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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low 24  

Some clouds,  
then sunshine
More on 7A

Weather watch
With less than a week until 

some of the busiest travel 

days of the year, forecasters 

are keeping an eye on  

potential wintry weather  

in the region. Page 6A

Six pack
Milwaukee wins its sixth 

game in a row behind 

Giannis Antetokounmpo’s 

triple double in the 

team’s 137-129 win over 

Portland. Page 1B

Lucky dog
Walworth County 

deputy rescued 

pet from chilly 

Lake Lorraine 

earlier this 

month. Page 3A
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How site displays 
price info of concern

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Medicare’s revamped pre-

scription plan finder can steer 

unwitting seniors to coverage 

that costs much more than 

they need to pay, according to 

people who help with sign-ups 

and other program experts.

Serving some 60 mil-

lion Medicare recipients, the 

plan finder is the most com-

monly used tool on Medicare.

gov and just got its first major 

update in a decade. The Trump 

administration has hailed the 

new version with Medicare 

Administrator Seema Verma 

saying it will empower bene-

ficiaries to take advantage of 

their coverage options.

But as open enrollment goes 

into the home stretch Thanks-

giving week, critics say the new 

tool can create confusion by 

obscuring out-of-pocket costs 

that seniors should factor into 

their decisions.

“I want to make sure peo-

ple are given the most accurate 

information and they’re mak-

ing the best decision because 

they are the ones stuck with it,” 

said Ann Kayrish, senior pro-

gram manager for Medicare 

Experts worry tool  
on Medicare’s website  

might lead users astray
Deer could be hidden  
in unharvested corn, 
DNR officials report

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF HARMONY

Along Rotamer Road a few 

miles east of Janesville, hundreds 

of acres of corn still stand unhar-

vested adjacent to strips of woods 

and marsh.

Bill Mullen, a farmer who lives 

along Rotamer Road, already has 

picked his corn, but many of his 

neighbors are waiting for the 

ground to dry in what has been one 

of the most protracted Wisconsin 

fall harvests in recent memory.

Mullen, a former 

deer hunter, is guess-

ing the woods near 

his farm might be rel-

atively empty of white-

tail deer because they 

are hunkered down in 

the standing corn.

When the state’s 

nine-day gun deer sea-

son opens Saturday, 

hunters will take to the 

patchwork of woods 

and farmland in south-

ern and central Wis-

consin, Rock County 

included.

Wardens and big 

game specialists for the state 

Department of Natural Resources 

suspect hunters will find deer 

less accessible because they’ll 

likely still be hiding in fields of 

unharvested corn.

What’s also more 

likely this gun deer sea-

son year, DNR officials 

said, is that hunters 

will be bumping elbows 

with farmers working 

an abnormally late har-

vest.

DNR deer ecologist 

Kevin Wallenfang esti-

mated about only 40% 

of corn throughout Wis-

consin has been har-

vested, compared to the 

70% usually harvested 

by late November.

“That leaves many, 

many, many thousands of acres of 

cover out there,” he said.

DNR data show an uptick in 

the number of deer killed in the 

Hunters, farmers can 
expect close quarters

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Corn is harvested Wednesday near property used for hunting in the town of Center. Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources officials warn that hunters could be bumping elbows with farmers during the nine-day gun deer 
season that opens Saturday.

DNR deer ecologist 

Kevin Wallenfang 

estimated about 

only 40% of corn 

throughout 

 Wisconsin has  

been harvested,  

compared to 

the 70% usually 

harvested by late 

November.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Beloit developer looking 

to build a subdivision west of 

the Briar Crest neighborhood 

might find more success than 

the last prospective developer 

based on a neighborhood 

meeting Thursday night.

Zach Knutson of Next Gen-

eration Construction hosted 

the meeting to listen to and 

answer questions from peo-

ple who live near the 10-acre 

site behind Walmart.

There was no consen-

sus among neighbors for or 

against Knutson’s plan, but 

there were a lot of questions 

and—at times—skepticism 

from residents who want to 

ensure their neighborhood 

remains a good place to live.

Another developer in 2017 

wanted to build 19 five-unit 

apartment buildings on the 

same parcel and was met with 

staunch opposition from resi-

dents. That plan never cleared 

the plan commission.

Dozens of residents packed 

the Wisconsin Room at the 

Holiday Inn Express for the 

meeting.

Knutson said he hopes to 

build 13 duplexes and 15 sin-

gle-family homes on the corn-

field between Walmart and 

Briar Crest. 

Residents test  
developer’s plan
Company wants to build behind Walmart

Turn to PLAN on Page 6A
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Hill decries ‘fictional narrative’
Official warns against repeating Russian line that Ukraine interfered in 2016 US presidential election

By Lisa Mascaro, Mary Clare Jalonick  

and Eric Tucker

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
A former White House official 

said Thursday that President Don-

ald Trump’s top European envoy was 

sent on a “domestic political errand” 

seeking investigations of Democrats, 

stunning testimony that dismantled 

a main line of the president’s defense 

in the impeachment inquiry.

In a riveting appearance on Cap-

itol Hill, Fiona Hill also implored 

Republican lawmakers—and implic-

itly Trump himself—to stop peddling 

a “fictional narrative” at the center 

of the impeachment probe. She said 

baseless suggestions that Ukraine 

interfered in the 2016 election bol-

ster Russia as it seeks to sow political 

divisions in the United States.

Testimony from Hill and David 

Holmes, a State Department adviser 

in Kyiv, capped an intense week in the 

Former 
White House 
aide Fiona 
Hill testifies 
in the House 
impeach-
ment inquiry 
Thursday.

Associated 
Press

Turn to HILL on Page 7A

RELATED
• Missing witnesses: Testimony has put 

attention on other top White House officials and 
whether they will be questioned./6B
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