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Walking for 

awareness
A new effort to focus 

attention on the drug 

addiction epidemic 

debuted Saturday in 

Beloit. Page 2A

Brewers  

blank Cubs
Milwaukee tried to keep its 

wild-card hopes alive 

with a 2-0 win over the 

Chicago Cubs on 

Saturday. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 76 | Low 63  

Mostly cloudy
More on 9A ©2019 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

There is no paper  

Monday. Have a 

safe and happy 

Labor Day.

Walworth County Fair 
from up high and down low

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Numbers, numbers. What do they even 

mean?

In Rock County, when it comes to U.S. 

Census Bureau counts, the hope is the num-

bers will mean more and be more repre-

sentative of the local population than per-

haps they’ve been in the past.

That could be tough for the U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau. Consider some local cen-

sus tracts—Janesville’s Fourth Ward and 

Look West neighborhoods, for instance. 

There, only about half of all households 

initially responded to mailers sent by the 

U.S. Census Bureau during its last five-year 

inventory, the 2013-17 American Commu-
nity Survey.

The numbers indicate about 45% of the 
4,000 residents in those two neighbor-
hoods were at risk of not being counted. 
That’s troubling, considering that the data 
the census collects is the bedrock informa-
tion used in dozens of federal decisions.

How does the fed decide the alignment 
or realignment of Congressional represen-
tation? The census.

What’s the yardstick used to decide 
what cut a Rock County community gets 
of a $675 billion pot of federal aid? The 
census.

That’s just two examples of what’s 
at stake in the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
upcoming 2020 decennial count—a lofty 
attempt every 10 years to carry out a  

Constitutionally mandated human tally 

and socioeconomic assessment of every 

person who lives in the U.S.

A ‘complete count’
In the U.S. Census Bureau’s eight-state, 

Chicago region alone, that’s about 56 mil-

lion people—or roughly 23 million house-

holds, said Ellisa Johnson, the Chicago 

region’s assistant regional census man-

ager.

At a local level, the census now is can-

vassing local communities, and it’s trying 

to improve the chances of getting a full 

count by enlisting local “complete count 

committees.”

The committees, Johnson said, are 

groups of local municipal government 

officials and local experts who partner 

with the federal bureau by reaching out 

to especially hard-to-count populations 

in the months leading up to March 2020, 

when the 10-year census collection begins 

in earnest.

In early 2020, people will start getting 

“self-response” mailers prompting them to 

fill out and return a six-question form that 

will serve as their own, personal federal 

tally mark for the next decade.

“Self-response,” as the census consid-

ers it, is the first step. Those who return 

the mailers eliminate the need for census 

takers to later hoof it to nonresponders’ 

homes—or the homes where they may have 

lived weeks earlier before moving—to try 

Counting the uncounted: US Census Bureau taps  
local governments to help

Right: 3-year-old Stella Loverine pets a cow Saturday at the 
Walworth County Fair in Elkhorn. The annual fair will continue 
through  Monday. For more information,  visit walworthcounty 
fair.com.

Below: Elkhorn High School students Bella Heistad-John-
son, left, and Alexis Klein, right, sit with their friends on the 
Ferris wheel Thursday.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

By Luis Andres Henao

Associated Press

VILA NOVA SAMUEL, BRAZIL

“Without smoke, there’s no progress,” 

said the Amazon rancher in a torn straw 

hat and cowboy boots caked in red dirt.

The rancher, Antonio Lopes da Silva, 75, 

was talking about the fires that have swept 

parts of one of the world’s most precious 

regions in recent weeks. People around 

the world reacted with shock at what they 

consider a monumental threat to the envi-

ronment, but for many living in the Ama-

zon, land-clearing fires mean survival and 

development.

“If you don’t burn, you can’t live. But it 

has to be well organized” and in line with 

the law, said da Silva, who provides pasture 

for his 200 cattle.

The strain between protecting and 

developing the Amazon, which encom-

passes vast rainforests as well as mid-size 

cities, farms and logging operations, will 

surely intensify even after this year’s fires 

subside.

The Amazon, about 60% of which is in 

Brazil, is a buffer against climate change 

that is crucial to the planet’s health, sci-

entists say. It is also an engine for growth 

whose huge spaces and natural resources 

are being harnessed relentlessly to help 

boost Latin America’s biggest economy.

Rainforest makes up much of the Ama-

zonian state of Rondonia, where da Silva 

lives. At 92,000 square miles, Rondonia is 

about the size of Ecuador.

Vila Nova Samuel, a small frontier town, 

is on the fringes of the Jacunda National 

Forest, where some fires have occurred. 

Residents drive motorcycles on dirt 

JANESVILLE

Today, people take it for 

granted that blood will be 

available at the hospital if 

they need it.

Nancy Nienhuis 

remembers a time when 

those who required blood 

for upcoming surgeries 

had to find donors.

“You needed two 

donors 

for every 

pint you 

used,” the 

Janesville 

woman 

said. “Each 

local hos-

pital had 

a blood 

bank.”

Workers 

at General 

Motors 

often gave blood for peo-

ple who had no way to 

find donors.

“If you were in an acci-

dent or elderly, people in 

the community were on a 

donor list and would give 

during an emergency,” 

Nienhuis said.

She remembered how 

things used to be when 

she read a recent story 

in The Gazette about a 

49-year-old Janesville man 

who had major heart sur-

gery as a toddler.

In the early 1970s, the 

community responded 

with compassion and 

turned out in numbers to 

donate blood for the child.

“Often, local hospi-

tals didn’t have adequate 

Turn to CENSUS on Page 9A

‘Giving blood  
is a gift’

TO FIND  

A BLOOD DRIVE
Visit redcrossblood.

org and enter your ZIP 
code.

Drives will be at Janes-
ville’s Masonic Center and 
Blackhawk Technical Col-
lege in September. Drives 
also are scheduled in Mil-
ton and Footville.

Appointments can be 
made online.

Protect or develop? Amazon fires signal growing pressure

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

 Æ Retired nurse recalls  
a different era 

‘If you don’t burn, you don’t 
live,’ says one rancher in Brazil

Turn to BLOOD on Page 5A
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