dren—from left, Kenley, Thea and Thomas—at her Janesville home Wednesday. More than 40 plywood hearts have been 
placed around the city to say thank you to health care workers and others for their dedication during the pandemic. The 
Janesville Art League and Rock County Historical Society are responsible for the heartfelt appreciation.
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A matter of heart
Artwork created to thank frontline workers

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County health officials 

likely would recommend class-
rooms or schools close if they 
have a COVID-19 positivity rate 
of 7.5% or higher, a health official 

said Thursday.
Positivity rate is among the 

measures the Rock County 
Department of Public Health is 
recommending school districts 
monitor after school resumes 
next week.

Decisions on if classrooms or 
schools are closed or if districts or 
schools pivot to virtual learning 
will be up to each district admin-
istrator with guidance from the 
health department.

In addition to positivity rate, 
officials will monitor metrics 

such as:
 � The number of people absent 

with COVID-19 symptoms.
 � The number out sick with 

non-COVID symptoms.
 � New case trends over 14 

days.
 � Percent changes in positive 

cases over the last 14 days.
“There is no set number that 

says, ‘OK, we will close’. It’s all 
based on looking at all of the 
data together,” said Lori Soder-
berg, public health supervisor for 
Rock County and a former Beloit 

Turner School District school 
nurse.

A “stoplight” 
model will be 
used by dis-
trict administra-
tors to track the 
spread of COVID-
19 when students 
return to school, 
Soderberg said.

School district 
leaders will plug information 
about students and staff into an 
interactive county database each 

day. The database will dictate how 
each school is performing.

 � Green will indicate smooth 
sailing.

 � Yellow will indicate 
increased conversations and 
planning should begin.

 � Red will indicate interven-
tion is needed.

If a district begins to see red in 
multiple areas, the county likely 
will recommend closure of a class-
room, school building or district.

Soderberg

County shares school closure guidance
Health department keys 

on rate of positivity  
for COVID-19 cases

Godek

Who wins  
Wisconsin?
Local experts urge early voting  

and then patience on election night

Turn to ARTWORK on Page 5A

Turn to SCHOOL on Page 10A

Turn to ELECTION on Page 10A

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Facing a national moment 

fraught with racial turmoil and 

a deadly pandemic, President 
Donald Trump accepted his par-
ty’s renomination on a massive 
White House South Lawn stage 
Thursday night, boasting of help-
ing African Americans and defy-
ing his own administration’s pan-
demic guidelines to address a 
tightly packed, largely maskless 
crowd.

As troubles churned outside 

the gates, Trump painted an opti-
mistic vision of America’s future, 
including an eventual triumph 
over the coronavirus pandemic 
that has killed more than 175,000 
people, left millions unemployed 
and rewritten the rules of society. 
But that brighter horizon can only 
be secured, Trump asserted, if he Associated Press

President Donald Trump speaks from the South Lawn of the White House 
on the final day of the Republican National Convention in Washington.

Trump paints rosy future, attacks Biden
President speaks  

from White House lawn 
after renomination
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