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•Felipe Rivera Jr.
•Judith Root
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High 38 | Low 28  
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in the morning

More on 9A

Classified . . . . .9B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .7B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .8A

Nation/World  . 8B-9B

Opinion . . . . . . . . 6A-7A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Support groups . . . .5A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .6B

Craig wrestlers 

win dual meet title
The Cougars dominated Sun 

Prairie 64-15 to win the Big 

Eight dual meet championship 

at Madison La Follette on 

Friday night. Page 1B

Forecasters: Mild, wet 

weather to continue
As area communities declare 

snow emergencies today,  

meteorologists say that weather 

pattern is likely to continue.  

Page 3A

Parker boys top 

Verona again
The Vikings had one of 

their best halves of the 

season Friday and then 

held on for a 68-58 win 

in the Big Eight. Page 1B
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By Emily Baumgaertner

Los Angeles Times

It’s a virus scientists have 

never seen before. Health offi-

cials don’t know exactly where 

it came from, but it has traveled 

more than 6,000 miles since it 

was discovered late last month in 

central China. New infections are 

confirmed every day despite an 

unprecedented quarantine. The 

death toll is rising, too.

If this were a Hollywood 

movie, now would be time to 

panic. In real life, however, all 

that most Americans need to do 

is wash their hands and proceed 

with their usual weekend plans.

“Don’t panic unless you’re paid 

to panic,” said Brandon Brown, an 

epidemiologist at the University 

of California, Riverside who has 

studied many deadly outbreaks.

“Public health workers should 

be on the lookout. The govern-

ment should be ready to provide 

resources. Transmitting timely 

facts to the public is key,” Brown 

said. “But for everyone else: 

Breathe.”

More than three weeks into 

the outbreak that has spread to 

at least 941 people in 11 countries, 

scientists have learned some 

important things about the virus.

It is a coronavirus, which 

makes it a relative of the patho-

gens that cause severe acute 

respiratory syndrome (SARS) 

and Middle East respiratory syn-

drome (MERS). Those diseases 

have sickened thousands of peo-

ple around the world and caused 

hundreds of deaths.

Other coronaviruses result in 

nothing worse than a common 

cold.

In addition to humans, coro-

naviruses can sicken cows, pigs, 

cats, chickens, camels, bats and 

other animals. Most of the out-

break’s early victims said they 

had visited a large seafood and 

live animal market in the Chi-

nese megacity of Wuhan, sug-

gesting that the virus originated 

in another species before jump-

ing to humans.

When experts examined the 

organism’s genetic code, they 

found a sequence that was entirely 

new to science. That means many 

people have not had a chance to 

develop sufficient natural immu-

nity to the coronavirus that has 

been dubbed n-CoV2019—an 

important consideration since 

vaccines take years to develop.

Fortunately, the virus seems 

to cause only minor symptoms—

such as fever and difficulty with 

breathing—in people who are 

young and healthy. Most of the 

26 deaths tied to the coronavirus 

to date have been in people who 

were at least 50 years old with 

underlying medical problems 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County deputies, correctional 

officers and one news reporter put on 

thick cotton gloves, eyeglasses that 

severely limited their vision, and head-

phones that blasted a confusing array of 

voices and other sounds at them.

Then they were told to complete tasks: 

Sort the plastic cutlery. Add 16 and 23 

on a calculator. Button a shirt and hang 

it up. Pick a pill (actually a mint) from a 

box and eat it. Write the names of three 

family members in a notebook.

Many found this part of Friday’s train-

ing session difficult. The reporter jumped 

when a loud noise suddenly blasted over 

the rest of the confusing noise. Most 

couldn’t remember all the tasks.

Now imagine doing that while suf-

fering from memory loss or hallucina-

tions, among other problems that people 

Dementia  
for deputies

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Sheriff’s Sgt. Shena Kohler works on a set of tasks with muted hearing, a limited sense of 
touch and narrowed sight during a dementia simulation at a Rock County Sheriff’s Office 
training center on Friday in Janesville. The simulation helped staff members understand 
what it’s like to live with cognitive impairment and sensory challenges.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
Former UW-Whitewater 

Chancellor Beverly Kopper 
retired from the university 
Jan. 5, a UW-W spokesman 
said Friday.

After Kopper resigned as 
chancellor about a year ago 
after her husband’s sexual 
harassment scandal, there 

were plans 
for her to 
return and 
teach psy-
c h o l o g y 
classes this 
school year.

UW Sys-
tem Pres-
ident Ray 

Cross wrote to her Dec. 6, 
2018, that she would be on 
paid leave with her chan-
cellor salary of $242,760 
through August 2019, when 
she would start with a nine-
month salary of $118,308—
which was 50% more than 
the psychology depart-
ment’s chairwoman.

It does not appear Kop-
per taught at the university 
this school year, however.

She was on paid leave 
at the beginning of the fall 
semester and her classes 
had been reassigned, Jeff 
Angileri, a UW-W spokes-
man, said in September.

The Gazette on Sept. 
4 filed an open records 
request with the university 

Former 
UW-W 
leader 
retires

China coronavirus outbreak: Don’t panic, just wash your hands
RELATED

• Nation/world: The death toll of the 
China virus has risen to 41./Page 8B

Beverly Kopper 
resigned chancellor 

position last year

Kopper

Officers delve into a confusing, frightening world

Correctional Supervisor Larry Klusmeyer 
tries to fit puzzle pieces together while par-
ticipating in Friday’s dementia simulation.

By Lisa Mascaro, Eric Tucker 

and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Closing out their case, 

House Democrats warned 
Friday in Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial that 
the president will persist 
in abusing his power and 
endangering American 
democracy unless Con-
gress intervenes to remove 
him before the 2020 elec-
tion. They implored 
Republicans to allow new 
testimony to be heard 
before they render a final 
verdict.

“Give America a fair 
trial,” said Rep. Adam 
Schiff, the lead Demo-
cratic impeachment man-
ager. “She’s worth it.”

Schiff closed Demo-
crats’ case after three days 
of methodical and impas-
sioned arguments detail-
ing charges that Trump 
abused power by asking 
Ukraine for politically 
motivated probes of polit-
ical rivals, then obstructed 
Congress’ investigation 
into the matter. The pres-
ident’s lawyers get their 
first chance to defend him 
Saturday, and are expected 
to argue he did nothing 
wrong.

The opening days of the 
Senate trial appear to have 
done nothing to shake 
Republicans’ support 

for Trump or persuade 

enough centrist GOP law-

makers to call for new wit-

nesses, including Trump’s 

former national security 

adviser John Bolton. In 

his final appeal to lawmak-

ers and a divided nation, 

Schiff argued that the Sen-

ate impeachment powers 

are the only remedy left 

to curb what he called 

the “ ‘imminent threat” 

posed to the nation by 

Trump’s unconstitutional 

impulses.

“He is who he is,” Schiff 

declared. “You know it’s 

not going to stop. ... It’s 

not going to stop unless 

the Congress does some-

thing about it.”

Turn to DEMENTIA on Page 9A

Turn to CHINA on Page 10A

Turn to KOPPER on Page 9A

Democrats say oust Trump  
or he’ll betray country again

Associated Press
House impeachment man-
ager Rep. Adam Schiff, 
D-Calif., speaks during the 
impeachment trial against 
President Donald Trump in 
the Senate at the U.S. Capi-
tol in Washington on Friday.

‘He is  
who he is’

RELATED
• Republicans unmoved: GOP members of the Senate don’t seem 

inclined to call witnesses after days of Democratic arguments./Page 8B

Turn to IMPEACH on Page 9A
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