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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Beverly Wiedenhoeft

•Donald A. Wuttke

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 36| Low 21  

Chilly with clouds 
and sun

More on 7A

‘Transformative’
Former New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
is donating $1.8 billion 
to his alma mater, Johns 
Hopkins University, to aid 
students. Page 6B

Walworth worries
An increase in the  
number of deaths caused 
by fentanyl is disturbing to 
Walworth County officials, 
and they want to fight 
back. Page 3A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Blackhawk Community Cred-

it Union’s East Milwaukee Street 

branch lobby buzzed with customer 

activity on a late Friday afternoon, 

so much so that several customers 

waited their turn by taking a pit stop 

for a cup of hot coffee and a cookie 

in the building’s lounge.

Janesville resident David Dean, 

a member of the credit union since 

it was founded in the mid-1960s, 

watched a long line of customers—

members of the credit union—wait-

ing for a teller. There were several 

middle-aged people, three sets of 

young parents with children and a 

few college-age men and women in 

exercise gear.

Dean, who retired after 42 years 

at the former General Motors Janes-

ville assembly plant, didn’t mind the 

bustle or the wait.

In fact, he waited while a friend 

he knew chatted with a branch man-

ager. All was good. Dean had a cup of 

Joe and a sugar cookie.

“There’s really something to be 

said about being a credit union mem-

ber here,” Dean said.

He punctuated the comment by 

hoisting the cookie to his lips.

The lively customer action at 

Blackhawk is case in point of a na-

tional and statewide trend—the ris-

ing popularity of the credit union. 

The Janesville-based union’s assets 

and its footprint have nearly doubled 

in Wisconsin since the beginning of 

the decade.

It’s now a $590-million insti-

tution—up from $346 million in 

2011. Its 12 branches throughout 

the southern part of the state serve 

51,000 members. That represents a 

footprint about three times the size of 

By Craig Gilbert

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

It has been more than 

a decade since Wisconsin 

was at the white-hot epi-

center of a red-hot presi-

dential race.

But that’s precisely the 

scenario that looms two 

years from now.

“I think Wisconsin is go-

ing to be one of the most 

important (battlegrounds), 

and kind of a bellwether 

for the rest of the Midwest 

in the competition for the 

presidency,” said GOP strat-

egist Keith Gilkes, a long-

time adviser to Gov. Scott 

Walker.

Almost everything about 

the Nov. 6 mid-term elec-

tion bolstered Wisconsin’s 

status as a top presidential 

target in 2020, when this 

state has no race for gover-

nor or U.S. Senate but can 

expect an all-out war over 

its 10 electoral votes.

The state swung back 

to Democrats for governor 

and U.S. Senate after Re-

publican Donald Trump 

carried Wisconsin for pres-

ident two years ago.

But Democrats failed 

to dent the GOP’s stran-

glehold on the state Leg-

islature, and they won the 

governor’s race by scarcely 

more than a percentage 

point.

Taken together, the ra-

zor-thin battles for presi-

dent in 2016 and governor 

in 2018 have underscored 

this state’s essentially 

“swingy” character.

They have also laid bare 

the limits of each party’s 
appeal and the challenges 
both sides face in the Great 
Lakes battlegrounds that 
could easily tip the 2020 
election.

Tony Evers’ slender vic-
tory for governor was a 
reminder that no matter 
how well Democrats do in 
their big “base” cities, their 
struggles in small towns 
and rural counties leave 
them little margin for error.

“There is no group of vot-
ers where we can say, ‘We 
can safely ignore them,’” 
said Democratic pollster 
Mark Mellman, who polled 
for Evers’ winning cam-
paign.

“To state the obvious, a 
Democrat can’t win (Wis-
consin) without doing well 
in Milwaukee and Madison. 
But it’s also quite clear you 
can do well in Milwaukee 
and Madison and still get 
killed statewide,” said Mell-
man, referring to the party’s 
losses in the recent past.

For Republicans, Walk-
er’s defeat was a reminder 
that no matter how well 
the GOP does with rural 
voters, it can ill afford to 
lose ground in the suburbs 
when it’s being blown out 
in the big cities.

One GOP pollster called 
the suburbs a national “kill-
ing ground” for Republi-
cans in 2018.

“What Trump demon-
strated in 2016 is a unique 
way of winning Wiscon-
sin—driving up the ru-
ral vote overall, with an 
agenda and message that 
responded to their values 

Midterm results cast state  
as one of keys to victory in 2020

Battleground 
Wisconsin

Credit 
unions 
rising

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Top: Teller Jayne Boston hands a credit union member a receipt Friday at Blackhawk Community Credit Union.
Above: A line forms Friday afternoon at Blackhawk Community Credit Union on East Milwaukee Street in Janesville.

Blackhawk Community Credit Union’s success mirrors national trend

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

BELOIT
A Ho-Chunk Nation representative 

said last week the tribe is hopeful its pro-
posed $405 million casino and resort in 
the city of Beloit will be approved by the 
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Collin Price, a public relations officer 
for the Ho-Chunk Nation, said the tribe 

continues planning for a massive devel-
opment at Interstate 90/39 near Willow-
brook and Colley roads even as the federal 
government considers whether or not to 
authorize the project.

“We’re going to continue to finalize the 
plan, the layout and all the design aspects 
of it,” Price said Friday. “We’re confident 
that all the information, when looked at 
collectively, is a good thing for the nation 
and the community. We haven’t even con-
sidered a denial or some circumstances 
that would stop the project.”

Price’s comments come in advance of 
the bureau’s public hearing in the city of 
Beloit on Dec. 11. Price said that hearing 

Ho-Chunk Nation hopeful feds will OK Beloit casino plan

Illustration courtesy of Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin
This computer-generated image shows a view of the proposed Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin 
casino in Beloit.

Ho-Chunk officials believe 
project will help both tribe  
and the local community
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