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Trump’s threat
President Donald Trump’s 

political career has been 

dogged by controversy, 

but the current situation 

he faces is unlike any 

threat he has seen. Page 12B

Flute-in-pants 

caper fails
A would-be shoplifter at Voigt 

Music Center in Janesville 

was confronted by store 

personnel before completing 

a heist. Page 12A

Runners converge 

on Janesville
Blackhawk Golf Course 

hosted the 82nd annual 

Midwest Invitational 

cross country meet 

Saturday. Page 1B, 2B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 68 | Low 64  

Rain and a 
t-storm in the a.m.

More on 13A
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By Ashley McCallum
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JANESVILLE
The city is changing the design for 

work at the Monterey lagoon after part-
ing ways with a contractor who had said 
the city’s earlier plan was unworkable.

City engineers are using criteria from 
GEI Consultants to design shallower 
slopes for a planned detention pond in 
the lagoon, Public Works Director Paul 
Woodard said.

The plan still is to build a detention 
pond and peninsula, including park 
space, with materials in the lagoon, 
Woodard said.

The earlier contractor, Drax, had told 
the city the “organic muck” at the bot-
tom of the lagoon is not suitable for pil-
ing into a peninsula or berm. Drax also 
expressed concern about contamination 
in the muck.

The city dropped Drax for Monterey 
restoration work, saying the company 

breached its contract by refusing to 
complete the lagoon project as specified, 
according to a Sept. 4 letter from the city.

Drax President Andrew Langum 
said he does not believe his company 
breached the contract because it was 
working on other projects in the con-
tract up until the day the city ended the 
relationship.

Drax wanted to conduct additional 
testing on soil in the lagoon after it 
learned the soil would not hold its shape 
when made into a peninsula. More tests 
on soil integrity and contamination in 
the soil would help inform the project, 
which needed to be reworked, Langum 
said.

Soil was exposed after the Monte-
rey Dam was removed and the lagoon 
drained in summer 2018.

Bjoin Limestone of Janesville was 
hired Sept. 5 to take over from Drax on 
the remaining restoration projects other 
than the lagoon.

Woodard said after the city has 

completed its new lagoon design, it will 

take the design back to GEI Consultants 

for review and amend Bjoin’s contract to 

include the necessary work.

Woodard said Wednesday he was 

unsure how hiring GEI, reworking the 

design and amending Bjoin’s contract 

will affect the cost of the project.

The goal still is to complete the proj-

ect this fall, but weather or unforeseen 

issues could delay that, Woodard said.

City action
Shallower slopes and less fill are the 

keys to making the project work, Wood-

ard said.

If the city can create a design with 

shallower slopes and less than 4 feet of fill 

all the way around, the peninsula should 

work, Woodard said.

City Manager Mark Freitag on Mon-

day addressed the city council about the 

Monterey restoration.

City of Janesville considering ways to change Monterey lagoon design

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Plants grow in the lagoon near Monterey Park in Janesville on Thursday. The city is changing its restoration design for the lagoon after 
parting ways with the former project contractor, who said the city’s design would not work.

JANESVILLE
Lyle Lidholm rhythmically put one 

leather boot in front of the other last week 
in Janesville as he trekked south.

The midday sun warmed his white-
bearded face, blooming goldenrod glis-
tened in the dappled light along his path 
and, for a while, the din of traffic faded.

Playfully, he walked with a sprig of pur-
ple asters in the brim of his broad straw 
hat, and you could tell he was smiling 
inside by the look in his eyes.

The veteran hiker followed the Ice Age 
Trail from the north end of the city past 
Palmer Park as he carried a backpack with 
water and rain gear.

On this particular day, Lidholm mean-
dered 3 miles.

“If I go 8 miles, it’s a 
good day,” he said at the end 
of the walk while sliding his 
hiking poles into his car.

Lidholm is not trying to 
set any records.

The 87-year-old has other 
reasons for walking the 
320-mile Rock River Trail, 
which is often paddled in a 
canoe or a kayak.

He wants to shine a light 
on the route, which also 
can be hiked using various 
trail systems along the riv-

er’s corridor, including the Glacial River 

Going home

Anna Marie Lux/amarielux@gazettextra.com
Lyle Lidholm, 87, of Watertown is hiking the 
320-mile Rock River Trail and passed through 
Janesville last week.
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MIAMI

Oceans have spared the world the worst 

of climate change, but those days could 

be over soon, according to a new United 

Nations report on climate change.

The ripple effect for Florida, whose 

economy depends on the bright blue 

waters that ring the state, could include 

more dramatic flooding, faster, as well as 

a scary new phenomenon that is killing 

coral reefs and reefs.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-

mate Change report, released this week, 

said the ocean’s days of soaking up excess 

carbon and insulating the world from the 

worst impacts of climate change are num-

bered.

“It is virtually certain that the global 

ocean has warmed unabated since 1970 

and has taken up more than 90% of the 

excess heat in the climate system,” scien-

tists wrote.

In a world with carbon dioxide emis-

sions run rampant, the new report paints a 

bleak picture, said Michael Oppenheimer, 

a Princeton University professor and 

coordinating lead author for the sea level 

rise chapter of the report, which includes 

the results of thousands of scientific papers 

reviewed by more than 100 scientists.

“Right now we’re just headed in a very 

bad direction,” he said. “We’re building in 

more and more damage for ourselves while 

we think about what to do. And the only 

way to avoid that is to start cutting emis-

sions.”

Without severe emissions cuts, he said, 

Climate report suggests a bleak future for Florida
While oceans have protected the world up to now, 

the days of that security are numbered: UN report claims

 Æ 87-year-old hiker praises Rock River 
Trail as he journeys back to his birthplace

What next?
Turn to HIKER on Page 6A

Turn to LAGOON on Page 13A

Turn to CLIMATE on Page 10A
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